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; MEMOIR. 

. ■] Natbanail Spinckeb was tlie eldest auniviiig 

■ of iheRev. EdmundSpiDckeH, M.A.,Bector of Cas 

, I Northamptonshire, and of Otton Longville, Hunts. 

;■; His father came from New England with Patrick. 

'J afterwards Bishop of Ely. was admitted at Emanunl 

■' College, Cambridge, in 1627, and proceeded to the 

■I degree of B.A. in 1631, and to that of M.A. in 1635. 

j He beeame acquainted with his future wife (Martha, 

'J daughter of Thomas Elmes, of LHford, Hunts) during 

..] his residence as chaplain in her father's house: and 

. J by his marriage succeeded to a considerable estate a 

J Warmington, besides other property. He was ejecte< 

1q] ^^""^ hoth his livings at the Kestoration, and died a 

gE Warmington In 1671". His wife survived him tweiity- 

SM or;e years, and died in 1692. Nathanael was born a' 

Itjlj Castor late in the year 1653, or early in 1654. Hi 

,.): received a classical education under Mr. Samuel 

■^Morton, Hector of Haddon; and was admitted : 

A Trinity College, Cambridge, under Mr. Bainbrigg, 

'J March 22, 1670. and matriculated July 9 of the b: 

_..J year. By the death of bis father in 1671, he i 
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ceeded to a conaiderable fortune, and to a valuabto 
library''. He was induced by the prospect of a RuBlat 
Boholarship, to enter at JeauB College, Oct. 12, 1672, 
and nine days after, Oct. 21, waa admitted a proba- 
tioner ; and May 20, 1673, BWom a scholar on the 
Ruatat foundation. He took the degree of B.A. 
early in 1674, and that of M.A. in 1677. He was 
ordained deacon, by Henry [Compton] Bishop of 
London, in the Chapel of London House, on Trinity 
Sunday [May 21] 1676, and priest by Thomas 
[Barlow] Bishop of Lincoln, at St. Margaret's, West- 
minster, Dec. 22, 1678. He resided some lime as 
chaplain with Sir Richard Edgecombe, of Mount 
Edgecombe, in the county of Devon. In 1679 he 
was resident at Petersham, where in 1681 he waa 
associated with Hickes, as chaplain to the Duke of 
Lauderdale, In 1683, (the year after the Duke'a 
death,) he removed to St. Stephen's, Waibrook, Lon- 
don, where he continued two years, as Curate and 
Lecturer. In Sept., 1685, he was presented by the 
Dean and Chapter of Peterborough to the rectory of 
Feakirk, or Peaking, c. Glynton, NortharaplonBhire. 
About this time he married Dorothy, daughter of ^ 
William Rutland, citizen of London, " a sensible, 
obliging, induHtrioua wife," who survived him only 
seven days. ; 

On July 21, 1687, he was made prebendary of 
Salisbury, his prebend being that called Major Pars 
Attarts. On Sep. 24, of the same year, he was made 
rector of St Martin's, Salisbury, and Sep. 27, waa 




:i liceneed to preach at Stratford -subter-CHatrum', or 
. Miden-Castle. 

In 1690, be was deprived of all his preferments, 

or refusing to take the oaths Co Wilham and Mary. 
I From this time to bis death he appears to have been 

n low circumBtancea, supported by benefactions of 

he more wealthy of the non-jurors. 
On ABcension Day, [June 3,] 1713, he waa con- 
J Becrated bishop*, together with Jer. Collier, aud Sam. 
5 Hawes, by Bp. Hickea, and the Scotch Bishops Camp- 

1 bell and Gadderar. 

He died July 28, 1727, and waa buried in the 
J cemetery of the porisb of St. Faith, on the uorth side 
j of St. Paul's, London. 

Hia wife, ae stated above, survived him only aeven 
H days. He left two children, a son, William, and a 
n duighter, Ann, wife of Anthony Cope, Esq. 

The particulars which follow have been compiled 
3 chiefly from his 'Life' by Blackbourne, who seems to 
u have known him intimately during his later years, 
K and to have contemplated his character ivith singulal 

2 love and reverence. They are usually given in the 
iter's own words. It would appear that Spinckes 
1 been in the habit of keeping an account of such 
tances in his life as he considered peculiarly provi- 

j dential, eitracta from which are given by Blackbourne, 
"ifemoranda imder his own hand, or 'An account 
I of remarkable passages, wherein the good providence 
^ of God has more signally shewn itself, towards me 
mine, and for which I most heartily bless and 
i praise His Holy Name.' " Some of these occurred 
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at a very early period of his life, one when 
only six years old, " When a child, I fell from a bell- 
rope in Castor Church, and hruised my head very 
much, but I thank God I recovered i?ell of it." 

" At eix years old I was run over by a horse, but 
had little hurt." 

" At Warmingion, when a boy, I very narrowly 
escaped shooting- Robert Bond with an arrow, which 
I fear might have killed him, had it hit him." 

On these notices Blackboume remarks, that they 
'may appear aa mintitia to narrow and undisciplined 
Bouls, but they discover an infancy under the reins of 
discretion, and the power of religion ; for if these 
deliverances had sot made a lasting impression on 
him in his childhood, they scarce would have been 
recollected when he arrived at man's estate.' 

Several other instances are given in the Life. In 
1682, he notices that be was in imminent danger in a 
carriage: in 1704, [Oct. 11,] in a mine: and adds, 
"Blessed be the name of God for such abundant 
goodness, and. Oh, that I may have a continual sense 
of it upon ray mind. Amen." lu 1706, [Oct. 13,] 
his house was providentially preserved from being 
burnt, upon this he writes, " Oh, that I may be duly 
sensible of the great goodness of God to me and mine 
herein, and truly thankful to Him for it. Amen." 

The next notice shall be given in bis own words, 
"Aug. 9, 1708, my son Robert having run away 
with a design no more to return home, was by the 
goodness of God to him struck with a sense of bis 
Ibliy and undutifulness, and resolved, like a true peni- 
tent, to confess his fault, and beg pardon for it, and 
promise amendment for the future : which he did 
Ireely of himself the next morning; for neither his 
mother nor I had known any thing of his attempt. 
Blessed be Thy Name for this, O Lord God, and I 
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o Eet home his convic- 
; of them may remain 



3 moat humbly beseech Thee, t 

'' lions upon him, that a eem 

'•] upon him all his days." 

, .i On the 29lh of the same month, there is a thankful 

i' remembrttnce of God's mercy to another son, William, 

I, who hitd fallen from a high window, and received but 

■.; little hurt, " ElcBsed and for eyer praised he the Name 

■; of God for so miraculous a deliverance, and. Oil, that 

'■ we may he unfelgnedly thankful tt 

U There are similar notices again, April 21, 1719, 

■^ Feb. 14, ] 72}. Jan. 172}. The second of these, after 

Jen he had undergone a severe surgical operation, which 

VM had proved successful. On this he adds, " For this Thy 

I 1 great and undeserved goodness I desire to bless Thy 

■.-, Name, O Lord, and to shew forth Thy praise. And 

I humbly beg that I may have grace to shew forth my 

■ I unfeigned gratitude, by a truly Christian improve- 

5 ment of the addition made to my life, how long or 

I short soever it may prove. This I beg through Jesus 

I Christ our Lord and only Saviour. Amen." 

e following notices of his character are given i 
K£lackbourne's own words. 

" He excelled in biblical learning, especially i 
I of conscience. He read the originals of the 
criptures with ease and understanding. He was 
lily eonversanl witii the Greek and Latui Fathers, 
d Councils. He thought it most unmttiiral to he ' : 
r unto his brethren, an alien unto his mother's 
lUdren.' Fs. Ixix. 8. . . . 'He made a considerable 
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progress in arithmetic, geometry, and chronology; but 
these he only esteemed as helps subservient to his 
main design of understanding the Scriptures, " that 
the mail of God may be throughly furnished,' re- 
marking that ' every man which is instructed unto the 
kingdom of heaveu is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which bringeth forth of his treasure 
things new and old.' St. Matt. xiii. 52." 

"In this interval [1704—17081 1 find our author's 
circumstances were reduced to a low ebb, and yet be 
retained an habitual conviction upon his mind, that It 
M more blessed to give than to recave. If he had not 
large sums to cast into the treasury, yet be must 
throw in his mite, and, when he could not minister to 
the bodily necesiiliei of the saints, he turned bis 
bounty into another channel, and prosecuted a more 
extensive good, in forwarding the publication of many 
excellent books; such as Grabe's Septuagint, New- 
court's Eeportorium [^Historicum], Howel's Canons, 
Potter's Clemens Aleiandrinue, Walker's Siifferings 
of the Clergy." 

" When our author's talents and abilities for the 
public discharge of bis ministry were superseded, or, 
at least, put under public discouragement, he retreated 
peaceably, he suffered patiently, ' he committed him- 
self (and his cause) to Him that judgeth righteously.' 
I St. Pet. ii. 23. Moreover he thought his talents 
were not to be laid up in a napkin, he is still to be 
found amongst the most industrious of the labourers, 
he must yet give an account of his stewardship, with 
regard to the depasitum; and (he following catalogue 
of bis works' will witness for him, that, having once 
put bis hand to the plough, he did not look back." 



J "He was remarkable for apeakta^ as he thought, 
and for writing as he epoke; he purpoaelj avoided all 
i ornament and dress in his style .... he generally 
1 preached without the trouble of reducing his thoughts 
J to writing." , 

! " He had a habit of industry rivetted in hira from 
3 the beginning, .... a hardy constitution." 
j "He delighted in those principles and courses which 
1 respected the universal good." 

"He apprehended that health was the season for 

j piety or devotion, and that active acceptable obedi- 

;e was 'to be performed in the day of strength, and 

^ in the night of disease or decay." 

'' As to temperance, he was abstemious to a degree, 

j for I remember him in the evening of lil'e to abstaju 

] horn all meat and drink nourishing and strong ; but 

j it the same time he thought that a man might be in- 

) tozicated with imagination, pride, or revenge, Stc." 

If our author had any tendency to intemperance 

as in bis study. This had been the companion of 

j his youth, and the comfort of his age. When the 

I taper of hfe began to turn dim, his regular custom was 

' spend fourteen or sixteen hours each day among 

1 books, unless necessary affairs called him abroad. 

I This indefatigable application, however, shortened life, 

and helped to pidl down a structure which seemed to 

be reared for a much longer duration. His method 

was to come nigh no fire, having purposely covered 

I his chimney with shelves of books." 
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When afflictiona seized him, he was resigned, but 
not abject; he felt them without inipatieuce, and re- 
treated into the strong holda of religion to fortify 
himself against the feeble insults of the world. He 
looked up to, his Redeemer, and knew that it was 
often a mark of merit to be vilely traduced hy the un- 
thinking many. ' Lord forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,' was his usual weapon of defence, when 
he and hia friends were most causelessly taxed with 
pof.enj', 'when the world kid to his charge things 
that he knew not.' Among the unprinted treatises 
which our author left behind him, there are, in hulk 
and nujnber, against popery twice told more than 
upon all other religious subjects whatsoever, I re- 
collect that I have heard in his company, and, I think, 
from his mouth, the destiny of Archbishop Laud and 
Dr. Heylin, that the one might print and the other 
[jreach what they pleased against popery, yet they 
were papists." 

" Our author in his judgment was unalterably 
attached to the Church of England, in her Articles, 
Canons, Rubrics, and Homilies." 

" He was a living instance that the hands of religion 
may and can surpass the ties of flesh and blood." 

" He never blamed the age he lived in, or suggested 
that good men had cause to repine, as if the rewards 
of the great and virtuous were assigned lo less worthy 
persons, and he undoubtedly was one of the most con- 
tented, because he contracted hia desirea as to the 
tWngs of life into the narrowest bounds." 

" His patience under afflictions and lossea of every 
kind waa great, having gone through the trial and ex- 
ercise of them for almost the space of forty years : so 
that 1 have in my own mind, no scruple, but that in 
him patience had her perfect work. His paticuce nnder 
liodily pains was surprising U 





■tfler he was cut for a fistula; his dUuourae was easy 
Land unforced, a steady calm and composure eat on liis 
brow." " I saw our author dying. He died as he Uved, 
with such resignation and serenity, as reminds me of 
' Thanks be to God, Who giveth us the victory, &[;.' " 
" His meekness was such, that, should Me form a. 
judgment from hia carriage, it would he this, that he 
never met with a provocation. I knew him intimately 
for about eleven years, and under several severe trials 
■ of his temper, but I never saw him angry. I 
member a conversation, in which Dr. Burnet wa: 
Bubject, where the tide ran high against the Bishop, 
but our author, though he had been before the 
shearer, opened not his nioutb ; when he was 
portuned to speak his sentiments he delivered himself 
with such authoritative sweetness and candour, that, 
all things considered, I think I never heard such 
amiable words proceed out of any man's mouth, and 
lo this effect: Sir, the world says I was injured t_ 
Bishop Burnet, another man therefore may say that 
of him with truth and decency, which I cannot speak 
without the suspicion of resentment." 

" ' That they may shew how true [or, upright] the 

Lord my strength is, and that there is no unrighteo 

neas in Him,' was frequently in hia mouth and in 

heart. This was the pattern of his justice and integrity 

to other men. ... I shall transcribe here part of a 

letter of Mrs. Martha Bennet of HoJbeach, Lincoln, 

the only surviving of all bis father's children: 'Among 

^ many instances of his csact justice, I recollect this. 

: My father having, by hia will, bequeathed to me £400, 

j and charged an estate with the payment of it, which, 

B it afterwards appeared, could not be done accord- 

I ing to the strict rules of law, — My brother, because 

J he thought it my lather's intention that such bud 

] should be paid out of the rstate, not only paid c 
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} the £400, but all interest from the time it became 

due to the time of payment, and I make no quesdoil 

lie did tlie same to three more brothers, who were 

{ all alive many years afler, although, aa above hinted, 

he needed not to have done so, the estate being vested 

lim aa heir at law, in such manner aa entirely 

hindered the operation of my father's will.' I have 

seen accounts, which contain full evidence that all his 

fll brothers met witb the same usage at his hand." 

" Devotion, or prayer, appeared to be a province in 
, which his great strength lay, as if Ihe blessing of the 
' primogeniture were entailed upon tliis duty, ' The 
beginning of strength, the excellency of dignity, and 
the escellency of power.' If the spirit of grace and 
supplications was poured forth upon any in these later 
I days, I see no cause why it should not be ascribed to 
author. I believe no man living makes a nearer 
approach to the strict literal observance of that direc. 
, 'Pray without ceasing,' than he did. I had fre- 
quent opportunities of receiving information as to this 
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) fact." 
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1 conversation, and 

! of mind ; but, whenever there \ 

Q the conference, he habitually retreated to his 

1 exercise of mental prayer." 

r author was charitable in every si 

I every degree. He cast his bread upon the waters. 

t about doing good to the bodies and to th 

souls of men. He relieved the necessitous, he ir 

structed the ignorant, he extended bis bounty t 

those who were with him, and those who were against 

I him, without limitation, even returning good for evil- 

r fulfilled I" _ _ - " ■ " 

1 doeat alms, let not thy left hand know 

ight hand doeth,' for he received ' 

ad, and distributed with hie right, 




H ont of hifl own substance gnve a,vra.y more than he 
J na entrusted witb^, till the barrel of meal wasted 
I tnd the cruse of oil failed ; and even then, by his 
9 own diligence, by his wife's industry, and the libe- 
I nlity of a few friends'*, who guessed at bia circum- 
I stances, he lived to his own content, in a respectable 
mer in the opinion of the world, and was still, to 
1 the last, enabled to put in practice that direction, 
] ' Freely ye have received, fteely give." I am sensible 
I that these things are contrary to the common mas. 
I of life, and to tbe dictates of flesh and blood, nay 
some may Gay, that all this while he forgot his own 
children and his father's house ; however, by the 
marvellous providence of God, his posterity as to 
temporal riches are in a flourishing condition, by 
mimy degrees above what he could have treasured up 
for them, had he improved and'reaped the advantage 
of his education, and had he been the greatest world- 
liDg. There is still an acknowledgment indispensa- 
bly due to the memory of the author on this subject, 
and that is, amidst this tide of his liberality, he wa? 
profuse to those he took to be of the household of 
faith." 

" ' The zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up, and 
the reproaches of them that reproached Thee i 
fallen upon me,' was the subject of his frequent n; 
ditatioD. In all passive virtue he was firm and calm 
and immoveable, but in the duties which required 
action, he was cheerful and vigorous and zealous, 
"■•ipecially in the ministrations of his sacerdotal office. 
liis graceful personage and agreeable manner easily 




gained him attention, approbation, : 
the common offices of life ; but, when he waited > 
the aitar, earnestness and zeal displayed ihemselFe: 
lustre and unction triumphed in every ecstatic an 
yet composed feature." 

The following notice of him appeared in the Hisli 
rical Register for 1727 (the year of his death). 

July 28. " Died, the Very Reverend Mr. Nathanai 
Spinckee, in an advanced age. being entered upon h 
74th year. He was low of stature, venerable of aj 
pect, and exalted in character. He had no wealtl 
few enemies, many friends. He was orthodox in h; 
faith, his enemies being judges. He had uncommc 
learning, and superior judgment ; and hia exemplar 
life was concluded with a happy death. His patienr 
was great ; his self-denial greater ; his charity sti 
greater ; though his temper seemed his cardinal vii 
tue, (a happy conjunction of conscience [constitutioc 
and grace,) having never been observed to fail him i 
a stage of thirty-nine years." 
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CHRISTIAN READER. 



Pbatik to God for Hii 
alses and ibanksgivings for mercies received, being 
e matter of the following Manual, I sliall need to 
y the lees for recommending it to the approbation 
id use of all pious and well-disposed Christians. 
There is none who hath any sense of bis duty to 
Imighty God, but must needs own, that this is a 
tincipal branch of it. Even nature itself would 
ictate, that we should all most humbly make our 
ipplications fur the forglveneSH of our sins, and for 
itaiuing the good things we stand in need of; and, 
rain on the otber hand, that it is most highly dis- 
igenuous and unworthy, for those to whom multitudes 
!' inestimable blessings have been vouchsafed, not to 
lake theirhearty return of unfeigned thanks for them, 
jid indeed such indispensable obligations we are all 
iider, thus to pay our devotions continually to Al- 
lighty God, that they have ever been held a necessary 
id essential part of religion, whether among heathens, 
eWB, or Christians'. 

Even among (he first of them are not wantii^g in- 
ances of such, aa, though guided by the dim light of 
iture, would not undertake any business of impor- 
mce, without first imploring'' the Divine favour and 

' Origm, rtpi fvx^i, c. 13, 




not daring to promise theraef 
those attempts for which they were i 
fled from on high. They were too sensiblt 
ifirmities to imagine that that should [ 
their hands to which the Almighty did m 
scend lo give His blessing: and for this ci 
had their temples and theii- priests, and offi 
sacrifices, and made their requests and vo^ 
if their God would be invited by any of the 
to hearlcen to and bless them. 

And Porphyry affirms in particalar of tl 
tians', that their custom was to praise I 
several times a day; at morning and evening 
and towards the going down of the sun. i 
they not to be found faulty in this case 

Besides whom, the Jews having had G 
with them, and His glory manifested t 
a peculiar manner, beyond what the rest of 
had known, it would have been a most notoi 
if they had forborne to worship Hi 
ually : especially considering what plain and 
directions were given them for the constant 
ance of their duty, in this as well as other 
They had the examples of Abraham'', Isaac 
Moses*, Joshua I", and others': who were 
jeek the I>ord with all their heart^ to seek 
and His strength', yea, even to seek His faj 
ually" ; had great blessings and deliverances 
them, upon their serious application to God fi 
and at other times have been reproved for n 



■upon Him as they oughl to hare dDiie". And such 
'mpressions were thereby made upon them, that they 
ire related to have been at their devotions three timee 
k day. Bustorf tell ae, that they had three stated 
fames of prayer, in the evening, in the morning, aiid 
■the night-seafionP; adding moreover, that tliey Buy. 
J had their original iiom the three great palri- 
f uchs; the momlDg prayer having benn instituted by 
I Abraham, that of the evening by Isaac, and that in " 
I night-Eeason by Jacob. But this much -we ai'e s 
I of, that the royal PsalmiRt testifiea this to have been 
I his practice (and which therefore was not improbably 
I the praclJce of others too) : " As for me, I will call 
I upon God, and the Lord shall save me : evening, 
I morning, and at noon, nilt I pray and cry aloud, and 
lUe shall hear my vuicd." So Daniel kneeled upon 
S bis knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
Itbanks bt^fore his God'. Such were the instances of 
9 devotion, recorded and transmitted to us from those 
And, besides their private devotions at home, 
ludwhat sacrifices they offered at the temple by God's 
I own appointment, they bad aleo their synagogues (it 

I is BufEciently known), where they met to ofier up their 
Itolemn devotions, and to hear the law and the pro- 
Hphetfi read and expounded to them. Bertram' teaches, 
■that these eynagogues answered exactly to the eecle- 

ical assemblies of the Levites and Prophets, that 
i Sret instituted without Jerusalem, by Jusliua 
land Samuel. Si^onius* conceives, that Ihey were 

II first built in the time of the captivity, when the Jews 
'>l1 bad no temple to resort to; but this seeme not well to 

^ agree lo what the Psalmist says", " They have burnt 
p all the synagogues of God in the land ;'" nor with 

• I«>h riilL 8». T BjTiBg. Jbd. c. 10. p. 
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what is related", that from ancient times, or the 
primitive generations, Mosea hath them that preach 
him in every city, being read in the synagogues e^ery 
sabbath day ; for according to these words, tliey seem 
not only to have had synagogues in every city, but 
more anciently too, than only from the captivity. 
And, besides those in the rest of their cities tlirougb- 
out Palestine. Sigonius, but now named, testifiea, tnat 
it is recorded, in the commentaries of the Hebrews, 
that in Jerueolem alone there were four hundred 
synagogues ; which shews the great zeal and concern 
that people then had for the worship of God. 

And since the publication of our religion, not only 
the disciples of our Saviour, hut our Lord Himself, 
the blessed Auttor of it, was singularly observant of 
this duty : who not only rose up a great while before 
day to pray!', but withdrew, and prayed once at least, 
a whole night together*, falling upon His face and 
praying', praying three times, and saying the same 
worda'; and in His agony prayed more earnestly, till 
in His great zeal He fell into a sweat, and that no 
common sweat, but such as became like drops of blood 
falling down to the ground": and not only left His 
own example for His followers to imitate, but over 
and over required them to pray'' ; to pray and not to 
faint" ; to take heed, watch and prayf ; to watch and 
pray always^; to ask, and seek, and knock''; and 
besides, gave them a set form of prayer, to be used 
by them in their addresses to Almighty God. And, 
ever since. His church baa held itself bound, both to 
return to Him their moat humble tlianks and prases 
for our redemption by Him, and ail the inestimable 
blessings we partake of through Him, and to offer up 




their conBtant prayers and eupplications for thi 
;' I things they stood in need of : and this from day to 
.J day', and in the Apostle's eipression, without ceas- 
vi ingk. And how can any, who profess themselves 
''■''l Clffistians, think to excuse themselves, if they follow 
J not Buch glorious examples, as opportunities ~ 
■jj themselves? 

1 In the first place, we should all get ourselv 
., warmed with a zeal for God's glory, and our owi 
■.'J others' welfare, and into such a serious posture and 
,'![ disposition for devotion, as thst we may readily hetake 
. ,[ ourselves thereto upon all occasions; that if we lahour 
',i under temptations, or he encompassed with griefs 
\ and sorrows, or he exposed to fears and dangers, or 
.1^ have unhappily fallen into any sin, or upon any other 
-\ ! emergency, we may presently make our application to 
■^ our migh^ Saviour and Deliverer; and on the other 
hand, when 'we have been made partakers of any sin. 
gular blessings, we may joyfully return Him our most 
hearty praise and thanksgivings. Consonantly to this 
sense, it is said of the righteous, i. e. the good and 
charitable man, that he is ever merciful, and lendeth'; 
because he is always inclined to it, whenever he has 
ability, and meets with a fit opportunity, and a proper 
object of his kindness. So should we all he always in 
s preparation for this most necessary duty, that, upon 
every proper occasion for it, we may not be backward 
in pouring forth our souls to the God of our salvation. 
We must continually remember ourselves, as under 
His good Providence, and fly to Him for shelter and 
assistance in all our straights and dangers, and for a 
supply of the good things He sees to be necessary for 
us. Clemens Alexandrinus affirms, that if some ap- 
point certain determinate hours of prayer, the third 
for instance, the sixth, and the ninth, the knowing 
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lan, that is, the good ChriBlian, the persoD of attaln- 
lent ia religion and virtue, prays alt his life long, 
aatening to be present with God by prayer". And 
this perhaps might be our Saviour's intent in 
Luke", where He directs to pray at every season: 
which phrase considered with respect to the contest, 
may yet possibly mean, upon every appearance ol 
danger ; for thus must the pious Christian be dis- 
posed to sue to God at all timea, by shewing himself 
ready to do it, whenever he sees a suitable oppor- 
tunity, and a projier occasion for Lis prayers, follow- 
ing the direction of St. Paul": "Be carefiil for nothing; 
hut in every thing, by prayers and supplications, with 
thanksgiving, let your request he made known unto 
God." And again. Pray always?, or upon every oc- 

on at every season, with all prayer and aupplici 
tion in the spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance. Agreeably hereto, amongst the frag, 
ments of the answers ascribed to St. Polycarp, by 
Feuardeatiusi we read, "the Apostle St, Paul says, 
I die daily ; whereas it is impossible, that a mai 
should every day die a death, by which this life i 
ended at once ; hut, because he was continually pre- 
pared to lay down his life for the Gospel, in this sens 
he professed himself to die daily." And thus must w 
all be sure to pray always, by having got our hearts 
into such a serious and devout disposition, as that n 
may be fit to make our supphcations to Almighty God 
upon every incitement to it, in all conditions, and at 
hours and seasons, when matters and circum 
stances call for it. 

In the second place, such a disposition of mmd ai 
this, will put us upon frequent ejaculations, and ear^ 
nest addresses, to God, upon all accidents; that when 
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we csonot be at liberty to sequester ourselves from 
our worldly afiiuxs, we nevetiheless intermix euch 
holy peiitiona to heaven with them, as tl: 
stances of time, and place, and buHinesa, will admit 
of. A very little recollection will enable the devout 
petitioner to send up his eduI in pious thoughts 
supplications, when possibly be has not a mil 
wholly at bis command from such avocatjons as 
not to be avoided : aud a right temper of mind for 
prayer will make liim very careful, not to let Blip any 
such little cunveniecce for it. Though he < 
always allow himself to set apart a space for longer 
and more tJeliberate prayers, he cannot fail of such 
intermissions in his usual employment, whatever it 
be, as may suffice for the dartbg up some good 
wtsbes, and some very fervent, though brief requests 
to the throne of grace; and may so sanctily his 
worldly business, by the intermixture of ejaculatory 
supplications, as may testify his continual si 
Ood's sovereignty over him, His goodness t 
and the great need he stands in of His mercy. Be 
his occasions ever so urgent, they cannot prevent his 
iiiidiug out some moments, wherein to utter now-aiid- 
lion a pious request for a blessing upon what he is 
'linut, for pardon of his sins, the assistance of the 
! loly Spirit, or other good thmgs, either for himself 
ir others. If we be not wanting to ourselves, wc 
:j)ay be persuaded, as Clemens Alesandrinusspealis'', 
■ that God is always with us; may praise Him, when 
ill the plough ; and sing hymns to Him, whilst under 
sail : " end may at every turn breathe forth sn 
Tout and holy requests to God for what we 
return of praise and thanksgivings for what wc have 
received, or a penitential sigh or petition upon reflec- 
tion of our sins. Whilst we are at study, at work, at 
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lur meala, or lying down, or rising up, or going forth, 
ir returning home, are buying or selling, or otherwise 
] taking care, either of ourselves or others, wherever 
, we be, or however emplojed, it will be no impedi. 
ment to any of our concerns, will ohstruct none of our 
designs, will take ua off from no business, nor will 
cost tis any pains, to lift up our eyes and our hearts 
to God, and to beg of Him, that He will be graciously 
pleased to relieve us in all difficulties, and la blesg 
ourselves, together with whatsoever belongs to us. It 
will he no interruption to our endeavours, for any of 
B to cry " The Lord be merciful to me a sinner," 
upon a thought of his own unworthinesa; "The Lord 
bless and prosper me," wSien engaged in any impor- 
ant design ; " The Lord save me," when in any fear 
ir danger ; " The Lord deliver me," when under any 
calamity ; " The Lord strengthen and assist ms," 
when assaulted with a temptation ; " The Lord be 
praised," for any mercies received; " The Lord give 
e patience," when under any crosses or disappoint- 
ments; "The Lord direct me," when in any diffi- 
culty ; " The Lord extricate me," when fears and 
Borrows, grief and anguish, snares and mischief, have 
taken hold of him. This is to pray, as Tertullian es- 
pressea it', "without a train or retinue of words;" 
and yet is an address well pleasing to God : and 
these and the like are so many several occasions 
for the seriously disposed Christian ta have his soul 
mount up towards Heaven in some such holy reflec- 
tions and desires, as these 1 have instanced in ; which, 
as they are no way troublesome and uneasy, because 
they are the genuine effect of a truly pious temper of 
mind, so do they tend very much to animate and en- 
liven our endeavours, and to make them the more 
■uccesEfut; and are that sort of prayers, in which we 
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may be, above all others, most incessant : or, if tliese 
applications be somewhat long'er than here specified, 
jet, if made in proper Tacanciea, and when other en- 
gagements give way for them, I can seB no manner of 
objection against them. 

Nor is this only a sacrifice highly accepfnble to 
Almighty God, hut likewise such aa, if duly attended 
lo, would prove singularly useliil and beneficial to 
ourselves ; inasmuch as, did we hut upon all occa- 
sions thus apply to God for His protection and help ; 
had we but some good ejaculations in our mouths, a3 
soon as we wake in the morning, and again, ivhen we 
arise out of our beds ; and at night, when we first lie 
down, and again, when we compose ourselves to 
sleep ; and throughout the day, did we dart up some 
request to God upon every emergency ; and when we 
observe nothing else to excite us to it, did we but 
follow Bishop Taylor's advice*, and in few words call 
upon God whenever we hear the clock strike, or as 
much oftener as we please; tesides that this would 
be a verj' proper method for olitaining God's blessing 
upon ourselves, and whatsoever belongs to us, I can 
moreover assure any one, it would be found extremely 
advantageous, both for encouraging us, in a continual 
dependaace upon God, and so far easing us, in a great 
measure, of the cares and troubles, crosses and vexa- 
tions of this life, and farther, for reminding us of 
God's omnipresence, to whom we thus address our- 
selves ; and hence for spurring us on to the perform- 
ance of our duty in general, by engaging us lo 
behave ourselves continually as in His sight. 

Yet are not these sufficient of themselves to answer 
oar obligations to the duty I am here recommending; 
but. in the third place, besides these frequent ejacula. 
tory addresses to our good and gracious God, we must 
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to have also our fixed and stated times of 
prajer. And the truth 19, our raoat proper method 
of worahipping God is in our set and more solemn 
devotioiia, when ive retire from the world, and come 
into God's more immediate presence, to pour oiil 
OUT complaints before Him, and to ehew Him of our 
trouble, to declare our wants, confess our sins, im- 
plore His pardon and forgiTeiees, and the assistance 
of His Holy Spirit to overcome them ; to praise Hiia 
for H!h goodness, and to intercede also for others 
besides ourselves. Thus we are continually to '" make 
prayers, supplications, intercessions, and giving thanka 
for al! men ;" for ouraelves, and all that need our 
prayers, whereby to recommend us and them to the 
divine beneficence, and, by a sacred intercourse with 
Heaven, to bring down most inestimable blessinga 
upon us. And here it is to be observed, that, 

1. We are every day thus to approach the throne 
of Grace, as the Christians did in St, Cyprian's time ; 
of whom he professes, that they would not fail to offer 
up their requests to Almighty God, that His grace 
and good Spirit might be conferred upon them ". 
" We beg," says he, " that we who are sanctified by 
baptism, may persevere as we have begun ; this we 
daily pray for, for we have need of daily aanctifica- 
tion." And again *, " We exhort with all the eameet- 
nesa we can, that we never cease to join together with 
all the people in fastings, watchiugs, and prayers. Let 
U8 diligently persist in our daily groans, and often re- 
peated solicitations ; for these are our heavenly ar- 
mour, which enables us to stand and persevere cou- 
rageously ; these are our spiritual defence, and the 
divine weapons which protect us. Let us therefore 
be mindful of each other, let us agree together, and 
be of one heart, and let us always pray for one another." 
Ep. M. 
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And ag^nl, " We have need of continual prayer and 
supplication, that we fall not short of the heavenly 
kingdom." Thus spake that famous Bishop and Martyr. 
As also St, Austin, epeaking of our Lord's command, 
" to pray alnays. and not to faint," and the Apostles 
requiring to "pray without ceasing," affirms', " that 
these injunctions are most safely underslood to mean, 
that no day should pass without its certain time of 
prayer." And tbe same advice that is here given by 
these great men to their contemporaries, give me leave 
to recommend here, to tbe well-disposed Christian 
reader ; that he certainly take care to allot some part 
of each day, for perfonaance of ao necessary and so 
weighty a duty: a duty that is to be diligently at- 
tended to, and with all the seriousness, and composure 
of mind that may be ; and for which we ought there- 
fore to have certain determinate timee, wherein to 
withdraw from our secular employments, that we may 
be wholly at liberty to plead with our God, and im- 
portunately solicit His favour; which unless we do 
every day, the intervals and chasms hetwLxt our devo- 
tions vnll be so large, that they can no longer be said 
to he, as the Apostle requires they should be, " with. 
out ceasing'." How much of each day is to be set 
apart by every one for this purpose, cannot be deter- 
mined by any general rule, because of the great variety 
of persons, drcumstances, and manner of living ; their 
health, their occupations, tbe difficulties they have to 
Btmggle with, and tbe time that is taken up by them ; 
some having far more leisure at their command than 
others, and the very same person not finding himself 
always in the same disposition for prayer, nor having 
■Iwaye the same occasion, nor the same opportunities 
for it. However, so much of our time we ought to 
separate from common use, as that the duty may he 
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perfomied at least twice every day. Those whose 
occasions will permit them, may do it oflener: but 
every one should be sure to do it Ihua often. 

This, 1 think, may more than probably be inferred 
from those Baj:rifi,ces, which were offered under the 
law ; which, being repeated twice every day, were 
therefore called the continual burnt-offering'' : " Now 
tliis is that which thou shalt offer opon the altar; two 
lamba of the first year, day-by-day continually ; the 
one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning, and the 
other lamb thou shalt offer in the even : " and " this 
shall be your continual burnt-offering." For so it 
follows in verse 42. Now I cannot see, how our 
services can in like manner be Baid to be continual, 
if we be not at least as constant in them, as the Jews 
were in their oblations. And perhaps one reason 
why it is not more particularly decided in the New 
Testament, how often in a day God expects this duty 
from US, might be, because these sacrifices being 
special types of our Saviour, and His worship, might 
seem sufficient to inform us, that nothing less than 
this will be accepted under the Gospel. But whether 
this he so or not, it is certain, their attendance both at 
the temple and synagogue, will shamefully reproach 
ua, if we endeavour not to answer it in the frequency 
of our ClirisUan sacrifices, the " calves of our lips." 

Besides, reason itself could dictate, that since WC 
every day stand in need of God's favour and loving- 
kindness, He may justly expect that we should every 
day thus apply ourselves to Him for it: we should 
not dare to enter upon the business of the day with- 
out having fiist implored His blessing upon what we 
take in hand ; nor should at night compose ourselves 
to sleep, till we have again recommended ourselves to 
His protection ; beseeching Him, of His infinite good- 
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ness, U) preeerre us from the many dangers whereto 
we lie exposed. Neither can we hope, by any t 
bivftnce we can possibly pitch upon, lo secure ( 
selTes from evils and misfortunes, or proceed in 
employments, better than if we continiudly both begin 
and end the day willi our devotions. 

And if we but a little consult the writings of s( 
of the ancient ChrisdanB, we shall find that they from 
time to time, recommend the same practice to us. 

Clemens Aleiandrinus mentions it as the use in 
daye, " to pray and read, and do good in the morning, 
and to give thanks again in the evening for mer " 
received'." 

The constitutions, called Apostolical, order, that 
Oie Bishops command and exhort the people to be 
constantly at church every day. morning and even 
iDg, and not at all to fail ; but lo come duly together 
and not maim and dismember Chxist's body by their 
absence*. 

TertuUian speaks of praying "always," and "every 
wbere, and at any time;" but especially advises to 
dbeerve those three times of prayer used by Daniel, by 
&e Jews in our Saviour's time, a:id by the Christians 
afterwards ; calling them by the name of " the apo- 
Btoiic hours'." 

Origen undertakes to shew from some expressions 
and examples in Scripture, tliiit prnyors ought to be 
made not less than three times every day'. 

St. Jerome professes, there are three times in 
which our knees are to be bowed to God, which the 
ecclesiastical tradition interprets to be at the third 
hour, the sixth, and the ninth ; the third, when the 
Holy Ghost descended upon the disciples ; the sixth, 
when Peter went to the top of the house to pray ; 
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and the ninth, when both Peter and John went up 
together into the templeT 

St. Chryeoatom intimalea it to have been the pnuv 
tice of hia time, to go to church, and pray, at the tbres 
ueuaJ hours ; and exhorts such as happen to be una- 
voidably detained &om Buch assemblies, to pray to 
God in other placea K 

St. Cyprian* conceives these three hours to contain, 
in them a myatical representation of the Trinity ; and 
Bays, the worshippers of God " having long since 
spiritually determined these hours, were very obser- 
vant of the appointed and stated hours of prayer." 
But, not content herewith, he subjoins, " But we, 
most beloved brethren, have our seasons for prayer 
increased beyond the hours which were observed of 
old. For we must pray in the morning, that the re- 
surrection of our Lord may be celebrated by an early 
supplication ; and when the sun sets, and the day 
draws to a conclusion, we must necessarily pray 
again." So that this father, if I understand him 
aright, requires no less than five returns of this duty 
every day, as othera, you see, did three, and others 
two. And indeed thus to prostrate ourselves before 
God, at least twice a day. is as httle as can possibly 
he expected from those who truly desire to approve 
the nisei ves to Him. 

2. But then as the Jews were every sabbath to add 
their " continual humt-offerings," two lambs, and two 
tenth-deals of fine tlour mingled with oil", together 
with the drink-offering tliereof; so should we Chris- 
lians. on the Lord's day, and other holidays, assemble 
to solicit God by a peculiar attendance upon Him. 
We must not abstain from our ordinary labour and 
employments, that we may spe^d the day in idleness, 
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excess, or any kind of wickedness ; but thnt wc 
may have leisure to wait on our God, to serve and 
■worsliip Hira, according to His own appointment. 
Neither may we content ourselves witli our private 
I domestic devotions, when we have the convenience of 
more public assernblies ; but we must be like the 
Christians in Justin Martyr's days, Of whom he re- 
lates, " That on the day called Sunday, all that dwelt, 
I whether in the cities or the countries, met together, 
it the place appointed; and there had the discourses 
of the Apostles, or the writings of the Prophets read 
to them as the time would permit. Then the reader 
sing, the President, or Bishop, began to warn and 
eshort them to practise what had been read ; after 
which exhortation they all with one consent arose, 
and offered up their prayers, and bo proceeded to the 
holy Eucharist'." Which was notthen administered, 
) it is now in abundantly too many places, but three 
r four times in a year, but every day that they had 
these public congregations. These devout Christians 
did not keep from church, as if they thought they 
I could sei-ve God as well by themsekes at home : but, 
I besides their own private devotions, they held them- 
I ^ves obliged to be present at the solemn assemblies ; 
I and not only to hear a sermon, but that, together with 
1, they might have an opportunity of praying to 
God, and receiving the Saci-ament ; of which they 
I -were so earnestly desirous, that when the Emperor. 
I Trajan prohibited their meeting to this purpose, they 
■e not, however, discouraged, but would come to- 
__ her early in the morning, even before it was day, 
1 as both the younger Pliny™, and after him Tertullian ", 
J testify, to name no more. They knew that God had 
I required them to be earnest solicitors to Uim for His 
1 favour and loving-kindness ; and accordingly they 
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vould be Bure, as at other times, more especially on 
Hie own day, to accost Him with their petitions; and 
BO must we too ; we must be peculiarly ohBervant of 
these select times of devotion, before we can look upon 
ourselves to have been rightly exercised in the duty of 
prayer. Nor is this all, but further, 

3. In such places, where God is pleased to vouch- 
safe us other opportunities for public prayer and 
thanksgiving, we may justly conclude, that He looks 
we should by no means slight or neglect them. It la 
said of the apostles of our Lord, after Himself wa« 
taken from amongst them, that they worshipped Him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy ; and they 
were " continually," or " always, in the temple, 
praising and blessing God°." As much as to say, 
at all those seasons when the Jews were wont to re- 
pair thilher for this pui-pose. In like manner said our 
Saviour of Himself p; "I have ever taught in the 
synagogue, and in the temple wliither the Jews always 
resort ; " meaning, at all their set times of prayer. 
And so the apostle to the Hebrews^ testifies of the 
Jewish priests, that they " went always into the 
tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God," i. e. 
at all the solemn times appointed them. And I can- 
apprehend, how can we he said to pray always, or 
incessantly, if we needlessly absent ourselves from 
this duty ; and, besides the addresses made lo God 
home, do not take all opportunities we reasonably 
n, of attending upon Him in the puhUc congrega- 
ins. Wheresoever God grants peculiar advantages 
of serving and honouring Hira, we ought to believe 
that He looks for an answerable improvement of 
1 ; and that those, who enjoy them, should do 
somewhat more than others who partake not of the like 
happiness. At least, I am sure that to he very punc- 




tuallj observant of our times of public worship, would 
be a singular means of entitling ub to God's favoui 
and bringing down His blessings upon ua. " Where 
two or three are gathered together in My name," saj-a 
our Saviour', "there am I in the midst of them." 
Hereby informing ua, that Almighty God, who ia 
ever ready to hear the single prayers of devout and 
holy Boula, is more especially attentive to such aa 
come from a whole body of supplicants. And accord- 
ingly these petitions the ancient Christians believed 
80 highly prevalent, that they needed not douht of 
His favour and blessing, when they came tbu 
beleaguer heaven with the united force of a whole 
congregation. "Coimua in ccetum et eongregatio 
nem," says Tertulhan'; "We aasemhle and mee 
together, that, approaching God, as it were by troops, 
■He may the more powerfully sue to Him for His 
fevour ; this being a sort of violence, that ia very 
pleasing and acceptable to Him." In like mai 
St. Cyprian' teacbea, " Quicquid petitur a cunctis, 
Deum pacia pacificia eshibere;" that the God of 
peace will deny nothing to the peacemakers, 
provided it be asked by all in a general assembly. 
And again", "If two agreeing together can do 
much, what might an agreement betwixt all produt 
If all the brethren had united in that peace, which 
our Lord had given, they had before this obtained of 
the mercy of God, that which they had asked, and 
had not been so long tossed about with the hazard of 
their safety and faith. For " many, even the lea^t," 
lays St. Ambrose*, when "gathered together with 
one consent, are made great; and it ia impossible, 
that the prayers of many should not succeed," Aa 
Origen'' also, discoursing of the place of prayer, con. 
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ceiveH, that " when men rightly asaemble themaelvefc , 
there is a douhle congregation of petitioners," namelf 
the persons thus met together, fltid their angels, whom 
we suppose to attend such assemblieE, and to back 
and press Iheir BuppEcations. But in this aU agree, 
that if we can hope to pleaae God, and procure His 
blessing, when we pray to Him more privately, much 
rather may we, when we duly join with the congre- 
gation. And before all these St. Ignatius" argues 
thus : " If the prayer of one or two be of such effi- 
cacy, how much more that of the bishop, and whole 
clergj-?" 

And no wonder if these kind of addresses be ein- 
gularly acceptable to Almighty God', since they ice 
for His honour, and our own advantage ; for herein 
we worship Him as members of His Church, and or-' 
dinarily our devotions are warmer, and more lively, 
than when we are alone; we, in a more remarkable 
manner, maintain that communion of Saints, whereof 
we make profession in our Creed; we follow our 
Saviour's direction, who has taught us to pray, not 
" My Father," but " Our Father, which art in hea-i 
ven;" and the practice of His Apostles, who "all; 
continued with one accord in prayer and supplica- 
tion''," and on the day of Pentecost, " were all with 
one accord in one placeV' ^"^ °^ many of the dis-, 
ciples, who "were gathered together praying V' when 
St. Peter, being miraculously released out of prison, 
came and acquainted them witli the wonderful manner 
of his deliverance : we have the holy angels present 
with us, according to St. Paul" ; " For this cause 
ought the woman to have power on her head," or 
perliapB to have a veil on her head, in token of her 
huBband's power over her, because of the angels; 




the holy angels being then believed to be present 
ivifh us, either aa " ministering spirits," sent forth 
for the good of such as are there aasenibled, or ulse 
as members of the Clmrch triumphant, stooping to 
bear a part with us in these solemnities : and lastly, 
hereby we do our parts towards maintaining a sense 
of God in the world, letfing our light shine before 
men, and reminding both ourselves and others of His 
power and sovereignty, and the duty we all owe to 
Him. 

Whereas on the contrary, the neglecting thus to 
assemble ourselves, is not only a disrespect to those 
that do it, and a alighting the authority of the Church, 
which directs it; hut it is a heinous offence to Al- 
mighty God, and a great dishonour to our most holy 
religion, whose credit nnd reputation cannot be up- 
held in the world, without a visible profession of it. 
Persons may be very serious and devout alone, and 
may obtain many blessings from Ood, according to 
those words of our Saviour : " When thou prayest, 
thou shalt not be like the hypocrites ; for they love 
to pray standing in the synagogues', and in the cor- 
ner of the streets, that they may be Been of men. But 
whea thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when 
thou hast shut the door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret 
riiall reward thee openlys," We may, I say, per- 

' 'Er ToTs tn/vayvyaiSf ^Mn tho Bja^pigan,^' sepmi not 1o bfl 
Ksnl hera oT the DrD«r oiuH for roligiouB wonbip! foi what horl 
ucud pnnly toi tha aervin of 
- rath*r I tiko il lo imporl. 



form an acceptable serrice to God, and obtain many 
blessings from Him, by worshipping Him in private, 
when we have not an opportunity of doing it more 
solemnly. But yet it must be owned, that these de- 
votiona are faulty, whensoever they stand in compe- 
tition with, and are an hindrance to, such as should 
hare been more public. And if the requests we thus 
make to God are not answered, possibly one reasoii 
of it may be, that either we are not duly converBont 
in them, or at least, that we choose rather to make 
them by ourselves, than with the joint concurrence of 
the whole congregation. " Always," says Maimoni- 
des, as I find him cited by Mr. Thorndike'', " Always 
let a man go morning and evening to the synagogue; 
for his prayer is not heard always, but in the syaa. 
gognes ; and he who dwelleth in a city where there 
is a synagogoe, and prayeth not there with the con- 
gregation. Ibis is he that is called a bad neighbour." 
"And well may he be called a bad neighbour," says 
this great man, " that will not lend his neighbour'a 
prayers the strength of his own ; but himself lindeth 
the fruit of his own bad neighbourhood, when bis own 
prayers want the assistance of his neighbour's. The 
Church is one in faith, and one in love ; to this pur- 
pose, that all that hold the unity of it may iind tliG 
strength of the whole in the effect of their own pray- 
ers. This is that one shoulder, and that one lip, of 
the prophet Zephaniah ; one shoulder to crowd into 
God's service, and one lip to praise Him with. This 
is that one mountain of God in the prophet Isaiah, 
untowhichheforetelleth that "all nations should flow." 
And thus we are all to approve ourselves to God, by 
a constant attendance at the house of prayer, accord- 
ing as we meet with suitable opportunity for it. 
One thing more I have also to recommend to tho 
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deToul Christian ; and that is, that he be urgent and 
unwearied in his petitions, and do not give over, but 
repeat them from time to time, till our good and gra. 
cioua God condescends to give a favourable answer; 
he must not suffer his heart to faint, hut must continue 
"instant in prayer','' endeavouring by this restless 
importunity to prevail for those good things, which 
were not to be had upon easier terms. He must 
labour to work in himself such a sense of God's in- 
finite goodness, that he may not be discouraged, 
though he wait some time to get hia request granted ; 
and, for his support herein, he may remember that the 
most absolute and most comfortable promises of being 
heard, are made to the importunate suitors ; so that 
howsoever otiiers do obtain mercies, these may be 
sure not to go without them ; as is sufBciently inti. 
mated in the parable of the distressed widow, who, 
taking no denial, persisted in her intreatiea, until the 
unjust judge, wearied with her complaints, resolved, 
though not for her sake, or for the justice of her cause, 
yet out of pity to himself, to do her right, that she 
might no longer remain a trouble to hira''. Or, if 
this parable be not enough of itself, lo engage us all 
"to pray, and not to faint," our blessed Saviour, in 
His sermon on the moimt, gives us the greatest assur- 
ance of being hesrd, if we do not forbear to reiterate 
and press our supplication'; "Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you," Where, by an excellent gra- 
dation. He invites and encourages us to take no re- 
lapse ; but if we do not receive upon the first asking, 
or find upon the first seeking, yet go on, and continue 
knocking; and then we need not doubt, 



e thus frequent and earnest in their pi-ayei 



, shall 



have the treasures of Heaven opened, and a full supply 



poured down upon tlicni for all their necesBilies. To 
this purpose St. Cyprian™ exhorts the priests sod 
deacotie of his Church of Carthnge, " to beg mercy of 
God I'rom the boltom of their hearts, and with dieit 
vhole Houl, asking that they may receive ; and withal, 
that if there should he any delay, and the heinousnes* 
of their sins should withhold ihe fulfilling their desireB, 
they would then knock; inasmuch as to him that 
knocks shall be opened, only upon condition that 
knocking be with prayers, sighs, and tears, which are 
to be persisted in, notwithstanding any diacourage- 
ment the petitioner may meet with." Nor ie this 
advice less proper for ouradves; who cannot but 
aftentimca find it necessary, in order to getting our 
petitions granted, to seek God from, day to day, re- 
Bolying not to desist till He shall be prevailed with to 
lend us a gracious ear. Sometimes He is easily en- 
treated to dispense His favours, and then our duty is 
thankfully to admire and praise Him for such Hia 
goodness ; but when He thinks fit to hold back Hia 
hand, he thereby informs us that we have not euffi- 
cienlly made our re<^uests before Him, and ought 
therefore to persist in, and enforce them, all we can, 
as we would not miss of what we sue for. And thue 
muchisimplied in that injunction of the Apostle, where- 
in he requires us " to continue instant in prayer "," so 
as that, though God seems not to hearken to us, we 
suffer not ourselves, however, to be discouraged, and 
to desist from supplicating His divine Majesty, but 
rather have our desires the more inflamed, and be 
always the more earnest and importunate with Him. 

And now, after all, what sort of Christians must 
those he, (hat can allow themselves in the neglect of 
this necessary and important, becoming, and moat 
beneficial duty? or what good can we hope for vixit- 

m £p. ll.c. S. n Rom. lii. 12. 



out the constant exercise of it? "We mny as well t 
pect to presene our bodies alive without eiiti:iff 
drinking, as truly to thrive either iu body or soul 
without a continual daily exercise of serious anc 
portunate devotions. And indeed, what employment 
can we have, so worthy to lake up our lime and 
thoughts, or that will ever turn to such advantage, 
in respect both to this world and the nest, as a con- 
stant converse with God by prayer? Hereby we do 
honour to ourselves, we recommend ourselves to God's 
favour, we act like rational creatures, and shew our- 
selves truly to be men ; we tesliiy the sense we have 
of God's good providence over all His creatures, and 
in particular over ourselves, and all our concerns both 
spiritual and temporal; and, in a word, we take the 
best course we can to make ourselves happy both here 
and hereafter. Which whosoever duly considers with 
himself, raethinks he should not need to be pi'essed to 
live in the practice of so just and reasonable a duty. 
Did not experience sadly testify the contrary, it were 
hardly to be conceived that any who do not renounce 
all pretence to religion, could possibly be strangers to 
prayer. And none that regards his own welfare, both 
here and hereafter, but must inevitably find himself 
under the highest and most indispensable obligations 
to this weighty and most truly Christian duty. 

And for the pious Christian's daily use in this re- 
spect, I here recommend to him a Manual of Devo- 
tions, fitted for most persons and eases, and moat of 
them collected from several of the greatest writers we 
have had in this way, by a gentleman of great piety, 
ingenuity, and industry, and who, if it please God to 
prolong his life, is like to prove a considerable orna. 
m.-nt to the Church; who, as be has laid down divers 
..' <lI directions and assistances fur regulating our 
i: < i.iits, and teaching ub to lift them up to God at 



our first arising out of our beds ; so has he furuislied 
the reader with plenty of holy meditations for every 
day in the week, on which the weil-disposed Christian 
may enipSoy his mind as long and as usefully as he 
pleases ; and with a set of devotions likewise for each 
day, full and significant, and well answering' hia de- 
sign, yet not so long, hut that men of trade and busi. 
ness may easily find time for them ; and those who 
enjoy more leisure hours may carry them on lo a 
greater length out of the additions he has made of 
other following prayers upon difierent occasions, as 
shall beet suit their circumstances aad necessities. 
Here is provision also made for Feasts and Fasts, 
for Advent Sundays, and other Holydays, and an 
office for the Holy Communion, well composed and 
adapted to that purpose, that by the help of it the 
worthy communicant may approach the holy altar with 
a right disposition of mind, and may behave himself 
there with that zeal, and fervour, and devotion, that 
sense of our Saviour's infinile love in dying for us, 
that abhorrence of our sins, and unfeigned humilia- 
tion and sorrow for them, that faith in Christ, that 
love and charity to men, and all those good purposes 
and resolutions of amendment, and a better obedience 
by God's grace for the future, wliich become so sacred 
an ordinance. 

And, in the whole, that here is nothing but what is 
exactly agreeable to the doctrine and worship of the 
Church of England, may easily be concluded from the 
names of the authors out of whom the collection is 

So that all I have further to add, is only to entreat Ir 
the devout Christian to be both constant and fervent 
in these and all other his addresses to Almighty God; 
remembering that it is too much to think ol' ha^ing the 
things we want bestowed upon us, without having 



made earnest application to God for them. Prayer 
a duty of homage lo Almighty God, an ackiiowledg- 
nient of our continual dependence upon Him, and that 
all our hopes and expectations are only from Him; 
and it is what He expressly requires of all that would 
partake of His munificence. Not that He has any 
Deed to he informed of our wants, for He fully knows 
our frame and constitution, and our ciicumatancei 
the world, and the preparation we are in in order to 
another, and understands what is good for us, inci 
parably better than we ourselves do; but only that 
this is a method that highly becomes ns, and wherein, 
moreover. He has decreed to bestow His mercies. 
Though He be ready of His own infinite goodness to 
dispense His favours where He sees them wanting, 
and even before we ask Him. yet will He not do it 
unless we first sue to Him for them. A plainer 
stance of this great truth cannot be desired than what 
we meet with in the prophet Eiekiel: "Then the 
heatben that are left round about you shall know that 
I the Lord build the ruined places, and plant that 
that was desolate : I the Lord have spoken it, and I 
will do if," Here ia a positive promise of mercy and 
deliverance, Ibat God would be gracious to His people, 
and would not fail to repair their desolations, and heal 
their breaches. And yet the next words assure 
He would not do it for them otherwise than upon tl 
'arnest supplications to Him, " Thus saith the Lord 
■'lod, I will yet he enquired of by the house of Israel, 
to do it for them."' And one would think no one 
should be backward to do this that does not utterly 
fjrget what inestimable blessings Almighty God has 
in store for all that duly seek after them ; and what 
dreadful judgmente, on the contrary, attend those who 
forbear to worship Him : that He will be infinitely 
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KETHOD OF DAILY DEVOTIONS. 

soon as ever you awiike in the morniiig, strivo, as 
itly as jou can, to keep aU norldlj thoughts out of 
mind, till j^ou have preeeated tho first-fruits of the 
dtLj to God ; which mil be an excellent preparative to 
make jou spend the rest of it the better : and at jour 
fint waking, oi rising, offer up to Qod the follovting 
ejacnlations. 



Awake, O my bouI, aod sing praises to God. 

I laid me down, and slept, and rose up agaio ; for the 
Lord sustained me. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord, for watching over me 
this night. 

Lord, raise me up at the last day to life e\ei- 
luting. 

When you have thus begun. Buffer not, 'without some 
urgent necessity, any worldly thoughts to fill your hearty 
Mil you have paid your most solema devotions also to 
Alnugbty God : and therefore, while you are dressing 
yourself, exercise your mind in spiritual and religious 
meditations ; consider to what temptations, business or 
r-impany are that day most likely to lay you open ; and 
'■rm yourself with resolutions against them : what occa- 
;■ ns of doing service to God, or good to your neighhour, 
ii that day most likely to offer themselves ; and resolve 
' ' cm.brace them, and contrive how to improve them to 

As soon as you are ready, enter into your closet, and 

uitekly kneeling on your knees, say the following prayer : 

A PBBPAEATOBT PEATEE. 

Pbevint me, I beseech Thee, O Lord, in all ray 
I'nings, with Thy most gracious inspirations; and 
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further me with Thy continued help, that every prayer 
and religious duty of mine may begin always irom 
, Thee, and in Thee he happily ended, and more espe- 
cially the service I am now entering upon ; suffer not 
the vanities of this world to divert my thoughts 
from what I am about, nor to distract my attention, 
and carry away ray affections from Thee. O let me 
not incur the guilt of drawing near to Thee with my 
lips, while my heart is far from Thee : but quicken 
my soul, which cleaveth to the dust ; spiritualize my 
grovelling affections ; possess my heart which opens 
itself to Thy gracious influences, with such a strong 
and vigorous lore towards Thee, that whenever I 
prostrate myself before Thee, my heart may be fixed 
and stayed on Thee, and my cold and earthly desires 
touched with an out- stretched ray from Thyself, till 
they flame up to Thee in fervours answerable to my 
pressing wants : that I may so ask as to receive, so 
seek as to find, so knock that it may be opened unto 
me, through Jesus Christ, my blessed Lord and Be- 
deemer. Amen. 

Then riflo from your kneoa, and road some portion of 
Holy Scripture, more especinlly of the New Testament ; 
first, in a short ejaculation, beseeching your Heavenly 
Father to asaiat you with Ilia Holy Spirit, that you may 
10 underetand and practise TTia ^toid, that It make you 
nisc unto salvation. 

While you are reading coBsider that Qod is speaking 

to you and therefore read with attention and humility ; 

and endeavour as much as you can, to suit your affeo- 

' tiona to the subject you are upon. Let the reading ajnj 

J of God B commands esc te n you a seal to keep them ; 

I (he readi g His threatenmgs against sinners, or Hij 

\ judgraente on them, a fear to provoke Him ; let His 

' gnc ouB promises qmcken your obedience, and the in- 

- Btan of H a mercies excite you to thanksgiving : when 

J I the great mysteriei recorded in holy writ, pioa- 




CAILT nETOnolTB, 

trate your reason to Divine Revelation ; and, ir 

of jour reading, lift up yoni heart to God L 

these short ejaculations, according to the uatiue of the 

subject before you. 



Xiord, ^ve me grace to obey this command: 
Lord, deliver me from this sin, or, thie judgment: 
or. Glory be to Thee, O Lord, for thie mercy: 
Lord, I believe and adore this mystery. 

Then read over the decad of the pious and at 
sentences prefixed to your daily devotions, and digest 
thorn wall by meditation : after which, offer up to God 
VODT mDmiug sacrifice of praise and prayer. 

WaJk all the da; in the fear of Ood ; natch against 
temptation ; neglect n - ^ i - i 



gSj 




^ iy embrace evety opportunity of frequenting the 
public worship of God in His Church ; aad when ia the 
evening you again retire into your closet, after having 
used the preparatory prayer, and read 
Holy Scnptures, and the decad, as ^ 
ceed to examine your heart. 

EX*MrifATI01f. 

What sin, either of thought, word, i 
hsMC that day committed ? 

What opportunity of doing good you b; 
omitted ? 

What imperfeclions your reiigious duties \ 
chargeable with ? 

Whether you have wronged your n 
thing? and, if you have, whether you are ready to 
make him restitution and reparation? 

Whether, if any man have wronged you, you a 
ready to forgive him, even as jou desire that God, 
fur Christ's sake, should forgive you ? 

Ci.:i-!(Ifr n!.i) »L;H turnl". ^ luii have that day n 

■•■■Ir "What 'liJ/.i.i.i.f ■ ■ /iihcr from dangerous 
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r from any great and a 



and violent Umptati 
paient danger ? 

And if nothing eitiaoidinajy hath happened, but you 
haya been kept eren from the approach of danger, you 
have so much the greater cause to magnif; God, nbo luith 
80 guarded you, that not the least fear of evil hath come 
nigh jonr dwelling. After these meditations, offer up 
your evening Bacrifice of prayer and praise ; confess your 
sins humbly and penitently ; renew your resolutions of 
amendment, and beg for mercy through Christ ; and this 
not slightly, and only as of course, but with all devout 
eameatneas, aa you would do if you were sure joui 
death were as near approaching as your sleep ; which, 
for aught you know, may be so indeed ; and, Uierefore, 
you should no more venture to sleep imreconcjled to God 
than you would dare to die go. Omit not also to pay 
Hi'" the tribute of your humble thanks, as well for Eu 
usual and dwly preservations, aa for His estraordioaiy 
deliverances ; and, above all, endeavour by the conu- 
derntion of His mercies to have your heart the more 
closely knit to Him, remembering that every favour 
received from Him ia a new engagement upoa you to 
love and obey Him. 

As you are putting off your clothes, think with your- 
self that the time approachefl when you must put off 
your body alao, and your soul must appear naked bofare 
God's judgment-seat ; and, therefore, while it is now 
the accepted time, while the day of salvation laatetfa, 
make your calling and election sure, that the great and 
terrible day of the Lord may not overtake yon un- 
awares. 

As you began, so end, with glorifying God ; that the 
outgoings of the morning Bud evening may praise Him j 
and when you compose yourself to rest, say, 

I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest ; 
for it is Thou, Lord, only, that makest me to 
dwell in safety. 

Into Thy bands I commend my spirit ; for Thou 
hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth. 



DEVOTIONS FOR EVERT DAY IN THE WEEK. 



SONDAY MORNING. 



HIB daj na obseiTB in memory of o' 
j FurrectioD, and ne should distinguish it bj ( 
1 votions Hud religious duties as much as it is distiaguiahed 
bj the blessings ve thereon commemorate. 

2. Ijet us dedicate one da,y in the ireek at least to 
His service, lo whom we owe all the days of o 

I a serrice sweet and easy in iteelf, and infinitely rich 
in its etemaJ rewards. 

3. Take heed that you do not turn your back o 
i holy table, when the beaTenly banquet is prepaied; for 
y he cannot keep the Lord's day as he ought, who rejects 
T my opportunity of communicating wi' "' 

most Bofeton act of His public worsSp. 

4. If thou endeavourest to live like a good Christian, 
■ thou art certainly well prepared, and wilt Qnd a gracious 

ptioa from Thy compassionate Savipur; but if thou 
sest to come, when thou art called with so much ear- 
Ij nest kindness, thou despisest the riches of Ood's good- 
n ness, and by thy hardened and impenitent heart, trea- 
J *iirest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath. 
J 5. It is not he who prays ofteneat, or comes r 
' frequently to the Altar, that is the most holy and s; 
'ified person; but he who is the most like to God, and 
jliounds moat with tho frmts of the Spu^t 

6. To go to church, pnj, hear suTnons, and roctiye 
'.be Holy Sacrament, and at the same time to hve wil- 
fully in any known iniquity, is to endeavoui to impose 
on Giod, and to betray our own 'oula 

7. He who pretends to the perfection of true piety, 
without the use of those means of grace, is presumptu 

s and ignorant aud be who places all religion u 
kikh performances is weak dud foobsh. 
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6 DBTOTIONS TOB 

8. If we be risen with ClmEt, let us seek tbe things 
that are above ; for whj should our hearts still dwell 
upon earth, since the treasure of our hearts is returned 
to Heareul 

9. There rem^eth a Salibath unto the people of 
God, in which the just shall rest fcom aJl their labours ; 
when all grief, sorrow, and sighing, shall Hj away, and 
Ood shall be all in all. 

10. Lot our prayers and desires be, that we noay 
enter into that rest [ that we may bo pass through 
things temporal, that wo Snallj loss not the things 
eternal. 
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i. PBAYEB FOB 

Bp. Ken and Mr. St 

Ar,MiGHTT God, Father of all mercies, I, Thy 
worthy serrant, present myself with all humility 
before Thy Divine Majesty, to offer to Thee this 
my morning sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, for 
all Thy goodness and loving-kindness vouchsafed 
unto me, Thy sinful creature. Blessed be Thou by 
a!) Thy creatures, for Thy great glory in that stu. 
pendous effect of Thy power and wisdom, the creation 
of the heavens and tbe earth, the sea, and all that in 
in them is; more especially for the creation of mnn, 
the conclusion of Thy great work ; for making him 
nfter Thine own image and likeness, capable of iovii^ 
and enjoying Thee eternally. 

But above all, I praise and magnify Thy name, for 
Thy inestimable love to lost mankind, in tbe redemp- 
tion of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for BEs 
meritorious death and passion. His glorious and 
triumphant resurrection and ascension; and the mia- 
sion of the Holy Ghost, tbe Comforter, 

Glory be (o Thee, O God, who, in compassion to 
human weakness, not capable of an uninterrupted 
conli'mplation of Thee brj>!t appointed a solemn day 
'I 1 se for the remembrance of these Thine ' 
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mable blessinga of creation and redemption. Glory 
be to Thee, for pvoportioningp a eeventh part of our 
time to Thyself, and liberally indulging the remainder 
to our own use. O let me ever esteem it ray pri. 
vilege and happinesB to have a day of reel eel apart 
for Thy service, and the concemB of my own soul; 
to have a day free from distraction, disengaged from 
the world, therein I have nothing to do but to praise 
and to love Thee; O let it ever be to me a day 
eacred to divine love, a day of heavenly rest and 
refreshment ! 

Let Thy Holy Spirit, who on the first day of the 
week descended in miraculous gilts and graces on the 
Apostles, descend on me. Thine unworthy servant, 
tbat I may be always in the Spirit on the Lord's day: 
let His blessed inspirations prevent and assist me in 
all the religious duties and services of this Thine holy 
day, that I may worship Thee as 1 ought, both in my 
closet and in the congregation ; that lay wandering 
thoughts may be fixed on Thee, my tumultuous affec- 
tions composed, and my flat and cold desires quick, 
ened into eerious devotions, and fervent longings and 
thiratings after Thee. O let me join in the prayers 
and praises of Thy Church, with ardent and heavenly 
■y affections; hear Thy word with earnest attention, and 
a firm resolution of mind to observe and obey it; and 
whenever I approach Thiue Altar, pour into my heart 
those most exceUent graces of humility, patience, faith, 
love, and all those holy dispositions, which become 
the solemn remembrance of a crucified Bayiour. Let 
me employ this day to all those holy purposes Thou 
hast appointed, in works of necessity, devotion, and 
charity; in prayer, praise, and meditation; and let 
the words of my mouth, and the meditations ol 
heart, be always acceptable in Thy eight, O Lord, 
my Strength, and my Redeemer. 





Let the prayers and sacrifices of Thy holy Catholic 
Church, tliia day offered unto Thee, he ia mercy 
graciously accepted ; accompany Thine own institu- 
tions with Thine own blessings ; let Thy priests be 
clothed with righteousness, and pardoa all Thy people 
who are not prepared according- to the preparation 
of the aanctuary. Accept the supplications of Thy 
Church for all states and conditiona of men; give 
Thy Son the heathen for His inheritance, and the 
utmost parts of the world for His possession; pros- 
per the endeavours of all those who are sincerely 
engaged in propagating Christian knowledge through- 
out the world, thnt Thy way may be known upon 
earth, and Thy saving health among all nations. 
Scatter the enemies of Thy Church who delight in 
blood: infatuate and defeat their counsels, abate their 
pride, assuage their malice, and confound their de- 
vices ; and gTEUit that a!! who confess Thy Holy 
Name may agree in the truth of Thy Holy Word, 
and live in unity and godly love, devoutly serving 
Thee in all good works, to the glory of Thy Majesty, 
that they may inherit Thine everlasting kingdom, and 
enter into that rest which Thou hast reserved for Thy 
people, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost, one God blessed for ever. Amen, 
Our Father, &c. 



SUNDAY EYENING. 
THE DECAD. 

TnBRB is nothing that so much strengtheneth our faith 
and trust in God, and bo effectually keepcth up innocence 
and pureneBB of heart, as continuoll; to read and meditat« 
on God's wrad. 



8TTNIIAT EVESIITO. 

5. The Hoi; Gthost is certainlj the best preacher in the 
world, and the words of Scripture the best EermoQS. 

3. It is no reflection upon us if wo do not undeistand 
the principles ofpliilo5ophy,northe problems of the mathe- 
mtbcjans, nhen ne make neither of these studies our pro- 
fession : but when we profess ourselves Christians, not to 
koovr the will of our Lord and Master Jeaua Christ is an 
unpaj'douable ueglect. 

4, How can we contend earnestly for the faith once 
deliTered to the saints, if we do not carefullj studj the 
Scriptures to leitm whkt that faith is, and what those 
reuona nre which oblige us to contend for it I 

6. If you woidd read the Scriptures, and profit by that 
reading, you must do it with a submissiTa and humble 
disposidon of mind ; and account it a greater excellence 
to Delieve what Glod bath said, than to all'oct the reputa* 
tion of learning by singularity of opiniou, or by a bold 
Attempt to bring down the mysteries of faith to our finite, 
imperfect comprehensions. 

6. Natural Ught acknowledges the Divine Nature to be 
incomprehensible. Wehaveno reason, therefore, to reject 
doctrine which Qod reveals, though ever so mys- 
tta and inoomprehenaive to our finite uuderstaodings. 
r. It is BufGcient that the mysteries of our holy faith 
bo proved by the testimonies of the divinely-in- 
^ i writings ; and that the tlatholio Church has ever 
believed them in the sense we understand them ; they 
who are removed &om this foundation, are always liable 
to be exposed to dangerous errors and damnable heresies. 

8. What is a, man the better for entering into the sub- 
blime mysteries of the Trinity, and being able to dispute 
nicely on that adorable union, if he wants those virtues 
■nd graces without which he must needs lie under the 
displeasure of the Trinity ? 

9. Christ has given us TTjq Qospel, not for the subject 
of talk and dispute, but for the rule of life and practice ; 
Hid has annexed to it His promises, not as rewards of 
idleness, but only of active service and obedience. 

10. Though you bad all the Bible faithfully treasured 
) in yoiii memory, and » perfect compiehension of all 







the either divine or moral philosophy in the world, i 
what purpose Berves this mighty stock of rulea, if di 
drann into use by charity, and seconded by divine grace 1 

A FB4YEE FOB aUNDAT EVENING, 

Frem IhB UUngr. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesua Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men ; I acknow- 
ledge and bewail my manifold ains and wickednesB, 
which I, from time to lime, most grievously have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, against Thy 
Divine Majesty, proToking moat justly Thy wrath 
and indignation against me. I do earnestly repent, 
and am heartily aony for these my misdoings; and 
the remembrance of them is as grievous unto me as 
the burden of them is intolerable. 

Have mercy upon rae, O God, afler Thy great good- 
ness : according to the multitude of Thy mercies do 
away mine oifences : and create and make in me a 
new and contrite heart, that I, worthily lamenting iny 
sins and acknowledging my wretchedness, may obtain 
of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

Pardon all those imperfections, that have accom- 
panied me this day in my attendance in Thine house; 
mercifully receive the prayers there offered to Thee; 
have compassion on my infirmities; forgive the dead. 
nesB and dullness of my affections, the wanderings of 
mythoughtfl, and the distractions of my mind. Sanc- 
tify to me all those means of grace, which by Thy 
bounty I have this day been partaker of; and let not 
my blindness and unworthiness deprive me of the 
advantage of them. And grant, I beseech Thee, that 
I may in euch wise mark, learn, and inwardly digest, 
what I have this day heard or read, that by patience 

d oomfort of Thy holy word, I may embrace, and 



\ 
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9 ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
J which Thou hast given us in Thy Son our Saviour 
■ Jesus Chi'ist. Assist me, in the week followii^, to 
i live according to my jrrofession and my prayers, ac- 
I cording to the instructions and exhortations which I 
have received out of Thy holy Word, that my conver- 
sation may be as becometh the Gospel of Christ. Let 
me not abuse the means of grace by resting in them; 
but let them bring forth in me the peaceable fruits 

Jof righteousness, that I may love the things which 
Thou commandest, and desire that which Thou dost 
promise ; so that among the sundry and manifold 
changes of the world, my heart may surely there he 
fixed where true joys are to be found, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Charge Thy holy Providence, O Lord, I humbly 
beseech Thee, with me tliia night, and by Thy great 
mercy defend me from all the perils and dangers of it; 
keep me both outwardly in my body, and inwardly 
' 1 tnj soul, that I may be defended from all adver. 
eitie? that may hapjien to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul. Grant 
this, O Lord, for Thy dearly-beloved Son's sake, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Extend Thy goodness, O Lord, to the whole race 

3 of mankind; have mercy upon, and bring into the 
way of truth, all that err and are deoeived; let Thy 
continual pity cleanse and defend Thy Church, and 
preserve it evermore by Thy help and goodness. 
Bless those whom Tbou hast set over us both in 
Church and State, that in their several stations they 
may be serviceable to Thy glory, and (he puhUc good. 
Accept my humble supplications for Thy blessing on 
I nU my benefactors, friends, and relations, and also for 
rr'\ "neraiea: let Thy fatherly hand be ever over 
'-I' :ii. Tliy Holy Spint with whem, to guide them. 





through the knowledge 
to everlasting life. 

And as I pray unto Thee, O God, 
others, 60 I desire to bleaa and praise Thy holy Name, 
far all Thy goodness and loving kindness to me and 
to all men. I give Thee hearty thanks for my pre- 
servation the day past, and all the other blessinga of 
this hfe ; hut, above all, I laud, magnify, and adore 
Thy goodness in the redemption of the world by the 
death and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God 
and man; who did humble Himself even to the 
death upon the cross, for us miserable sinners, who 
lay in darkness, and in the shadow of death, that He 
might make us the children of God, and exak us to 
everlasting life. O teach us to express our thank- 
fulness, by submitting ourselves enlirelj to Hia holy 
will and pleasure, and by studying to serve Hiin in 
tme righteouBnesB and holiness all the days of our life. 
Accept, O Lord, of these my prayers and praises, in 
and through the mediation of Jesus Christ, our Blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 



MONDAY MORNING. 



TKE DEC AD. 



creatures in the world w 



much out of all 



men on earth are bo hardly reclaimed 
&om a nicked to a holy life, as they who once knew what 
holiness was, and yet utterly renounced it. 

2. Persavere in whatever thou hast well begun, and 
faithfully perform thy vows ; not satisfying thyself with 
Mmc faint resolutious of a future obedience, hut labouiiiig 
earnestly to grow in grace, and to arrive at perfection. 




productlre c4 




MONDAY MOENlira. 

eoki^ into habits, and nhoso habita a 
the fruits of a holy life. 

4. The true liring and justifying faith cannot be se- 
parated from a good life ; what then will a catholic or- 
thodox faith avail him whose life is worse than that of a 
heathen or a publican 1 

5. By delaying to perfonn onr good resolutions, our 
spiritual strength declines, temptation grows stronger, si 
creeps nearer to our hearts, our appetite rebels, our goc 
ptuposes stagger, and ere we are aware, we find ourselves 
on the brink of helb 

6. True religion and nndefiled consists in constantly 
aiming at being perfect as Qod is perfect, and in desiring 
above all things to please Him. 

7. Let every one who nameth the name of Christ, de- 
part from all iniquity; this is the certain and the only 
waj to please Qod, and to be for ever happy in the enjoy- 
ment of Him. 

6. Let us not give quarter to any darling lust, or 
dulge ourGelves in the practice of any known sin ; leit 
provoke God to withdraw His grace, and suffer the e: 
loies of our souls to triumph in our destruction. 

S. To him that hath, said our blessed Saviour, shall be 
given ; cherish, therefore, the grace of God that is g. 
to thee, and account Hie very least gifts great ; so shalt 
tiiott bo esteemed worthy to receive greater, 

10. When God stands knocking at the door of tJiy heart, 
refuse not to let Uim in: for Ue bestows His grace in 
proportion to our use of it, and a right improvement of 
the first degree prepares us for larger c 

A FHAYEB FOB UOITDAY HOBKIKO. 

Hi. 

God, who art the giver of all good gifts, and the 
Father of mercies, 1, thine unworthy servant, entirely 
desire to praise Thy name, for all the espressions of 



the means of grace instituted by Him here, and the 
hope of glory through His merits hereafter. 1 also 
blesH Thee, ibr that, after all my wilful refusala of 
Thy grace, Thou still hast paticuce with me, and hut 
added this one day more to those I have misBpeitt 
already, that I may &iiah the work Thou hast set me 
to do, and renew and perfect my repentance. Pardon. 
good Lord, all my former sins, and all my abuses of 
Thy forbearance, for which I am now sorry at the 
heart; and give me grace to lead a more holy life, 
and to be more careful in improving all future oppor- 
tunities. Make Thyself always present to my mind, 
and let Thy love and fear ride in my soul, in all 
those places and companies where my occasions shall 
lead me this day : keep me chaste in all my thoughts, 
temperate in all my enjoyments, humble in all my 
opinions of myself, charitable in all my speeches of 
others, meek and peaceable under all provocationH, 
sincere and faithful in all my professions, and ao just 
and right in all my dealings, that no necessity may 
force, nor opportunity in any kind allure me, to de- 
fraud my neighbour. When Thou bestowest good 
on others, let me not envy, but rejoice in it; and 
when Thou addest any to myself, let me acknowledge 
Thy mercy, and humbly thank Thee for it. Afford 
roe convenient supplies in all my reasonable neces- 
sities, and protect me against the approach of all 
dangers. Make me diligent in my business, and give 
Buch success to my honest endeavours, as Thou seest 
most eipedient for me; and teach roe contentedly to 
submit, and not to repine at any thing that happens to 
me by the allotment of Thy wise Providence. In all 
my passage through this world, and my manifold con- 
cerns therein, suffer not my heart to be too much set 
upon it; hut always £e my eye upon the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, that I may make all the things 



of this worid minister unto it, and be careful above all 
things, to fit mj eouI for that pure and perfect bliss, 
which Thou hast prepared for theni who loTO and 
fear Thee, in the glories of Thy kingdom. 

Extend also, I humbly beseech Thee, Tiy grace to 
sll men, in all places, both high and low, rich and 

Eir, more particularly blees and defend our sovereign 
y the Queen; let her enemiea be clothed with 
shame, but on her own head let her crown flourifih. 
Ctive a double portion of Thy Spirit to (he rainieters 
irf Thy holy Word and Sacraments, that they may be 
banting and shining lights in the midst of a. crooked 
and perverse generation. BIcbh our relationn, friends, 
and benefactors ; pardon and convert our enemiea ; 
and bring us all to Thine everhaCing glory, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

MONDAY EVENING. 

THE DEC AD. 

Wheh a soldier engages the enemy in the presence of 
bJB prince, he fights nith greater courage and bravery ; 
so when a Christian struggles agaiost any temptation of 
Qie world, the flesh, and the deyil, with an actual sense of 
God's presence, and of His being privy to all liis thoughts, 
it is impossible that he should be overcome by it. 

S. Let us therefore always consider that ne are in the 
pnsence of God, and that our most secret actions are 
exposed to His view ; for this mil have a greater influence 
on the conduct of our lives, in restraining us from sin, 
ttid humbling us for it; in fortifying us against tempta- 
tions, and in animating us with a holy zeal in all our 



3. Let us also remember, that 
fnt eternity: and according as ' 
■ i? state of probation, bo will 
--.qipyn miserable for ever. 



are now candidates 
behave oureelves in 
lot and portion be 
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4. Though we ask a, virtue of God erer so long, reflect 
OD it ever so seriouslj, read all the books that tri^at of it, 
and hear the most exccUent preachers that rocoromend it; 
jet if ve never practise it, nor exercise ourselves heartUj 
in it, we "hpll never be roasters of it. 

5. Let not the taillerj or contempt of bad men laugh 
or fright you out of jour duty ; for why should the c«n- 
Bures of fools hinder jou from being wisel 

6. Defer not the performance of your duty to old age, 
hut offer to God the flower of jour youth; for old age is 
uncertain to the young ; hut certain destruction attends 
him who dies joung without repentance. 

7. Keep thy heart from wandering thoughts, thj mouth 
from vain speeches, and all thy senses under the reins of 
Christian discipline. 

8. The beginning and end of every disciple of Jesus 
Christ, is to love God with the heart, to glorify Him with 
the mouth, and M edify others hy his good exajnple : his 
first setting out is the contempt of the world, his progresi 
the imitation of Christ, and his end the vision of Qod. 

9. Of all our paasiong love is the most agreeable ; and 
of all beings, Giod ia the only one, that is infinitely per- 
fect ; the only fit object of our love ; He only is the solid 
and durable good; He only can fill all the powers and 
capacities of our souls. 

10. Faith lays the foundation of our piety, hope ad- 
vances it] but love, a true and affectionate love to our 
good and gracious Qod, gives it the finishing stroke, ajid 
utmost perfection. 



gracious God, who daily multipliest upon 
us Thy mercies, notwithstanding we every day renew 
our provocations; accept.I beseech Tliee, my most 
humble and hearty thanks for Thine unspeakable kind- 
le Thine unworthy servant. Blessed be Thy 
I, which has this day supplied me with food 
and necessaries, and preserved me in liealth, the chief 




of all outward enjoyments ; and hilh prospered me in 
all mj ways, and raised up frienda to be a comfort to 
;. Adored be Thy love and patience, for the assist- 
ce of Thy Spirit in the duties of this day; and for 
I cutting me off in any act of those sins I have this 
day committed, particularly my .... [//ere confess the 
particular sins you have been guilty of.~\ Grant me 
1 eense of these endearing benefits ; and earnest 
and hearty sorrow for having offended so gracious a 
God, to whose free mercy and bounty I stand in. 
debted for all I have, or hope to enjoy. Remember 
t against me my past iniquities, by which I have 
dishonoured my Christian profession; the breaches of 
my baptismal vows, by ... . but mercifully forgive and 
heal me, and let Thy grace, and the blessed influences 
of Thy Holy Spirit, defend me againstall temptations 
for the time t m Mj full purpose is to endea- 
vour after a th ^h am d cnt of my ways, and 
Thou hast p m d t t me therein: O let 

Thine Arm b my Im ! ty aid, so shall I daily 
ncrease in right d h liness. 

Keep me u d th d f and care of Thy good 
I Providence thi ght mak my sleep safe and re- 
J freshing ; fit me for my great change, that it may not 
1 Burprise me unawares : but that having led a holy life, 
i I may be happy in my death, and have comfort and a 
f| weU-grounded hope in Thee. 

Give all men grace to repent of all their sins, and 
'a become Thy faithful servants. Let all Christians 
pi live up to the laiwa of that religion which they profess. 
-- Bless these kingdoms wherein we live; save and 
'Icfend Thy Church from Bciiiam and heresy, and 
[lie Queen from all treasons and conspiracies; give 
tu the rich and prosperous, temperance and charity; 
J to the poor and needy, patience and content. Pre- 
our triends and relations in their souls and their 
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CB ; fgrgiTe our enemies, and make them kindl 

;ted towards ua. Hear these mj prayers, O meroi 

) ful Father, for the sake of Thy Son, our Advocate an 

k only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. ^^ 

Oui Father, &c. ^H 

TUESDAY MORNING. ^H 



How can ire expect, that Qod should attend to that 
1 petitions which we offer eo supinely and indevoutly, tbi 
ire scarce at all attend to thorn oujselTesI 

S. Let thy prayers he offered nith the heart, as well I 
with the moutii ; and then Qod will be as ready to beetv 
I what thou desiroEt, as thou thyself art ready to ask it 

3. If we pray with holy love, and humble fear, tmi 
and dependence on Qod, submission and resignatioi 
faith, and other spiritual virtues, Qod is honoured by oi 
prayer^ and will reward them ; though, by reason of son 
boduj indisposition, that fixed attention of our mind 
and fervency of our hearts, which we always endeavoi 
after, should happen to be wanting. 

4. Those graces which make up the very life and spir 
of prayer, wMch Qod principally looks on, and prizes aboi 
~ ", are expressed every whit as much in the obedience i 

r lives, m by the prayer of our Ujis; nay, indeed i 
much more, as our actions are a more perfect ezpresaioi 
and certain evidence of our inward dispositions, than m. 
words can be, 

5. Prayer without study is presumption, and stud 
without prayer atheism. 

s 6. In vain we attempt the conqnest of any vice withoi 
strength &om above ; therefore in the hour of temptatic 

J we cannot be too earnest in prayer for the assistance i 

' God's grace. 

7. As Qod is never weary of doing us good, and as H 
[nercies arc new every day; so let us never be tired wil 
rii5 prairc. nor neglect to pay Him a daily a 




TUESDAY MORNIKO. 19 

It is ver; difficult, amidst the variety of 
1 and diveraons of the daj, to preBene that ferrour luid 
I Rca), which our mormug meditations kindle in our souls; 
I let therefore a lively sense of God, and frequent ejucula- 
9 tions and hreaChinga toward IIcavGn, keep the holy flame 
I bright in our minds, which otherwiee may decay, and by 
JegreeB go out. 

9. By the frequent practice of religious meditation, we 
ahall t« furnished vdbh variety of armour to resist the 
muufold attacks of our spiritual enemy, and be provided 

[ with a proper antidote against every temptation that 
g UBauIts us, 

10. Thy conversation ought to be in Heaven ; for there 
' is thine home; aod all things here should be no otherwise 
'I r^arded, than as refreshments and conveniences given 

lo support us in our journey thithor. 

A PKATEB FOK TTJE8DAT MOTCJISG. 

Archbp. Land. 
O ETBBMAi. God, and merciful Father, I give Thee 
3 humble and hearty thanks (increase my thankfulness, 
U 1 bneech Tliee) for all the benefits and blessings, 
I both spiritual and temporal, which in the riches of 
I Thy great mercy Thou hast liberally poured down 
I upon me, but especially the spiritual. Lord, let me 
1 not live but to praise and magnify Thy glorious name. 
jl Particularly I give Thee most unfeigned thanks for 
I my preservation from the time of my birth to this 
8 present moment; for bringing me safe to the begin- 
ning of this day; in which, and all the days of my 
] life, I beseech Thee, preserve me from sin and danger 
1 in Boul and body; that all my thoughts, words, and 
a works, may t«nd to the honour and glory of Thy name, 
1 the discharge of my duty, and the salvation of my soul. 
I FudoD, O Father of mercies, all my sins, whether by 
rion or coDuniasion, in thought, word, or deed : 
J let them not cry oftener and louder in Thine 
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vengeance, than my prayera for mercy and forgive- 
ness; particularly forgive me my great and growing 
aina, such as, — 

O Lord, against Heaven and against Thee have ] 
sinned ; but I heaeech Thee, wipe thcnt all oot ol 
the hook of remembrances, which Thou hast wiitten 
before Thee : and give me from henceforth a wiae, a 
sober, a patient, an understanding, a devout, a re- 
ligious, a courageous heart ; chaste and temperate 
reins and thoughts ; a soul fidl of devotion to do 
Thee service, and strength against all temptationH, 
especially, — 

O blessed Lord, enable me to fulfil Thy commands, 
and command what Thou wilt ; prepare my soul 
against Thy coming, and come when Thon wilt, 
thou Saviour of all who hope in Thee: do with me 
as seems beat in Thine own eyes ; only grant me i 
patient and penitent spirit : make my service accep. 
table to Thee while I live, and my soul ready foi 
Thee when I die : give me grace in this life, and 
glory in the life to come, through Jesus Christ oui 
Lord and only Saviour. 

Bless, O gracious Father, Thine holy Catbolia 
Church, fill it with truth and grace; where it is 
corrupt, purge it; where it is in error, direct it; 
where it is superstitious, rectify it; where it ia amisa, 
reform it; where it is right, strengthen and conflim 
it; where it is divided and rent asunder, heal the 
breaches of it, O thou Holy One of Israel. 

Bless all those who are called fo any office or ad- 
ministration in Tliy Church ; replenish them with the 
truth of Thy doctrine, and innocence of life; accepi 
aU their offerings, and let their prayers be as precious 
incense in Thy sight; that their cries and tears fin 
Thy people, lid the city of their God, may not In 
\ 



TUESDAT MOENIKO. 21 

Lord, hear the Queen in the day of her trouhle ; 
let Thy name. O God of Jacob, defend her; send her 
lelp from Thy sanctuary, and strength out of Sion; 

■ grant her her heart's desire, and ful£I all her mind. 

t her heart firm on Thee, and upon other things 
5 on!y as they are in and from Thee ; that we her 
3 ieryants under Thee may see with joy, that Thou 
A helpest Thine anointed, and wilt hear her from Thy 
Ij lioly Heaven, even with the saving strength of Thy 
I ngbt band. 

Have mercy upon this kingdom, and forgive the 

nDS of tbiB people: turn Thee unto ua, bless us, and 

^use Tby face to shine on our desolations. Comfort 

iJ all the sons and daughters of affliction, especially 

) who suffer for Thy truth and righteousness' 

; bless all my friends and relations; forgive 

Ijdl, if there be any, who are mine enemies; and 

■ give me that measure of Thy grace, that for their 
u hatred 1 may love them, for their cursing bless them, 
n for their injuries return them kindness, and freely 
U forgive them, as I desire to be forgiven, through Thy 

■ merits and intercession, O blessed Jesus, who livest 
B and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
J one God blessed for ever. Amen. 

Our Father, See. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 



Bb a lover of mankind, and do good unto all, accord* 

lag to thy power, without respect to persona 

2. The wants of the poor aie loud and passionate 

' in, and all pleasures are empty and joyless, com- 

i with the transcendent delights of Chiietian hbe- 




3. How praTailing % motife it is to act* of charity, to 
conudcr that Qod ia pleased to reckon all the good ve do 
to Bis poor seTTantB, us done to Himself ! 

4. It is but B. small instance of cb&rit;f, to Teliere the 
bodUj naats of our neighbour, and at the same time to 
neglect to help bim in the more important concerns of bis 

B. The love of Qod alwa;^ includes love to our neigh- 
bour : and therefore no pretence of zeal for God's glory 
must make us uncharitable to our brother. 

6. Such as revile thee, and speak all manner of evil 
against thee, do thou esteem as thy great benefactors ; 
for, if thou rightly considcrcsC the matter, thou shalt reap 
by them no email advaotage. 

7. If what is said or done against jou does you no real 
burt, you ought to despise it : if you suffer any thing T™ 
it, yet bear it patiently, and forgive it willingly for Christ's 

6. It is more glorious before Ood and man to pardon 
an injury, than to revenge it ; and a victory gained over 
ourselves on such an occasion is more acceptable to God, 
than many acta of less difficult virtue. 

9. How canst ihou hato thy brother, who is made after 
the image of God, aa well as thyself; is equally ths 
object of His love ; ia redeemed with the same precious 
blood that was abed for thee ; and an heir of the same 
pronuses of eternal life 1 

10. Be but careful to serve Qod, faithfuUy perform the 
duties of your caUing, and thus love and forgive your 
neighbours ; and you may be sure, God will never leave 
you, noT forsake you. 



a TUESDAY 

Archbp. lAUd* 

I oFFEB unto Thee, O Lord, my evening sacrifice, 
the sacrifice of a troubled spirit, a broken and a con- 
trite heart, which Thou hast promised not to despise. 
Have mercy upon me, God, after Thy great 

J, and according to the multitude of Tliy mercies. 





j do away mine offences : let Thy unspeakable mercy 
free me from the ^ins I have committed, and deliver 
me from the punishment I have deserved. Graciously 
look npon mine tnlirmitiea, and cleanse me from all 

I filthinese of fleeh and epirit ; save me from every work 

] of darkness, and give me grace with a pm:e heart and 
nind to follow Thee the only true God. 

Make me to remember Thee on my bed, to think 
upon Thee when I am waking, to commune with mine 
own heart, and search out my spirits, and to compose 
ihem in Thee ; that I may rise to Thy service, and 
e eyes prevent the night-watches, that I may be 
occupied in Thy word. Thou hast preserved me 
from all the dangers of the day past ; Thou hast been 
my support from my youth until now; under iJie 
bI^ow of Thy wings let me pass through the dark- 
ness of this night in comfort and peace. While I 
sleep, let my heart wake ; preserve rae irom the 

I dismal sleep of sin, from all the black defiling plea- 
sures of the night ; quench the fiery darts of the evil 
one, which he aims craftily against me, subdue the 
rebellions of my flesh, and lay asleep in me all earthly 

, and worldly thoughts. Let not my sleep be in- 
temperate and excessive according to the insatiable 
desires of the flesh, but sufficient fo relieve and 
tain nature ; and whatever days Thou shalt pk 
add to my life, let ihem be all devoted to Thy 
to the advancement of Thy honour and glory 

And O thou Crealor and Preserver of all mankind 
have mercy upon all sorts and conditions of 
bless Thy holy Catholic Church wheresoever dis 
M persed upon the face of the whole earth purge her 
good Lord from all atheism heresy schism super 
atiOon and ftctious mimlenance of groundlesB opin 
1 n'l Ih t ci f nil II L rl 11 I aplism may m 
jlllh st uT.fiiiil |i t ! the Church IB, 






and can be, but one. And keep me, O Lord, a faith- 
ful living member, under Christ the Head, of Thy true 
Church His body, all the days of my life, and at the 
hour of my death. 

Bleas and preserve our Sovereign; make and keep 
her a devoted servant to Thee, a constant pattern of 
Thy Church and truth ; treasure up in her heart Thy ^ 
hidden blessings; bless her in her person, in her 
actions, in her relations, and in her people ; grant her 
long life and honour, and success aU her days; and 
crown her with an eternal weight of glory in the life 

Bless alt that labour under afflictions ; give them 
constant patience, or speedy deliverance, as seems best 
to Thee, according to their several wants and neces- 
sitiee. Bless all my kindred and acquaintance, my 
friends and benefactors, (particularly. . . . ,) turn the 
hearts of mine enemies, tliat they may no longer hate 
me ; forgive me and them all our sins, and grant us 
mercy in the dreadful day of judgment, through the 
mediation and satisfaction of Thy blessed Son Jesus 
Christ, to whom with Thee, and the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter, be all honour, praise, and thanksgiving, in 
all the Churches of t!ie saints for ever. — Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 



Sersdaii pleasuiea are vaJn, empty, and unsatis^in^ 
biggest &lvays in expectation, mere vanity in the enjoy- 
ing, and death in the coneequcnca. 

3. They who set their hearta upon them, lose not only 
their labour and expectation, but also their innocence and 
purity, the peace of their onn consciences, and the favoui 
of Almighty God, 
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■efs joiir sensuaJ desires in their first ap- 
I preaches ; for then they are weak, and thou art itrong ; 
J out if thou Buffer them in their weakness to prevail over 
H thj strength, how wilt thou resist them nhcu their 
U strength is increased, aad thj spiritual powers weak- 
f eoed? 

4. He nho willingly oiposes himself to any temptation, 
3 when it was in his power to fly &om it, is half conijuered 

1 thereby. 

J 6. Give not the least quarter to any corrupt affection ; 
j lest B, spark break out into flame, and consume thee 
ouawarea. 

6. A man may as well prctond to be learned without 
' study, and rich without iadustiy; a^ to be pious and 
'I Tirtuous without mortificatioQ and self-denial, 

7. To presetTe our chastity, our eyea, our ears, and 

2 our hands, must be kept continent : we must look on 
2j notliing, read nothing, hear nothing, touch nothing, that 
l may inflame our sinful passions, or dispose us in any 

caanner to gratify them. 

8. All these preliminaries to lust have a degree of 
i guilt more or less, according as they obtain the free con- 
1 sent of our minda ; »nd too often hurry us to a precipice, 
I whence corrupt nature pushes us upon our ruin. 

y 9. Luxury and intemperance arc the root of lust and 
^ UDcleanneas ; and if we would extinguish those impure 
must withdraw tho fuel, which nourishes, and 
'\ keeps them alive. 

10. Idleness is the soil for all manner of vice to thrive 
ii ; but be constantly employed in some innocent business, 
^ and thou wilt leave no room for the unclean spirit to enter 
a thy soul, and tempt thee. 



FOB WEDNESDAY IHOENINH. 

Mt. NoIrd. 

with all humility, O Almighty and 

sovereign Lord, and acknowledge 

1 have, ia the effect of Thy un- 

O give me such a sense of Thy 





infinite goodneBS, that 1 may return unto Thee bH 
possible love and obedience. 

I humbly and heartily thank Thee for all the graces 
and favours Thou hast bestowed upon me; for creating 
me after Thine own image ; for preserving me by the 
dai]y protection of Thy good providence ; for redeem. 
ing me by the death of Thy blessed Son ; for the 
assistance of Thine Holy Spirit, to sanctify my cor- 
rupt nature ; for causing me to be bom in n Ghria. 
lian country; for blessing me with plentiful means of 
salvation; and for the glorious inheritance prepared 
for those who love Thee, and keep Thy command- 
ments. I also thank Thee, for the many temporal 
blessings Thou hast conferred upon me ; for the com- 
fortable rest and sleep of the last night, and my 
preservation from all the accidents and dangers of 
it; for the comforts and conveniences, as well as the 
necessaries of Ufe. O may I always delight to praise 
Thy Holy Name, and above all Thy benefits love 
Thee the great benefactor. 

And, O Father of Mercies, shut not up Thy bowels 
of compassion towards me a vile and miserable sinni 
despise not the work of Thy own hands, the pnrchi 
of Thy Son's blood: for His sake I most humbly i 
plore the pardon and forgiveness of ail my sins, 
am heartily sorry that I have offended Thee ; I deti 
my sins because displeasing to Thee, who art infi- 
nite goodness; and am resolved, by the assistance ol 
Thy grace, to return no more to folly, to avoid all oc 
casions of evil, and to walk before Thee with a perfec 

I dedicate to Thee, O Lord, my body and soul 
and because, through the weakness of my mortal 
nature, I can da no good thing without Thee, help 
me with Thy grace that all I shall do or suffer thia 
day may tend to Thy gbry, and the salvation of my 



! 




own 80til. Enlighten my muid with a true and 
thorough knowledge of my duty, and enable me hy 
Thy Holy Spirit to perform it with care and dili- 
gence : make ine sensible of my own vileness and 
corruption, and let me never want Thy gracious 
assistance to correct and reform it. Defend me by 
Thy Almighty power from all those snares and temp, 
tattons, which continually solicit me to offend Thee ; 
particularly create in me, O Lord, a perfect abhor- 
rence of all impurity, that I may escape the pollution 
that is in the world through lust ; cleanse me from 
all filthiness of flesh and epirit, that I may perfect 
holineBS in Thy fear; give me grace to possess my 
vessel in sanctification and honour, and to keep the 
temple of my body holy, that Thy Spirit may always 
tlierc iuhaliit. Grunt that I may beat down my body, 
■ad faring it into subjection; that I may ever watch 
wid pray, or be some way profitably employed, that 
I may leave no room for any unclean spirit to enter 
into my soul, and tempt me. Keep me Irom all those 
bodily dangers to which I am subject in this my 
julgrimage here on earth, and all this day in inno< 
Cmce, and in love to Thee and to all men ; let me 
manage all my temporal concerns with uprightness 
and integrity; do Thou direct my paths, and teach 
me to guide my affairs with discretion ; but iet not 
the pursuit of the things of this life rob me of that 
time which ought to be employed in the concerns of 
my Boul, nor divert me from the serious thoughts of 
the world to come : that, walking faithfully before 
Thee all my days, and beiog found watching when 
my appointed time shall come, I may from a life of 
righteouBnesa be translated to a life of glory, through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Extend, Lord, Thy pity and compassion to the 
whole race of mankind ; enlighten the Gentile world 
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with the knowledge of TLy truth, and bring into the 
flock Thine ancient people the Jews; and let all who 
he nitme of Chriet depart from all init^utty. 
Be gracious to Thy holy Catholic Church: grant thai 
she may always preserve that doctrine and discipline 
n which Thou hast delivered to her, and let not the 
gates of bell ever prevail against her. Grant thai 
all our gOTemors in Church and State may be useful 
and serviceable to Thy glory, and the public good, 
nibering the great account they must one day 
give. Be merciful to all that are in any affliction o: 
distress, that labour under poverty or pereecution 
imder bodily pains or diseases, or under temptation o' 
trouble of mind ; be pleased to support and comfor 
them, and in Thy good time to deliver them according 
to Thy great mercy. Bless all my friends, relations, 
acquaintance ; those that are in sin convert, those 
that are in grace confirm and strengthen: unite i 
) all, O God, to one another by mutual love, and to 
Thyself by the constant practice of piety and holi- 
i, through the merits of Thy blessed Son oui 
^ Saviour. 

Finally, O gracious Lord, pardon, I beseech Thee, 

' the coldness and wanderings of these petitions; and 

, deal not with me according to my prayers or deserts, 

but according to my necessities, and thine o 

:ieB in Jesue Christ our Lord ; in whose blessed 

3 and words I conclude my imperfect prayers, 

■&. 

ur Father, fcc. 
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to preserre the continuancB of it, and even to recover it, 
when it is unhappily lost, as humility. 

2. Do nothing for vain-gloiy, but all for the interest of 
religion ; and value not all tho rumoura of men, but Eeek 
the praise of Qod. 

3. Be more willing to be taught than to teach ; and 
tearn to be silent, before thou speakest ; and lelj not too 
much on thine own understanding. 

4. Learn in tho school of Christ the way of humility, 
meekness, and patience ] bo shalt thou safely arrive at the 
glory everlasting. 

5. Think not proudly on what you have, hut humbly 
ou what you want ; be not puffed up for that you have 
received, but be humble for that jou have abused. 

6. Never compare thyself with others; unless it be to 
advance them, and to depress thyself. 

7. Our learning is then beet, when it teaches us most 
humility; but to be proud of learning ia the greatest 
ignorance in the world, 

8. If thou art praised for a. good action, remember it 
was Qod that wrought it in thee, and give Him the glory ; 
arrogate it not haughtily to thyself ; for being proud of 
grace ia the moat sure way to lose it. 

9. Divine gnwe is given to the humble, and chooses 
&e contrite heart for the place of its reside 

10. Qod is to bo thanked even for ou 
deformities, and imperfections ; and they are to 
ceptcd as favours and mercies, as instruments to 
pnde and nurse humihty. 

\ PEATEB rOK "WEDNESDAY EVENING. 



Most great and gloriouB Lord God, I desire to proB- 
Irate myself in all humility before Thy Divine Majesty, 
under a deep sense of my own unworthinesa ; and with 
shame, and Borrow, and roafusion of face, to confess 
that I have by ray manifold tranBgreHsione deserved 
Thy Beverest visitations, even eternal rejection from 
Thy presence. Father, I have sinned against Heaven, 
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aDd in Thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called 
Thy Son ; but I return with the prodigal. O let Thy 
paternal bowels yearn on roe, and for Jeaus ChriBtHi* 
Bake graciously receive me. Accept my imperfect 
repentance, and send Thy Spirit of adoption into my 
heart, to instil into it true filial afiectiooH, that I may 
again be owned by Thee for Thy child, and call Thee 
Father, share in the blesaings of Thy children, and at 
last become an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven. 

O my God, fill my Boul with so entire reverenlial a 
love of Thee, that I may love nothing but for Thy 
sake, and in subordination to Thy love. Give me 
grace to study Thy knowledge, that the more I know 
Thee, the more 1 may love Thee. Create in me a, 
sincere obedience to all Thy commands, a submissive 
patience under all Thy chastisemcntB, and aa absolute 
resignation to all Thy disposals. May I ever have 
awful thoughts of Thee ; never mention Thy vene- 
rable Name, unless on solemn, just, and devout occa- 
sions ; nor even then without acts of adoration. O 
let it be the great business of my life, to glorify Thy 
name by my mouth, by my conversation, by my public 
confession of Thee before men, even unto death when- 
ever Thou art pleased to call me to it; and by engag- 
ing all men, as far as lies in my power, to glorify and 
love Thee. 

Let Thy unwearied and tender love to me make 
my love unwearied and tender to my neighbour, and 
zealous to procure and promote his health and safety, 
happiness and life ; and ready to succour and relieve, 
comfort and pray for all, whom Thy love, or their own 
necessities and miseries recommend to my charity. 
Make me peaceful and reconcileable, always ready to 
return good for evil, to repay injuries with kindness, 
and easy to forgive. Make me, like Thyself, all 
meekness and benignity, all goodness and gentleneaa, 



^ all forbearance and long-eufleriiig. And, O Thou 
; *■_ lover of boqIb, let Thy love raise in me a compas- 
I ^ eionate zeal to save the life, the eternal life, of bouIs ; 
l^ and by fraterna!, affectionate, and seasonable advice, 
'■ > exhortation, and reproof, to reclaim the wicked, and 
o win them to Thy love. 

Be pleased. O Lord, to take me into Thy protec- 
tion this night, and defend me from all the dangers 
of it; refresh my body with such comfortable rest 
and sleep, that in the morning, with renewed vigour, 
I may be the better disposed to do Thee all faithful 
service. Let no evil men, or evil spirils approach to 
hurt me; let me lie down with holy thoughts of Thee; 
and when I awake let me be still with Thee. 

Shew mercy to the whole world, O Father of 

j all: let the gospel of Thy Son run, and be glorified, 

throughout all the earth; let it be made known to 

heathens and infidels, and obeyed by all that are 

Christians. Be merciful to this nation wherein 1 

live; grant that we may he so humble and reformed, 

I that we may be pardoned and spared. Multiply Thy 

I blessings upon our sovereign, and all the royal family; 

I give them grace to exceed others as much in good- 

I as greatness; and make them signal instru. 

ts of Thy glory, and the public good. Be gra- 

3 ciouB unto all tiiose that minister in holy things, that 

1 they may dihgently watch over the souls committed 

j\ to their care, instructing them in saving knowledge, 

guiding them by their examples, praying for and 

J blessing them, exercising spiritual discipline in Thy 

H Church, and rightly and duly administering Thy holy 

a Sacraments, Visit in mercy all the children of afflic- 

|f-J tion; relieve all their necessities, and lighten all their 

j burdens: give them patience and submission to Thy 

' b!(-M'd will, find in Thy due time deliver them from 
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Finally, O Lord, adored be Thy goodness for all 
the mercies, both temporal and spiritual, which Thou 
from time to time hast bestowed upon me; for the 
good things of this life, aod the hope of eternal hap. 
pinesB in the next. ParticTilarly I offer unto Thee 
my humble thanks and praise for Thy preser\ 
me from the perils of the day past : if I have escaped 
any sin, it is the effect of Thy restraining grace ; if I 
h»ve avoided any danger, it was Thy hand directed 
me : to Thy holy Name be ascribed all honour and 
glory. O let the sense of all Thy blessings have this 
effect upon me, to make me better, and. to lead me to 
repentance: all winch I beg' for Jesus Christ's eake, 
in whose blessed Name and words I further pray unto 
Thee, saying. 

Our Father, &c. 

THURSDAY MORNING. 



NoTHrao can be a greater abuse of that noble fiiculty 
of Epaech, which distinguishes tis from bruCea, and was 
bestowed upon us to glorify God, than to pollute it by 
false and doceitfulj lewd and filthy, profane and athe- 
istical taJk. 

2. There is nothing in which the eiercLse of true 
is more concerned, than in the art of ruling anS re- 
straiuing the tongne. 

3. To other eina we are seduced either by the hopes oi 
pleaaura or profit ; but the profane eominon sneare 
freely gives his soul to the devil, without any thing h 



4. They who punish the common rash awearer, mayyet 
enjoin a soiemn perjury ; and if I choose thoy should 
rather make havoc of my goods than my conscience, m, 
EpoUa become monmuenta of my piety, and plead my in 
nocence before Him who will not hold hita guiltless tha 
taketh His name in vain. 



UOBNINO. 

5. The CoBunandmeiitB maj ha,ve as good martjTB ua 

liiB Creed ; for the Game authority has required our obe- 

j dionce to the one, that exacts our faith of the other. 

J 6, What a mocker; is it for a man to ho zealous for 

^ flod, and rebellious against his king : or be true t. 

4 Idng, and n rebel to his God. 
"■ " 1 ifho pretends I fear not God so much a 

5 may yet persecute me for honouring the king more than 
J liimself does ; and my blood shed on that a 
U cranea an acceptable sacrifice to Glod, who 
a manded my subjection to the higher powers. 

8. Do nothing against thy conscience either for fear 
or love ; in things that are doubtful have reco 
i\ hoty Scriptures, and to the guides who are set over thee 
by God for tbj soul's good ; and if thou sufferest for thy 
y obedience to them here, the brighter shall be thy ci 
fl glory hereafter, 
i 9. That mind is truly great, and only that, which 
y stands aboye the power of all extrinsic violence ; which 
B keeps itself indepGndGnt on the outward man ; which can 
M be free when the body is in irons ; sound and healthy 
3 when that groans under torture, and is never more strong 
^ and vital, Aan when that langoisbea and eapiros. 

10. He that looks on the eternal things that are not 
, will, through those optics, exactly discern the 
S TMiity of all that is visible and temporary; be equally 
J unmoved by the terrors and allurements of (he world, 
J and neither frighted nor bribed out of his duty. 

B THUESDiT MOKNINO. 

Bp. AodreB 

Aluiohtt and everlasting God, I praise and bless 
e from the bottom of my heart, that of Thy infinite 
L.'<iodness Thou bast preserved me this night past, and 
l.a^t with the impregnable defence of Thy provideii 
[rotected me from the power and malice of the devil, 
:i<J kept me both in soul and body from all his devices 
■ ■' ■!•:-■:'•':. :in(l r^'.i'crd mo frinn sli-op, the image of 
• I ■'.vijiU' iLj'-' '" I'l- -liil'^-l ill ilie darkness o." 





ilaa, but Touchaafitig me a longer g] 
of them. Withdraw not, I hiimhly e: 
J hand of Thy protection from me, bi 
I Thy luition this day; watch over me with the eyes of 
Thy mercy, and direct me in the way of Thy cora- 
. mandments. Endue me with Uiose graces of Thy 
Holy Spirit, whereby I may pass this day, and the 
rest of my life, to the praiae and glory of Thy name, 
n the benefit of my neighbour, and the salvation of my 
' sinful soul. Keep me, Lord, from all sin : bridle 
. and mortify my flesh, that I fall not into any trans- 
' gresBione which may provoke Thy wrath ag^st me. 
; Direct my soul and body, my woi'ds and actions, ac- 
cording to the rule of Thy will : divert my heart from 
) fastening too much on transitory pleasures, ani' 
vert it to delight in thoHO eternal joys, which a 
blessed effects of Thy love. 

And because I ajn not worthy, O Lord, that Thou 
) shouldst hear me, a wretched, unworthy sinner; be- 
hold I set before Thee the merits of Thine only Son, 
who is the propitiation for our sins ; for His right- 
eousness' sake pardon the offences of Thy servant, and 
for Thy mercies' sake in Christ, grant me those good 
things, of which I am by the strict rule of Thy justice 
most unworthy. Defend me, Lord, in this my pil- 
' grimage, against the enemies of my soul: arm me 
I with the armour of light against the concupiscence of 
f the flesh, the temptations of the world, and malice 
of the devil ; that having tbught a good fight, and 
^ finished valiantly the course of this terrestrial warlare, 

I may be received into Thy celestial kin^^ 
) In the mean time, O Thou who fiUeat all things 
» living with plenteousnesB, and feedest the young 
J ravens that call upon Thee, be mercifid unto me in 
. the supply of those necessaries which I d^ly want ; 
keep me in health and strength ; give me food and 
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i raiment, and a competence sufficient to maint^n mi 
J in that state of life, to which it hath pleased Thee tc 

I call me : and grant that 1 may lead a quiet life in al 
» godly conversation; that usingTby blessings worthily, 

I I may pass this life with joy and comfort, till it plea 
9 Thee to call me to a better. 
i BlesB, O Lord, thoee whom Thou hast set o 
i both in Church and State, govern, their hearts in Thy 
Q fear, and guide their understandings to do those things 
3 which will be acceptable to Thee, and beneficial to 
'^ this Church and kingdom. Give the Queen loving 
j\ and loyal subjects, and confound and defeat her open 
SI and secret enemies. Comfort the comfortleaa and 
J helpless; shew the light of Thy truth to those wlio 
'A wander out of the right way ; give to all si 
ffl repentance; strengthen and assist with Thy grace 
jj ihose who have begun well, that they may persever 
B in goodness : to all my friends, kindred, and enemie) 
51 give all Thy good blessings: keep us from all evil, 
jjand make us to continue in Thy service to our lives' 
^uend; and, after the course of this miserable life is 
Sn ended, bring us to Thine everlasting kingdom, through 
ra Jesus Christ our Lord, 

"; Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 
THE DECAD. 

It is not any innate harshness in piety tba,t rendars the 
first eesays of it unpleasant, but only the iudisposodness 
(■ our own impatient and depraved hearts 
2 The commandments of God are just and honourahle, 
iL.a9Uit and profitable nhat ne do hy His aid He re^ 
ir U as if ime by our own stren^h and requites our 
n 1 if t n 1 I rf t t 3i 

t 1 1 jl 1 1 I tt^r wrath, i 



if 
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that Chriatiaji gravity which is sullennees and pride ; uor 
that moderation which is temporizing and lukewarm- 
Bess; DOT that humility iithioh is cowariice; nor (hat 
public spirit which is rebellion. 

4. Bo zealous for Oad, and halt not betwixt Christ and 
the worid ; for no man can serve two masters ; thou canst 
not seire God and iQammon. 

6. The less confidence we lepose in eaithlj comferts, 
the more we ingratiate ouraeivea with Qod. 

6. He who BhelteTB himself under the shadow of the 
Almighty, is possessed of a most impregnable fortress i 
for how can he fail of security who haa Omnipotence for 
his guard, or Ido deluded iu his Crust, who depends on 
Truth itself 1 

7. If wa indeed honour Qod, we ahall, for His sake. 



ministers of His holy word and Sacraments ; and not dare 
to piofnne any thing that is appropriated to His serrice. 

8. They who dare be bold with the things belonging to 
Qod, generally at laat despise God Himself, and atheism 
is too often the last refuge of the Baciilcgious. 

9. Be not hasty in mating vows ; nor, when made, if 
lawful, slow in perfotming them. 

10. With idolaters, rebels, sehigmatics, and heretics, 
have no communion ; for what fellowship hath righteous- 
ness with uurigliteousnesa 1 and what communion hath 
light with darkness 1 and what concord bath Christ with 
Belial 1 and what agreement tmth the temple of God witb 
idols t 

A paATEU F' 



O Lord God, Father everlasting, to whoBe ineihnu^ 
tible bounty we owe all honour and praise, I give Thee 
all possible thanks, that Thou hast vouchsafed to keep 
me this day from all eiil ; bo that none of Thy fearful 
judgments, to which I was justly liable, have fallen 
upon me ; but of Thy unspeakable mercy Thou haat 




preserved me from them, and haul also liberally, and 
with a bountiful band, supplied me with the neces- 
eariee of Ufe, notwithstanding my great and manifold 
una comniitted against Thee. 

O Lord, I confess that I have wasted the time 
which Thou hast given me for repentance, altogefher 
idly, vainly, and unprofitably; not considering that 
this day might have been the last of my life ; but have 
added and heaped up sin on sin, in Thy ail-seeing 
Bight, as if I had stood in no fear of Thee at all. O 
Lord. I acknowledge that it is of Thy goodness alone 
that I am not consumed in my iniquities ; and to Thy 
■uercy be all the praise and glory thereof. 

O thou Father of mercies, who desirest not the 
<!eath of a sinner, in the name and mediation of our 
blessed Saviour Jesua Christ, I most humbly crave 
pardon for my sins: Lord, I repent; help my im- 
[lenitency ; and, for the time to come, water my heart 
^vith the dew of Thy heavenly grace, that I may no 
longer bring forth weeds, fit only for the fire. Con- 
vert me, O Lord, and I shall be converted ; open my 
I'jes, direct my heart, and bo draw me after Thee, 
ihat I may no more return with the dog to hia vomit, 
!iut serve Thee in righteousness and holiness all my 
(Inya. Lighten, O Saviour, my darkness, and merci- 
fully keep me from all the dangers of this night. O 
Lord, into Thy hands 1 commend my spirit; save me 
ivaking, and defend me sleeping, that I may watch 
ill Thee, and rest in peace. Sulfer me not to sleep in 
sin, and to lie languishing in it unto death, and so be 
buried in the grave of Thy holy judgments; but watch 
over my soul, and shelter it from temptation under the 
shadow of Thy wings. Keep me from all evil dreama 
and unclean thoughts ; that being preserved by Thy 
i.n>(ectiun. nnd ivfrc-h-^d mHIi coiiifwl.ible rest, I may 
ri-i; ;iiiii uiri.-]- ('I Tlu'C my i!;iil; lnMEiden duly and 
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service, and at the end of my pilgrimage may receive 
the crown which Thou hast promised to those that 
love Thee, in that day which no night shfill follow. 

Have mercy, O Father of tho Bpirits of all flesh, on 
all mankind ; convert all Jens, Turka, and Heathens, 
to Thy truth : strengthen and confirm all ChriatianH 
therein: bless the universal Church; unite it, and 
heal its breaches ; reform whatever is amiss in it, 
and establish it in truth and peace: preserve and 
defend all Christian princes, especially our sovereign; 
prosper and bless all her undertakings, and abate the 
pride and malice of her enemies. Bless the clergy 
with soundness of doctrine, and purity of Ufe ; the 
conned with wisdom, the judges vrith integrity, the 
magistrates with discretioa. and the people with the 
grace of obedience and loyalty. Comfort and relieve 
those who labour under any affliction of body or mind, 
who are in danger, or want, in prison, or condemned 
to death. Those that lore and do good to me, re- 
ward sevenfold into their bosons : those who hate me 
without a cause, convert and forgive: and grant us 
all so to pass through things temporal, that we finally 
lose not the things eternal, through Jesus Christ our 
blessed Saviour. Amen. 

Our Father, kc. 



TRIDAY MORNING. 
THE DEO AD. 

Tbbat tbj body with eeverity and violence, and oon- 
tiniie the rigorous discipline, till thy floah be effectually 
subdued by the spirit ; and the neglect of sensual plea- 
Burea shall be liberally recompensed by the abundance of 
heavenly ajid intellectual joys. 

S, It ij the most fiital al all iniatnations, to 





ftnd gntdlT' oui bodies, at tho expense and extreme bsr- 
taid of OUT aoiJs. 

3. This present state of mortality is the only scene of 
)£tio]i and improvement ; and since this scene so sud- 
denly may change, we are not safe in delaying our re- 
pentance one momenL 

4. The sharpest afBicdons in this life nill quickly have 
A period ; they hare their interval of ease and comfort : 
but the miseries and tortures of the wicked in the next 
life, have no end, no refreshment, no intermission. 

6. Be who now stands tamely at the bar of men, and 
mffers for truth and righteousness, shall he advanced to a 
throne among the saints and martyrs, to assist at the trial 
of bis once-insulting judges. 

6. Let the afflicted and persecuted bless his bitter cup ; 
fbi in the end he shall taste more refined and substantial 
ielig^its, than the most uninterrupted prosperity could 
erer bring to the moat voluptuous and fortunate. 

7. The sackcloth of the penitent shall shine glorious 
as the sun : when all the gay pomp of the gaudy sinner 
shall be trampled under foot like dung. 

8. The contempt of riches ie the greatest of treasures ; 
devout prayer the most delicious entertainment ; alms the 
most prev^ling advocate at the throne of graee ; self-de- 
TX'i-T the most exalted pleasure ; and the conquest of ill 
tabits the moat glorious triumph. 

9. Bear constantly about you a lively idea of Christ 
crucified ; consider carefully His life, and let the per- 
fection of that shame you into the reforming of your 

10. In all the changes and chances of this world, let 
thy will bo entirely resigned to God ; for He is all in all, 
eternal and unchangeable, perfect and happy in Himself, 
absolute and sole Lord of tho imivcrse ; and every crea- 
ture is, and ought to be, entirely at QJs disposal. 

A PEJtIIENTIAI. LITANY FOK FKIDAT MOHTfrNO. 



O God the Father, of Heaven, Maker of all things ; 
\ave mercy on me a miserable sinner. 
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O God die Son, Redeemer of the 'World: haw 
mercy on me a miserable sinner. 

God the Holy Ghost, sanctifler of the Church : 
have ■mercy on me a miserable sinner. 

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity; who art, 
who wast, end who art to come : /tave mercy on me a 
mieerable sinner. 

O everlasting King, immortal, invisible, who in- 
hahitest that light to which no man can approach ; 
great in counsel, mighty in work, and of whose ivia- 
dom there is no end : have mercy on me a miserahU 

Thou who madest all things for Thyself, this world 
for the use of man, and man himself for the enjoy- 
ment of Thee : have mercy on me a miserable sinner. 

O God and Father of all, who art above all, and 
through all, and in us all: from whom, by whom, 
and in whom are all things : in whom we live, move, 
and have oui being : have mercy on me a miserable 

O Lord, who searcbest the heart, and triest the 
reins ; who quickenest the dead, and caDest those 
things that are not as if they were ; whose eyes are 
brighter than the aun, beholding all the ways of men : 
have mercy on me a miserable sinner. 

O God, who takest no pleasure in iniquity; with 
whom there is no acceptance of persons; terrible in 
Thy counsels towards the sons of men ; whose anger 
none can withstand : have mercy on me a miserable 

Thou whose mercy is above all Thy works, and 
even triumphs in the midst of judgment itself; O God 
most gracious, shewing mercy, even to a thousand 
generations, for Thy covenant's sake: have mercy on 
me a miserable sinTter. 
I O Father of mercies, and God of all consolation, 
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> who bj the dealh of Thy Son hast redeemed ub, and 
1 lij'tiie grace ofThy Spirit dost sanctity all Thy faith- 
i fal people : Aave mercy on tae a miserable sinner. 
Bave mercy, O Lord, and spare me. 
Have mercy, Father, and hear me. 
Spare me, good Lord, and every soul that calls 
nThee. 

II. 

From bS evil, and from all sin ; but particularly 
fffrom all pride and obstinacy; from vain.glory and 
H lelf-Bufficiency : from all avarice and covetousneas : 
51 driver me, O Lord. 

From gluttony and surfeiting; from envy and 
9 hatred; from anger and mahce; &om luxury and 
^tttcteaimeBs; from sloth and inordinate anjctety : de- 
ne, O Lord. 

From all hypocrisy and un charitableness ; from all 
Q baseness and pusillanimity; from all blindness and 
^ hardness of heart: deliver me, Lord. 

From ali the perils and dangers of this day; from 
N bQ sins, whether of omission or commission ; and from 
A aE the snares of the world, the fiesh, and the devil : 
-■ me, O Lord. 

By the might of Thy omnipotency, by the majesty 
)j of Thy glory, and by the multitude of Thy mercies: 
fl driver me, O Lord. 

By the intercession of my blessed Saviour and Re- 
' deemer; for the sake of all thnt He hath done and 
^J Buffered for vis : deliver me, O Lord. 

Now, and at all times, when 1 cry unto Thee ; but 
i especially in the hour of death, and in tlie day of 
, judgment: deliver me, O Lord. 
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r, beseech Thee to hear me, O 
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DEVOTIO^■S FOE 

Finally, O Lord, adored be Thy goodness for all 
the mercies, both temporal and spiritual, which Thou 
from time to time hast bestowed upon me ; for the 
guod tilings of this life, and tbe hope of eternal hap- 
piness in the next. Particularly I offer unto Thee 
ray humble thanks and praise for Thy preservation of 
me from the perils of the day past : if I have escaped 
any sin, it is the effect of Thy restraining grace ; if I 
have avoided any danger, it was Thy band directed 
me; to Thy holy Name be ascribed all honour and 
glory, O let the sense of all Thy blessings have this 
effect upon me, to make me better, and. to lead me to 
repentance : alt which I beg for Jeaus Christ's sake, 
in whose bleasedName and words I fm'tber pray unto 
Thee, Baying, 

Our Father, &c. 

THURSDAY MORNING. 
THE DEOAJ). 
NoTHiNB can be a greater abuae of that noble fiiculty 
of speech, which distinguisbas us from brutes, and was 
bestowed upon ua to glorify God. than to pollute it by 
false and deceitfal, lewd and filthy, profane and athe- 
istical talk. 

2. There is nothing in which the eserciee of true piety 
ia Djore concerned, than in. the art of ruling and re- 
Btiaining the tongne. 

3. To other ains we are soduced either by the hopes of 
pleasure or profit i hut the profane common swearer 
freely gives hia aoul to the devil, without any thing in 
exchange. 

4. Tbey who punish the common rash awcarer, may yet 
enjoin a solemn perjury; and if I choose they should 
rather make havoc of my goods than my conactence, my 
ipoiJs become monuments of my piety, and plead my in- 
nocence before Him who will not bold him guiltless thai 
taketh His name in vain, 
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G. Tbe Comnmndments ma; h&ve ae good murtjrs as 
the Creed ; for the eame authoritj has required our obe- 
dience to the one, that exacts our faith of the other. 
6. What a mocker; is it for a mau to be esuIoub for 
i God, and rebellious against his king : or be true to his 
I king, and n rebel to his Cod. 

3 7. He vho pretonda I fear not Ood so much as he, 
9 taay jet persecute me for honouring the king more than 
i himself does ; and my blood shed on that account be- 
J comes an acceptable sacrifice to Ood, who has com- 
i tnanded my subjection to the higher powers. 

8, Do nothing against thy congcience either for fear 

ir lore; in things that are doubtful have recourse to the 

I holy Soipturea, and to the guides who are set OTer thee 

by God for thy soul's good ; and if thou sufforest for thy 

J obedience to them here, the brighter shall be thy crown of 

Jj glory hereafter. 

J 9. That mind is truly great, and only that, which 
i) stands above the power of nil extrinsic violence ; which 
B keeps itself independent on the outward man; which can 
J be free when the body is in irons ; sound and healthy 
i when that groans under torture, and is never more strong 
J «ld vital, than when that languishes and expires, 
f 10. He that looks on the eternal things that are not 
V laeii, will, tbroiigh those optics, exactly discern the 
Q vanity of all that is visible and temporary ; be equally 
'f unmoved by the terrors and allurements of the world, 
j and neither frighted nor bribed out of hie duty. 



Athiqett and everlasting God, 1 praise and bless 
\' Thee from the bottom of my heart, that of Thy infinite 
h goodaees Thou bast preserved me this night past, and 
]| hast with the impregnable defence of Thy provideuce 
J protected me from the power and malice of the devil, 
I and kept me both in soul and body from all hia devices 
3 and snares, and raised me from sleep, the image of 
{J death, not lesving me to be etified in the darknesa of 




ns, but voucliBafing me 8 longer space to ref 
m. WithdrBW not, I humbly entreat Tbee, 

Shand of Thy protection from me, but take me ! 
Thy tuition this day; watch over me with the eyes of 
Thy mercy, and direct me in the way of Thy com- 
mandmente. Endue me with those gyacea of Thy 
Holy Spirit, whereby I may pass this day, and the 
rest of my life, to the praise and glory of Thy name, 
the benefit of my neighbour, and the salvation of my 
' sinful eoul. Keep me, O Lord, from all sin ; bridle 
mortify my flesh, that I fall not into any trs 
gresaions which may provoke Thy wrath against me. 
Direct my soul and body, my words and actions, ac- 
cording to the rule of Thy will ; divert my heart from 
fastening too much on transitory pleasures, and c 
vert it to delight in those eternal joys, which are 
blessed efiects of Thy love. 

And because I am not worthy, O Ixird, that Thou 
) ahouldst hear me, a wretched, unworthy sinner; be- 
hold I set before Thee the merits of Tlune only Son, 
V wlio is the propitiation for our sins ; for His right. 
' eousnees' sake pardon the ofiences of Thy servant, and 
for Thy mercies' sake in Christ, grant me those good 
things, of which I am by tlie strict rule of Thy justice 
most unworthy. Defend me, O Lord, in this my pil- 
'' grimage, against the enemies of my soul : arm me 
with the armour of light against the concupiscence of 
! the flesh, the temptations of the world, and malice 
' of the devil ; that having fought a good fight, and 
J finished valiantly the course of this terrestrial wariare, 

I may be received into Thy celestial kingdom. 
) In the mean time, O Thou who fillesl all things 
>. living with plenteousness, and feedest the young 
/ ravens that call upon Thee, be merciful unto me in 
- the supply of those necessaries which I daily want: 
keep me in health and strength ; give me food and 



raiment, and a competence sufficient to mainlaln n 
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e of life, to which it hath pleased Thee ti 



; and grant that I n 
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godly conversation ; that using Thy blessings worthily, 
I maypass Ous life with joy and comfort, till it pleasea 
Thee to call me to a hetter. 

Bless, O Lord, those whom Thou hast set over ua 
both in Church and State, govern their hearts in Thy 
fear, and guide their understandings to do those things 
which will be acceptable to Thee, and beneficial to 
this Church and kingdom. Give the Queen loving 
and loyal subjects, and confound and defeat her open 
and secret enemies. Comfort the comfortless and 
helpless ; shew the light of Thy truth to those who 
wander out of the right way ; give to all si 
repentance; strengthen and assist with Thy grace 
those who have begun well, that they may persevet 
in goodness : to al! my friends, kindred, and enemie! . 
give all Thy good blessings; keep us from all evil, 
and make us to continue in Thy service to our lives' 
end; and, aAer the course of this miserable life is 
ended, bring us to Thine everlasting kingdom, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, kc. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 



It is not any innate harahneas in piety that renders the 
<j fint easays of it unpleaNant, but only the iodisposednesa 
at our onn impatient and depraved hearts, 

S. The commandments of God are juat and honourable, 
^ pleasaot and profitable ; what we do by Bis aid He re- 
'i wards, as if done by our own stionglh ; and requites i 
S| sincerity as if it were perfect obedience. 

3. CaH not that holy zeal which is bitter wrath; nor 
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that Christian gravity which is Bullenncas and pride; nor 
that modeiatioa cluch is temporizlDg and lukowitrm' 
neEs ; nor that hmnilitj which is conaxdice; nor that 
public spirit which ia rebellion. 

4. Be lealous for God, and halt not betwixt Christ and 
the world ; for no man can Berre two masters ; thou canst 
not serve God and mammon. 

6. The leas eontidence we reposo in earthly comfortG, 
the more we ingratiate ourselveB with God. 

G. lie who shelters himself under the shadow of the 
Almlgbty, is possessed of a most imprugtmble fortress ; 
for how can he fail of security who has Omnipotence for 
his gnard, or be deluded in his trust, who depends on 
Truth itself ? 

7. If we indeed honour God, we shallj for His sake, 
reverence His aanctuariea ; keep holy the dajs set apart 
for His more solemn worship ; obey, love, and support the 
ministers of His holj word and Sa«iameotB ; and not dare 
to profane anj thing that is appropriated to His service. 

8. They who dare be bold with thti things belonging to 
God, geneiall; at la^ despise God Himself, and atheism 
is too often the last refuge of the aaciilegious, 

9. Bo not haaty in making vows ; nor, whon made, if 
lawful, slow in performing them. 

10. With idolaters, rebels, schismatics, and heretics, 
have no communion ; for what fellowship hath righteous- 
nesa with unrighteousness I and what communion hath 
light with darl^ess 1 and what concord hath Christ with 
Belial 1 and what agreement hath the temple of Ood with 
idols? 

A, PaiTER FOR THTJESDAT EVENING, 



O Lord God, Father everlasting-, to whose inesbaus- 
tible bounty we owe all honour and praise, I give Thee 
all possible thanks, that Thou hast vouchsafed to keep 
me this day from all evil ; so that none of Thy fearful 
judgments, to which I was justly liable, have fallen 
upon me ; but of Thy unspeakable mercy Thou liast 





preserved me from them, and hnst also liberally, and 
with a bountiful hand, supplied me with the neces- 
sarieB of life, notwithstanding my great and manifold 
sins committed against Thee. 

O Lord, I confess that I have wasted the time 
which Thou hast given me for repentance, altogether 
idly, vainly, and unprofitably; not considering that 
this day might have been the last of my life ; hut have 
added and heaped up sin on sin, in Thy all-seeing 
Bight, as if I had stood in no fear of Thee at all. O 
Lord, I acknowledge that it is of Thy goodness alone 
that I am not consumed in my iniquities ; and to Thy 
mercy be all the praise and glory thereof. 

O thou Father of mercies, who desireat not the 
death of a, sinner, in the name and mediation of our 
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, I most humbly crave 
pardon for my sins: Lord, I repent; help my im- 
penitency ; and, for the time to come, water my heart 
with the dew of Thy heavenly grace, that I may no 
longer bring forth weeds, fit only for the fire. Con- 
vert me, O Lord, and I shall be converted ; open my 
eyes, direct my heart, and so draw me after Thee, 
that I may no more return with the dog to his vomit, 
but serve Thee in righteousness and holiness all my 
days. Lighten, O Saviour, my dai'kness, and merci- 
fully keep roe from all the dangers of this night, O 
Lord, into Thy hands 1 commend my spirit; save me 
waking, and defend me sleeping, that I may watch 
in Thee, and rest in peace. Suffer me not to sleep in 
sin, and to lie languishing in it unto death, and so he 
buried in the grave of Thy holy judgments; but watch 
OTer my soul, and shelter it from temptation under the 
shadow of Thy wings. Keep me from all evil dreams 
and unclean thoughts ; that being preserved by Thy 
protection, and refreshed with comfortable rest. I may 
rise and offer to Thee my daily bounden duty and 
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Bervice, and at the end of my pilgrimage 

which Tho« hast promised 
love Thee, in that day which no night e 

Have mercy, O Father of the spirits 
all mankind ; convert all Jews, Turks, and Heathens, 
to Thy truth : strengthen and confirm all ChristianB 
therein: bless the universal Church; unite it, and 
heal its breaches ; reform whatever is amiss in it, 
and establish it in truth nnd peace: preserve and 
defend all Christian princes, especially oar sovereign; 
prosper and bless all her undertaltings, and abate the 
pride and malice of her enemies. Bless the clei^ 
with soundness of doctrine, and purity of life; the 
council with wisdom, the judges with integrity, the 
magistrates with discretion, and the people with the 
grace of obedience and loyalty. Comfort and reiiere 
those who labour under any affliction of body or mind, 
who are in danger, or want, in prison, or condemned 
to death. Those that love and do good to me, re- 
ward sevenfold into their boaora: those who hate me 
mthout a cause, convert and forgive; and grant 
all so to pass through things temporal, that we finally 
lose not the things eternal, through Jesus Chriat our 
blessed Saviour. Amen. 

Our Father, Lc. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

THE DEC AD, 

Tbeat thy body with sevarity and violence, and 

tiniie the rigorous discipline, till thy flash he eflectually 
subdued by the Epirit ; and the nagluct of sensual plea- 
fluras shall be liberally raeompensed by the abundance of 
heavenly and intellectual Joys. 

S. It is the most fatal of all infatuadDnB, to pampei 




and gratify our bodies, at the expense and estrame hsi- 
zard of our souls. 

3. This present state of mortality is the only ecene of 
actioD and improvement ; and since this scone so : ' 
desly may change, ire are not saSe ia delaying oui 



4. The sharpest afflictjons in this life will quiclily have 
a period ; they have their interval of Bose and comfort ; 
but the nuBenes and torturta of the wicked in the nest 
life, have no end, Do ceireshiaeDt, no tntenuission. 

0. He who now stands tamely at the bar of men, and 
auSbra for truth and righteousness, shall be advanced to a 
throne a3Xiong tho saints and martyis, to assist at the trial 
of his ouce-inaul ting judges. 

6, Let the afBicted and persecuted bless his bitter cup ; 
for in the end he shall taste more refined and substantial 
delights, than the most unintorruptod prosperity could 
ever bring to the most voluptuous and fortunate. 

T. The sackcloth of the penitent shall shine glorious 
as the sun : when all the gay pomp of the gaudy sinner 
ahall be trampled under foot lilce dung. 

8. The contempt of riches is the greatest of treasures ; 
devout prayer the most delicious entertainment ; altna the 
most prermling advocate at the throne of grace ; self-da- 
niol the most exalted pleasure ; and the conquest of ill 
liabits the moat glorious triumph. 

9. Bear constantly about you a lively idea of Christ 
crucified; consider carefully His Ufo, ond let the per- 
fection of that shame you into the reforming of your 

10. In all the changes and chances of this world, let 
tiiy will be entirely resigned to God ; for He is all in all, 
eternal and unchangeable, perfect and happy in Himself, 
absolute and sole Lord of the universe ; and every ci 
ture is, and ought to be, entirely at His disposal. 



O God the Father,of Heaven, Maker of all things: 
Aatie mercy on me a miserable sinner. 



O God the Son, Redeemer 
[ mercy on me a tniserahle sinner. 



r the world: hava 



O God the Holy Ghost, sanctifler of the Church 

me mercy on me a miserable sinner. 

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity; who art, 
who wast, and who art to come : have 
miserable 

O everlasting Kuig, immortal, in^dsible, who in- 
habitest that light to which no man can approach ; 
great in coAinsel, mighty in work, aiid of whose wis. 
dom there is no end ; Aacs mercy on me a miaerable 

Thou who madest all things for Thyself, this world 
for the use of man, and man himself for the enjoy, 
ment of Thee ; have mercy on me a miserable sinner, 

O God and Father of all, who art above all, and 
through all, and in us all: from whom, by whom, 
and in whom are all things : in whom we live, move, 
and have our being : have mercy on me a miserabh 

O Lord, who searchest the heart, and triest the 
reins ; who quickenest the dead, and callest those 
things that are not aa if they were ; whose eyes are 
brighter than the eun. beholding all the ways of men : 
have mercy on me a miserable sinner. 

O God, who takest no pleasure in iniquity; with 
whom there is no acceptance of persons ; terrible in 
Thy counsels towards the sons of men ; whose anger 
none can withstand : have mercy on me a miserable 

Thou whose mercy is above all Thy works, and 
even triumphs in the midst of judgment itself; O God 
most gracious, shewing mercy, even to a thousand 
generations, for Thy corenant's sake: have mercy on 
me a miserahle sinntr. 

O Father of merciee, and God of all consolation, 




! who by the death of Thy Son haat redeemed u 
I by the grace of Thy Spirit dost sanctiiy all Thy failh- 
1 fol people : have mercy on me a miserable st 
Save jnercy, Lord, and spare me. 
Hate mercy, O Father, and hear me. 
~ ; me, good Lord, and every soul that calla 
^ upon Thee. 

11. 

From all evil, and from all sin ; hut particularly 

from all pride and obBtinacy; from vain-glory and 

I eelf-sufficiency: from all avarice and covetouane 

i deliver me, Lord. 

From gluttony and surfeiting; from envy ; 
i hatred; from anger and mahce; from luxury and 
I tmcleanneES ; from sloth and inordinate anxiety : de- 
iver me, Lord. 
From all hypocrisy and un charitableness ; from all 
I baseness and piiBillanimity ; from all hlindneas and 
\ hardness of heart: deliver me, Lord. 

om all the perils and dangers of this day; from 
na, whether of omission or commission ; and from 
j all the snares of the world, the flesh, and the devil: 
■J deliver me, Lord. 

By the might of Thy omnipotency, by the majesty 
>l of Thy glory, and by the multitude of Thy mercies: 
fl deliver me, Lord. 

By the intercession of my blessed Saviour and Re- 
licemer; for the sake of all that He hath done and 
suffered for us: deliver me, Lord. 

Now, and at all times, when I cry unto Thee ; but 
a especially in the hour of dealli, ; 



n judgment; delivi 



^ Lord. 
III. 




DEVOTIONS FOE 

Lord, that it may please Thee to give me Thy grace, 
that I may worship Thee, the Lord mj God, in spirit 
and ia truth, and serve Thee only: I beseech Thee to 
hear me, good Lord. 

That I may love Thee with all my heart, with all 
my eoul, and with all my strength ; that I may 
Btedfaatly believe in Thee, give Thee thanks always, 
and put my whole trust at all times in Thee alone: 
/ beteeck Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That I may honour Thy holy Name and Thy 
Word ; that I may remember my covenant widi 
Thee at my baptism, and all my renewed vows to 
adhere unto Thee only, against al! the temptations of 
the world, the fleeh, and the devil : / beseech Thee to 
hear me, good Lord. 

That my conversation may be in all the Blmplicity 
of truth ; that I may faithfully keep and perform what 
I promise, more especially if by invocation of Thy 
Name, though it be to my ovm hindrance : I beseech 
Thee to hear ma, good Lord. 

That my service of Thee, both private and public, 
may he without all Buperatitious fear, in true right- 
eousness; that I may sanctify Thy day by a holy rest; 
and keep the festivals of Thy Church in exercises of 
religion and devotion; I beseech Thee to hear me, 
goi^ Lord, 

That I may love my neighbour aa myself; that I 
may do to all men as I would they should do unto 
me : / beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That I may obey and reverence with due honour 
my parents and superiors; and submit myself to the 
higher powers, not only for wrath, but also for con- 
science sake. / beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That I may be perfectly true and just in all 
dealings ; that I may injure no man's life, good na: 
or honour, out of anger, malice, or envy ; and as I f 
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may do good unto all men : / he- 
me, good Lord. 
That, by pouring Thy love into my heart, Thou 
wouldst cleanse it irom all inordinate desLrei) of the 
flesh and impure affections; that I may present my 
body a living and holy sacrifice, well pleasing unto 
Thee : / beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord, 

That Thou wouldst make me to grow in grace; 
that Thou wouldst give me the true love of Thee and 
my neighbour, with the contempt of myself, and the 
things of this world; and at length receive me into 
Thine everlasting kingdom ; / beieteh Thee to hear 
me, good Lord. 

IV. 

That it may please Thee to preserve the holy 
Church universal ; and to deUver every branch 
thereof from all false doctrine, heresy, and schism : 
/ beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That from the rising of the sun, even unto the 
going down of the same. Thy Name may be great 
among the Gentiles, and that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may become the kingdom of Thy Son: Iheseech 
Thee to hear me, good Lord, 

That Thou wouldst have mercy upon all Jews, 
Turks, Infidels, and Heretics ; open and enlighten 
the eyes of all that sit in darkness, and in the shadow 
of death; and guide their feet into the way of peace: 
/ beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That all who are called by Thy Name, may make 
it their study to adorn, by a good conversation, the 
holy religion they profess; and that their works may 
BO shine before men, even those who yet know Thee 
not, that they also may glorift Thee, our Father, 
who art in Heaven : / beeeech Thee to hear me, good 
Lord. 
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That Thy kingdom ma 
call upon Thee, in peace, 
J the Holy Spirit : and that both Thy 
I Bunctilied, and Thy Will be done in ■ 
earth, as it ia in Heaven by the holy 
Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That Thou wouldat give to all Christian princea 
and BtatCB. unity, peace, and firm concord, with a true 
zeal for Ttiy glory: /beseech Thee to hear me, good 

That Thou wouldst vouchsafe to defend the causa 
of the orphans and widow : to Buccour oil thnt are 
desolate and oppreeaed ; and to have pity on all who 
labour under any calamity, in mind, body, or estate: 
/ beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

That Thou wouldst give tliem patience under their 
iffiictiona, and Bpiritual wisdom, to improve them to 
he advantage of their bouIb ; / beseech Thee to hear 
me, good Lord. 

That Thou wouldst he pleased to give me, with all 
i Thy faithful people, our daily bread, apiritually and 
bodily; I beseech Thee to hearnu, good Lord. 

That Thou wouldst graciously forgive us our tres- 

) passes, as wc forgive them who trespass against us; 

, and defend us continually under the shadow of Thy 

wings against all temptation, and deliver ua from ths 

ivil one : / beseech Thee to hear me, good Lord, 

That neither by frailty, enticement, nor any torture. 

Thou wouldst permit any of us to fall from Thee; 

1 hut wouldst perfect Thy praiBe in ub, by the Btedfast- 

nesa of our faith, and by the invincibleness of our love, 

) to the beating down of Satan underour feet: Ibeseech 

y Thee to hear me, good Lord. 

J That Thou wouldst hear always my prayers, and 

. the prayers of Thy Church; and that whatever we 

1 , faithfully ask for ourselves and otheta, may, through 





the Name of the Son, I beteech Thee 
and look u 



O Fatter, 
to hear me. 

O Lord, my Protector, behold 
the face of Thy Christ. 

Kemember Thy scr\-ant, O Lord, with Thy good 
pleasure ; and \isit me with Thy salvation. 

Convert me, O Lord God of Host*, ehew me lie 
light of Thy countenance, and I shaE he whole. 

Turn the scourge of Thine anger from this land, 
and give peace in our time, O Lord. 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, grant uh Thy peace. 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon ua. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon ub. 

Our Father, Sec. 

FRIDAY EVENING. 

Br labour and pain, with weeping and mourning, is 
the kingdom of Heaven obtained ; but by honour and ease 
is Paradise lost. 

2. HowBoever it might fiiro with thee in thia world, 
and wHatcvi!! calamity and trouUe thou labourest under, 
give thanks unto God ; for He diapenaeth all thinga pro- 
Tidectiall; in this woild, with a true and righteous judg' 
ment after the coimaol of His eternal wisdom. 

3. Complain not against the dispensationB of God, haw 
■evere soever ; nor du'e to find fault mth that Providence 
which you ought to adore. 




4. A great gift of God it is, to be poor iiL this world 
for the goto of Christ, that thou aiayost be great in the 
' 'ngdom of Heaven. 

6. Ood in great viadom and goodness appoints us to 
affliction, that we may learn to love and value Elm and 
Heaven the more, be inade eeneible of oar own impi 
and groiT wiser and humbler b; His chastisements. 

6. How absurd it is, to endeavour to escape a momen- 
tary uneasiness, by committing such, cir" as will in &e 
end expose us to torments insupportable and eternal I 

7. Then esteem thyself happy indeed when thou canet 
even enjoy thy aorraws, and find a sensible satisfaction 
in suffering for Christ ; for this is in a manner to attain 
Heaven upon earth. 

8. The cross is the path that leads to bliss, in which 
the holy Jesus and His blessed saints marched before ns ; 
and why should we expect to arrive at the Heavenly 
Jerusalem in a diU'erent way from them } 

9. Out Saviour's crown of thorns preceded Ris crown 
of giory. How then can we hope for Heaven by a life of 
softness, ease, and pleasure) 

10. The Captain of our salvation was made perfect 
through sufferings ; and our conformity to Him is our 
glory and His delight. 

OFFICE FOR FKIDAY EYENINe. 



O LoBD God, with eharae, and sorrow, and con- 
fusion of face, I confess and acknowledge Thy inSnite 
mercy and goodness towards me; my infinite vileness 
and ingratitude to Thee, 

Thou, Lord, infinitely good and gracious, wast 
pleased, out of Thy own free mercy and goodnesH 
to me, first to love me, and excite me to love again : 
glary he to Thee. 

Thou, Lord, didst vouchsafe, of a miserable 



make n 



1 member o 






Savio 



and an heir of Heaven i glory be to Thee. 



■.Thy own child, 
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I, infinitely wicked and unworthy, have deepised. 
rejected, and forfeited all the inestimable blessings to 
which I was entitled by my baptism: Lord, Aave 
mercy upon me. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am ! I have cut myself 
off, by my eina, from being a true member of Christ'H 
raystical body, and from all the gracioua iiiflueDces I 
might have derived from my union to Him : Lord, 
have mercy vpoti me. 

Woe is me, wretch that I a:n ! I have, by my 
numerous provocations, lost that Holy Spirit of adop- 
tion, whereby I might become Thy child, O God, and 
call Thee Father, and am become a child of wrath : 
Lord, have mercy vpon me. 

Woe is me, wretch that I am ! I have, by my own 
wilful impiety disclaimed my being an inheritor of 
llie kingdom of Heaven, and am became an heir of 
the kingdom of dai'kness : Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Woe is me ! 1 have easily yielded to the temptations 
of Satan, and have done the works of my father the 
devil : Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Woe ia me! I have greatly coveted and pursued 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world : Lord, 
have mercy upon me. 

Woe is me 1 I have indulged the sinful lusts of tlie 
flesh, and given myself up to work all uncleanneas 
with greediness; Lord, have tnercy upon me. 

Woe is me! I have loved al] things, which Thou, 
O Lord, hatest, and am myself become odious in Thy 
Eight : Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Woe is me ! I have neither believed in Thee, O my 
God, nor obeyed Thee, nor loved Thee, aa I ought, 
and as I solemnly vowed I would : Lord, have mercy 





I lament, O Lord God, my detestable impiety, tat 
liaving BO long, so often, and so obstinately offended 
Thee. 

In the bitterneaa of my bouI, O Father of mercies, 
I bewail and abhor my unworthinees, and the liard- 
nesfi of my heart that has despised the riches of Thy 
goodness and forbearance, and long-suffering, which 
would have led me to repentance. 

O Lord God, whatever Thou denieat me, deny me 
not a broken and contrite heart. 

that my head were waters, and mine eyes foun- 
tains of tears, that I might weep much, and love much, 
having much to be forgivea! 

Lord, hear me, help me, save me, for Thy own 
gracious promise sake, for Thine own tender mercies' 
sake, for the merits and sufferings of Jesus Thy 
Beloved, in whom Thou hast made penitents ac- 
cepted! 

III. 

1 have sinned, O Lord God. I have sinned, and 
done evil in Thy sight; but I repent, and turn unto 
Thee. 

I confess and forsake my wickedness, and am soriy 



With all my heart, O God. do I 
rows, which, ^aa! I have so often violated. 
O Lord God, I, for the future, renounce the devil. 





tiisn-orks, those sins of the spirit; all tempting othera 
to sic, all hatred of holiness and apostacy. 

1 ntlerly renounce, O Lord God, the pompa and 
''MitieB of this wicked world; all covetous desires of 
honour, riches, and pleasure ; and all sinful escesses 
in things lawful. 

I renounce all evil cusloroa and evil companions ; 
sU that was vain and wicked in the world ; all that 
friendship with the world which is enmity with Thee ; 
ond all things that may alienate my heart from Thee. 
1 renounce all worldly comforts and possesBions, 
all mj* natural relations, yea, and my own life also, 
"henever they stand in competition with my duty 
V> Thee. 

I utterly renounce, O Lord God, all the sinful lusts 
of the flesh, all the inordinate desires of my own cor- 
rupt nature, and of my carnal mind, which is enmity 
with Tliee. 
I renounce all carnal lusts which war against Thee, 
I and against my own soul; all sloth and idleness, in- 
itmperance, and laaciviouaneas, and filthinesa of flesh 
and spirit, which renders us unclean in Thy sight, 
Lord God, I utterly renounce all things that may 
' My way displease Thee : from them all let it be Thy 
, gi>'Ni pleasure to dehver me. 
' IV. 

Turn Thou to me, O Lord God, and so shall I he 
'Wneii : turn the whole stream of my sensual afifec- 
. tioMfrom the love of this world to the love of Thee. 
■ father, accept my imperfect repentance, compas- 
S'nnale mine infirmities, forgive my wickedness, purify 
'oy uncjeanness, strengthen ray weakness, fix my un- 
', slabieiiess, and let Thy loi'e ever rule in my heart, 
'^M;j1. Ihr iifHls i,i,.l Mlfn^iji-^, ;l,ll1 love of Thy 



EET0TION3 rOB 



For my preservation from tie perils of the day 
past, and for all the blessings thereof, al! luve, ail 
gloij, be to Thee, O Lord, 

God, my defender, keep, and protect, and blesB 
me this night, and preserve me tiom sin and danger, 
for Thy mercy's sake. 

1 will lay me down in peace to take my rest ; O 
my God, under the Bhadow of Thy wings moke me 
to dwell in safety. 

Into Thy hands, O God of truth, I commend my 
soul, which Thou hast redeemed; O suffer not the 
purchase of Thy Son's most precious blood to perish. 

All love, all glory be to Thee, O God the Father, 
who hast made me and all the world. 

All love, all glory be to Thee, O God the Son, who 
haet redeemed me and all mankind. 

All love, all glory be to Thee, God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifiest me and all the elect people 
of God. 

Lord, hear me, and accept me ; pardon my failings, 
and supply all my wants, and the wants of all Thy 
faithful people : which I sum up in the words of 
Thine own beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 



Gos and religion have in them a solid and substantia, 
good ; the one a^ our utmost end and happiness ; the 
other as the best proportioned means to attam it. 

2. To seek for happiness from the enjoyments of this 
Horld, is to seek the living among the dead ; to scaich foi 
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filici^ among those things which are the very root and 
fountain of all our misery, 

3, Ail thiuga in the world are ia themselves good [ 
wit when we propouiid them as the greatest and highest 
Ewdthat we expect satisfaction from, this turns them all 

1 Let U8 have the same opinion of the things of this 
wr^lil ia the time of health and prosperity, as we shaU 
ciltiinlj have when we lie languishing and draw nigh to 
ElBroity; so shall we, with a generoua scorn, live ahove 
tile world, and despise it. 

S. Wkj should we set our hearts on those vanities 
"tich, when we have most need of comfort and support, 
sf! dtlier 60 faithless that thej wiU not, or bo weak that 
% cannot, help us ? 

& Let not our bodies, which are but dust and moat 






a to e 



|Wi 



to o^Kt our immortal part, our nover-djing souls. 

T. The BOul is B. spirit, and ought not to be nneqnally 
Joked to the dregs and dross of earthly enjoyments. 

S. The exigencies of the outward man the enjoyments 
*f tHa world may supply, but the greatest abundance of 
I "ko can never quiet a troubled conscience, nor appease 
I M ingry God, nor remove the condemning guilt of the 
juutuo. 

' B. Sovain and empty are all temporal pleasiffes, that 
«y We scarce any proof of their reality, hut the pain 
« tonaent they bring with them. 
'0. The wise man sums up the true value of all things 
"1 this world, in^theae two words, -vanili/ and ttexation: 
'ia at what pnoe would you rute vanUy which is no- 
"^g! or ixxation, which is worse than nothing ? 



Almighty God, great T/ord of Heaven and 
^^h, 1, a miserable sinner, ivith fear and ehame cast 
"'yself down before Thee, humbly confessing my 
"I'Uiifuld sine and unsufTerablc wtckedtieases, by 
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which I have deserved Thy wratli, and eternal se- 
paration from the sweetest comforts of Thy pre- 
sence. I coDfess, O gveat God, that I have sinned 
grievously against Tliee by thought, word, and 
deed, by night and by day, in private and in public, 
(particularly ); ray sins of omission are in- 
finite, and my sins of comnuBsion cannot be numbered : 
Thy words and laws, God, are holy, and Thy 
judginentH are terrible; but I have broken al! Thy 
rig^bteous laws, and incurred Thy severest judgments; 
and where shall I appear when Thou art angry with 

But. O Lord, my judge, Thou art also my Re- 
deemer ; I have sinned, but Thou, blessed Jesus, 
art my advocate : have mercy upon me, a most mise- 
rable sinner; enter not into judgment with mc, lest 
I die ; but spare me, gracious Lord, spare Thy ser- 
vant whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy most 
precious blood: O reserve not evil in store for me 
against the day of vengeance, but shew Tliy good- 
ness in me, and let Thy mercy be magnified upon 
me; deliver rae from the power of sin, and preserve 
me from the punishment of it. 

Thou, whose mercy is without measure, whose 
goodness is rnispeakable, despise not Thy returning 
servant, who earnestly begs for pardon and recon- 
ciliation ; grant roe the forgiveness of what is past, 
and a perfect repentance of all my sins, that for the 
time to come I may with a pure spirit, a broken and 
contrite heart, sanctified lips, and holy desires, serve 
Thee religiously, walking humbly with ray God, con- 
versing justly and charitably with men. possessing my 
soul in patience and holiness, and my body in sancti- 
fication and honour. 

Thou who dweljest in the light to which 
con approach, in whose presence there is no night, in 
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t bi;ht of whose countenance there is perpetual day; 
I Thj senant, whom Thou hast preserved this night, 
.J nbch live by Thy power this day, blesa and glorify 
' Tliee for the defence of Thy Almighty Providence, 
; ■ and humhly pray Thee to grant that this day, and all 
the days of my life, may he holy and peaceable, health- 
fjl to my body, and profitable to my soul. Send Thy 
I Mj Spirit, the Spirit of peace, to be the guide of my 
"ays. the guard of my soul and body. Save, defend, 

■ mj keep me in Thy iear and love ; give unto me the 
, hk of Thy countenance, peace from Heaven, and 

t'lG salvation of my soul, in the day of the Lord 

HearalBO my prayers for Thy holy Catholic Church ; 

■ iiDiIe aB her divisions, extirpate out of her all heresies 
iqJ false doctrine ; accept her spiritual sacrifices ; let 

', her live by Thy Spirit, and reign in Thy glory. Ee- 
inember all them whom Thou hast appointed to he 
Rewards of Thy holy mysteries; give them such 
wisdom and charity, such diligence and zeal, that 
they may be guides to the bhnd, comforters to the 
"''^siy and heavy-laden ; tliat they may strengthen 
Ike weak, and confirm the strong ; boldly rebuke sin, 
. ^il patiently sufier for the truth. 

I^serve, O great King of Heaven and earth, all 

'-hiiatian princes, more especially our gracious sove- 

I '^i^: crown them with justice and peace, and with 

'"e love of Cod and their people ; let holiness he the 

Maent of their heads, and let the anointing from 

e n ake them sacred and venerable, wise and 

' If that bemg fa thful Bei-i-ants to Thee, the King 

tings they n ay nherit a crown of everlasting 

blpB ed Cod who art rich in mercy and com- 
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needy, tlie widow, the fatherless, the friendless and 
oppressed; relieve their necessities, comfort their sor- 
rows, strengthen their 'vreakneES ; heal the sick and 
languishing, and them that draw near unto death ; 
and suffer not Satan to prevail over them in the day 
of their calamity; give them a deliverance when Thou 
seeBt expedient for them, and in the meantime a sanc- 
tified use of Thy rod. 

Let these my prayers, O Lord, find access to the 
throne of grace, through the Son of Thy love, our 
hlessed Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ the 
tig;hteous: to whom with Thee, O Father, in the 
unity of the Spirit, he all glory and thanks, all honour 
and power, all love and obedience, all majesty and 
dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

THE DEC AD. 

KsowiNO the EraJIty of our Uvea, and the certainty of 
our dissolution, let ua by ropentanca and holiness bo pre- 
pare ourselves for death, as to make it only a happy tran- 
sition irom a temporal to an etecnal hfe, and an inlet 
into tmdiess hliaa and joy. 

2. Our very life is nothing else but a succaasion of 
dying ; every day and hour wears away part of it ; and so 
far as it is already spent, so far we are already dead and 
buried. 

3. Our very graves were ones living: we dig through 
our forefathers, and must shortly hecoma earth ourselves, 
to bury our posterity. 

4. Devote not the flower and spirit of thy life to sin 
and luiury, nor think to put off God with the dregs therc- 
off : for He will not accept the devil's refuse. 

5. It ia too late to think of becoming new men when 
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ire are ceasing t 
are ending them. 

6. Do nothing but what thou wouldst he content to he 
found doing when Christ shall come to judge thee ; and 
live 60, as if every day were thy last, and the very nest to 
eternity, 

7. Lot us he willing to die when Ood calla, and look 
upon a speedy summons out of this world as an act of 
mercy, to prevent the majiy sins, and many calamities, of 
a longer life. 

8. In contemplation of the resurrection a Christian 
may look on death as a hiirtlesa thing, vanquiEhed, dis- 
armed of its sting, and no longer the king of terrors, hut 
a friendly introducer into those everlasting joya which the 
blood of Christ hath purchased for him. 

9. Christ hath given us the victory over sin and death ; 
why should we then be terrified at the approach of our 
last momcnU, bidco the bitterness of death is past, and 
the grave is swallowed up in victory 1 

10. Let the precious promises, and exceeding great re- 
wards, reserved in store for them who love God, teach us 
couatancy and perseverance in doing and suffering Uis 
will, and oblige us to the utmost industry and diligence 
in His service ; " forasmuch as we know, that our labour 
shall not be in vain in the Lord." 

A FBAYER rOB SATUBDAY EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY Father, who gaveat the sun for a 
light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and 
stare for a light hy night ; vouchsafe to receive ma 
this night, and ever, into Thy favour and protection ; 
defend me from all sad casualties, and eyil accidents ; 
and rule and govern me with Thy Holy Spirit, that 
I may pass tliie night without sin, and be presen'ed 
from the infection of every temptation. Let not the 
rins of this day deprive me of Thy gracious protec- 
tion : hut let Thy merciful ears be open to my prayers 
for pardon and forgiveness. 
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I desire, O Lord, with sorrow and shame 
my Bins unto Thee, and to humble myself at the re- 
membrance of ray folly : O Ihou God of pity and 
compassion, have mercy on me, for Thou art our 
Father, merciful and gracious, and hast revealed to 
UB Thy infinite mercies iu Jesus Christ: for His sake 
give me (rue penitence, and the perfect remission of 
my past sine; wash my soul in the blood of the Holy 
Lamb, and Qie baptism of repentance ; a:id ^ant 
that I may henceforth live a holy and a blessed life, 
in all godlinees and honesty, increasing in the know, 
ledge of God, and being fruitful in every good work. 
O let it be the work of my life to obey Thee, the joy 
of ray soul to please Thee, that, in a constant and 
faithful discharge of my duty, I may watch for the 
coming of ray Lord, and be ready to eater in with 
Him at whatsoever hour He shall come. 

Thou, O Lord, who by Thy blessed Son, oiu: most 
gracious and most holy Redeemer, hast subdued all 
the powers of hell and the graye, taken away the 
sting of death, and broken in pieces the power of 
darkness; have mercy upon me now, and at the hour 
of death : O let me not be snatched away unpre- 
pared, nor surprised in any act of sin,norcaUed upon 
when my lamp is untrimmed : let my death (if it be 
Thy blessed will) be neilber violent nor untimely, but 
after the ordinary visitation of men; preserve my 
reason and religion, my faith and hope, my sense 
and speech, perfect and useful to the last of my days; 
and grant that I may die the death of the righteous, 
and my future state be hke his. 

Defend, O Lord, and preserve Thy Church from 
all heresy and schism ; from the conspiracies of the 
atheists and the sacrilegious; from all that persecute 
and oppose the truth : and give unto them who serve 
Thee in the ministries of religion, wisdom and holi- 




I, the bleseings of peace and righteouBness, and the 
erful aid of Tby Holy Spirit. 

jid, O Almighty God, who rulest in the king- 
is of men, by whom kings reign and princes 
ree justice, defend those with Tby mercy whom 
lu hast adorned with Thy power; advance the 
interests, and preserve the persons of all Chris- 
princes, especially our moat gracious Queen ; 
Old and BBve them from all treasons and con- 
:>des, give them long life nnd peace in this world, 
. a crown of glory in the worid to come. 
iVilh a propitious eye, O gracious Comforter, be 
d nil that are in affliction; hear the sighings of the 
lieBBed, the groans of the sick, the prayers of the 
Meeeed, the desires of the poor and needy ; give 
m patience under their sufferings, and a haj)py 
ne out of all tlieir afflictions. 
TiieBe my prayers, O most merciful Father, vouch, 
e lu heir, through the mediation of Jesus Christ 
r Eedeemer and most merciful Saviour, who with 
iM and the Holy Ghost together is worshipped and 
Jiified in all the Churches of the saints, one God 
MBed for ever. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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O ETEENAX God, and most merciful Father, look 
down upon us Thy unworthy creatures, who present 
ourselveB before the throne of Thy majeety and glory, 
to offer unto Thee the morning Eacriflce of our un- 
feigned praises, for the many and undeserved favourB 
bestowed upon us ; for creating ua reasonable crea- 
tures, and continuing our understanding, limbs, and 
senses, entire to the present time ; and for protecting 
us from the dangers of the past night, refreshing us 
with Bufficient rest, and bringing us safe to the begin- 
ning of this day. 

But more especially we gloriiy Thy name for Thine 
infinite love in the redemption of the world by Thy 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the means of grace and 
for the hope of glory. O Lord, give ua all grace to 
please Thee, not only with our tongues, but by living 
in obedience to Thy holy commands all the days of 
our life. 

Good God, mate us truly sensible of, and penitent 
for. all the sins that we have committed against Thy 
Divine Majesty, in tliought, word, or deed. Wash 
away their guilt with the precious blood of Thy d 
Son ; be reconciled to us for His sake, and save 
from the wrath to come. 

Draw our minds from the love of this world, and 
teach us to une it with temperance, sobriety, and 
moderation ; with an entire trust and dependen 



Thy fatherly c 



ud good provider 



md with a 



perfect submission to Thy blessed will in all things. 
O Lord, root out of our hearts all pride and envy; 



HOBITIire FBATES TOB A. TAKILY. 59 

*D b(red, malice, and ill-will : put away from us all 
nDBotiousneas and uncharitablcnesa ; all lying and 
Attdering, and whatever else is contrary to a truly 
Jhris^an spirit ; and endue ub, we moat humble pray 
n>ee, vith that meekness and humility which is in 
Ttif Bigbt of BO great value, and with all those holy 
od Christian diapoBitions which Thou lovest and 
h^g^in. 
Instruct us in all the particulars of our duty which 
K owe to Thee, our neighbour, and ourselves, 
wide and conduct ua by Thy good Spirit through 
Si Iba buainesa and affairs of this life. Teach ua to 
etwith faithfulness and honesty in every thing that 
* take in. hand : and give us such a dread of Thy 
l^biBure, and such a sense of Thy continual pre- 
WCB with us, as may secure us by Thy grace against 
D the temptations of the world, the flesh, and the 

^ Lord, assist us this day with the gracious mo- 
iona of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may Omit ihia on Sun- 
Wtinuttlly arise from the death of ain ^r Miming, 
life of righteoueneaa ; preserve us from the 
of evil company, from the deceitfulness of 
■f own hearts, and defend us more especially from 
X«e Bins that are most apt to betray and ensnare us, 
*t Thy blessing accompany all our honest labours 
■d endeaTOurs ; and vouchsafe ua auch a measure 
f tealth, and other temporal mercica, as Thou aeest 
'•tsnd most fitting for us. We desire, O Lord, to 
*™ ourselves, and all our affairs, in Thy hands, 
■Bubly beaeeching Thee to take ua. and all that 
wiong to us, under the protection of Thy good pro- 
|J '"ience ; and so to bless, direct, and guide ua in this 
a jjifii that we may at last obtain that greatest of all 
s blesBiiigB, the eternal salTation of our immortal souls, 




MOBKINQ PKATEE 

through the meritB and for the sake of Thy dear Son 
our Saviour Jesua Christ, for whom our souls do bless 
and praise Thee, and in whose most holy w 

1 up nil our own and the wants of aJl mankind, 
Baying, 

Our Father. &c. 

O merciful Father, be pleased to prepare our hearts 
On finodiiy Morn- tbiB day for Thy worship and eervict 
"f th' ^^^ fervent zeal and hearty devotioi 
"pan- that we may enter into Thy gates with 
g"pb. thanksgiving, and into Thy courts with 

praise ; that no vain imaginations may disturb our 
minds, but that our prayers may be like incense, 
acceptable unto Thee, through the intercession of 
Jesus Christ. Lord, help us to attend diligently to 
the precepts and instructions of Thy holy word, that 
we may retain them in our minds, and they may ii 
fiuence our lives and actions ; that we may not I 
hearers of Thy word only, but likewise doers of it, 
ind BO may be blessed in the deed. 

Lord, we must humbly beseech Thee to hearken 
graciously unto the prayers, and accept of the praises 
which are offered unto Thee this day by Thy holy 
Catholic Church throughout the world, and send down 
Thy blessings upon her; that all who profess and call 

mselves Christians may be brought out of heresy 

1 error, may he delivered Irom all dangers and 
calamities, may depart from all iniquity, and de- ' 
voutly serve Thee in all manner of good works, unto m 
their lives' end. 

Dod Lord, hear our prayers, and grant our r 



BTENIKO PEATER FOK A. FAMIIT. 

O HOLT, blessed, and gloriouB God, have mercy upon 
us, miserable ninners ; let the prayers and suppli- 
cations of Thy servants be acceptable unto Tliee, 
through Jesus Christ our Mediator and Advo- 
,i cate. Amen. 

Almighty God and gracious Father, Thou hast 

esUbliflhed the Heavens and the earth in a, wonderful 

' .'i order, mahing day and night to succeed each other, 

. lotthecomfort and refreshment of mankind; wemake 

■ ,■- mir humble address to Thy Divine Majesty, begging 

,;"l of Thee mercy and protection this night, and ever. 

,^ OLord, pardon all our sins, our vain thoughts, hght 

■Jr rash words, and our irregular actions ; and, what- 

iver we have done amiss this day, or at any time 

tefore, be fully reconciled unto us in the blood of 

9 Hij dear Son. 

Behold, O God, our sovtls are troubled at the re- 

Jtoembrance of our sins, at the irailty of our fiesh, eub- 

pl to many temptations, and unable to resist them, 

OLord God of mercy, we earnestly beseech Thee bo 

fp_«sist us with Thy Holy Spirit, that we may mor- 

_ , s sinful inclinations, vain desires, and dis- 

■*ietly passions; that as we have formerly served 
IJW^re lusts, and vicious appetites, ao now we may 
oUy dedicate ourselves to Thy service, and the 
■pfaclice of a holy life. 
J Coarince us truly, Lord, of lie great folly and 
;er of sin ; and teach us ever to value Thy love 
e all things, and to esteem Thy favour more thao 
'"ilf; and grant fhnt wr may pass through all the 
a of this worlJ wiili jumh , mhI innocence. 




02 EVESING PEATEK 

and Hafety; and enable us to fight manfully against 
our grertt adversary the de¥i!, who is daily lying in 
wait to destroy us. 

Suffer U8 not, O merciful God, to he led away by 
the vain and foolish customs of this world, nor se- 
duced from our duty by the company and example 
of wicked men; but grant that we may make Thy 
laws the rule of all our actions ; and let it be our 
constant and most zealous endeavours to please Thee 
above all things, and fdthfully to discharge our duty 
in the several places and stations wherein Thy provi- 
dence is pleased to place us. 

Teach ua, O Lord, so to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom; make us duly 
mindful that Thou art present every where, and privy 
to our moat secret thoughts ; that we may never dare 
to do any thing but what Thou approvest, and of 
which we may give a comfortable account at the great 
day of the Lord Jesus. O fit and prepare us for that 
solemn time, by a Tirtuoua and holy life : that when 
we corae to appear before the great Judge of all the 
world, we may be found of the number of those happy 
souls whom He shall then pronounce bleaaed. 

Extend Thy goodness. Lord, to all mankind; 
have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Heretics ; and bring them ta the light, and know- 
ledge, and practice of Thy laws. 

Bless all our governors both in Church and State ; 
make them all, in their several places and stations, 
useful and serviceable to Thy glory, and the good and 
welfare of this Church and nation. 

Send down Thy blessings, spiritual and temporal, upon 
all our friendB and relatione; do good to thoae who have 
done orwisheduseril; and vouchsafe unto every one of 
U8, and to all Christians, whatever Thou knowest to he 
best, in reference to our temporal and eternal welfa^. 



TOB A FAUILT. 

Comfort and relieve all those that are afflicted or 
™[Msed in mind, body, or estate ; ^ve them pa- 
Deuce and submission in their troubles, and in Thy 
ue time grant them a happy issue out of all 
fcir afflictions. And as we pray unto Thee, O God. 
tn ourselves and others, so we desire to bless and 
8e Thy holy name, for all Tby manifold mercies 
faroora vouchsafed to us and all mankind. We 
Thee hearty thanks for preserving us this day 
,wid the rest of our lives, from innumerable ac- 
uta and dangers ; for onr health, strength, peace, 
md safety, for providing for our bodies, and taking 
Hre of our souls ; but, above all, for Thine inesli- 
J*ble love in the redemption of the world by our 
■>Td and Saviour Jesus Christ, for the means of 
lice, and for the hope of glory. O Lord, imprint 
I our hearts such a deep sense of Thy mercies, that 
Sumy shew forth Thy praise not only with our Ups, 
1 in our lives, by giving up ourselves to Thy service, 
" by walking before Thee in holiness and righteous- 
ly il the days of our lives. 

Pinally, O Lord, we commend ourselves, our souls 
M bodies, and all that belong to us, to Thy fatherly 
""w and good providence, beseeching Thee to take us 
1i^ nigbt under Thy Almighty protection, that no 
evil come near to hurt us. Refresh our bodies with 
quiet rest and sleep, and our souls with the consola- 
tiOM of Thy Holy Spirit ; and when Thou shalt think 
fit to lake uB out of this world, give us everlasting rest 
and peace in Thy eternal kingdom, through the merits 
and for the sake of our blessed Saviour and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ, who has taught us when we pray to 
(say. 

Our Father, &c. 






;, WHICH MAT BE ADDED Tl 
EVENING PEAYEK ON THE IOED' 

MoHT gracious God, we return Thee our niost hum- 
ble and hearty thanks for permitting us this day to 
Attend upon Thee, together with our Christian bre- 
thren, in tlie public duties of Thy worship and service, 
to offer up our praises and prayers to Thy Divine 
Majesty, to hear Thy Holy Word read and preached 
by the ministers of the Gospel, 

O Lord, pardon all the wanderings and disorders 
of our minds, and whatsoever else Thou hast seen 
1 UB this day past, in any of our thoughts, 
desires, espressions, or actions ; forgive the iniquities 
of our holy things, and graciously accept our sincere, 
though weak, endeavours to serve Thee. 

And as we have been taught, exhorted, ajid en- 
couraged out of Thy Holy Word, so help us, all tha 
following week, to testify the truth and honesty of our 
hearts in all this by a. blameless conversation ; in all 
humility.meekncss, temperance, righteousness, charity, 
and peace, with all them that call on (he Lord out of a 
pure heart. 

Help us, by the use of all the means of grace and 
salvation, to grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, fitting us more 
for the seeing and enjoying Thee our God, 
and our blessed Eedeemer, in the life to come : and 
grant that when we shall cease to praise and serve 
Thee with Thy saints on earth, we may continue to be 
so employed with the blessed spirits in Heaven. 

O Lord, hear us from Heaven Thy dwelling-place ; 
forgive the sins of our persons and the sins of our 
prayers ; and do more for us than we ai'e worthy 
to expect at Thy hands, for His sake who alone is 
worthy, even Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 



iO DEVOTIOKS FOH 

I desire, Lord, with Borrow and sbame to confess 

ny sins unto Thoe, and to humble myaelf at the . 

, membrance of my folly : O thou God of pily a 

I compaBsion, haye mercy on me, foe Thou art ( 

Father, merciiiil and graciotis, and haat revealed to 

UB Thy iuflmte meroiea iu Jeaua Christ: for Hia sake 

; me true peniteDce, and the perfect ri 
niy past aina ; wash my aoul in the blood of the Holy 
Lamb, and the baptism, of repentance ; and grant 
that I may henceforth live a holy and a blessed life, 
in all godlineas aad honesty, increasing in the know, 
ledge of God, and being fruitful in every good work. 
O let it be the work of my life to obey Thee, the joy 
of my soul to please Thee, that, in a constant and 
faithful discharge of my duty, I may watch for the 
coming of my Lord, and be ready to enter in with 
Him at whatsoever hour He shall come. 

Thou, O Lord, who by Thy blessed Son, our moat 
gracious and most holy Redeemer, hast subdued all 
powers of hell and the grave, taken away the 
sting of death, and broken in pieces the power of 
darkness; hare mercy upon me now, and at the hour 
of death : O let me not be snatched away unpre- 
pared, nor surprised in any act of sin, nor caUed upon 
when my lamp is untrimmed : let my death (if it be 
Thy blessed will) be neither violent nor untimely, but 
after the ordinary visitation of men ; preserve i 
reason and religion, my faith and hope, my eei 
and speech, perfect and nseful to the last of my da}^; 
and grant that I may die the death of the righteous, 
and my future state be like his. 

Defend, O Lord, and preserve Thy Church from 
all heresy and schism ; from the cunspiraciee of the 
atheists and the Bacrilegioua ; from all that peraecute 
and oppose the truth: and ^ve unto them who serve 
Thee in the ministriea of religion, wiadom and holi- 
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As the necessity of each day 






requires. 


1^ 




The spiritual food of o\ir 
souls, and also that of our 
body. 


brgivewourtrea- 


Forgive us our talents, who 


im,asv 


eforgive 


forgive others their pence. 


E.""' 


treipati 




Awfw. 






& 


not inlo 


Nor Buffer us to enter into 
temptation, when we are 
led away and ready to 
yield it. 


«w 


us from 


FroTO that autlior of evil that 


1 




is without us, the devil, 
and the world ; and from 
the author of evil that ie 
within us, our own flesh; 
from the evil of sin by 
Thy grace, and from the 


t 




evil of punishment by Thy 




mercy ; from all evil by Thy 






peace. 


B»»iia.iiw. 


Absolute in itself. 


«< 






tis^ower. 


Independent on any other. 


ji.ji»y,>r„w 


Shininground about all things. 


H«n-. 




and in all things; and from 
Thee, and by Thee, and 
to Thee, in the gloiy and 
salvation of Thy servants. 
Amen. 
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L BETOUT PHATEE, TTHICH MAT B 



Ghaut me, gracious Lord, a pure intention of BJJ 
heart, and a atedlast regard to Thy glory in all my 
actions; possess my mind continually with Tbyprt- 
sence, and ravish it with Thy love, that my only 
delight may be to be embraced in the arms ot Tij 
protection. Be Thou a light unto mine eyes, mudt 
to my ears, sweetness to my taate, and a iiill cm- 
tentment to my heart : he Thou my sunshine in tilt 
day, my food at the table, my repose in the night. 
my clothing in nakedness, and my succour in i& 



Lord JeauB, I give Thee my body, my soul, of 
substance, my fame, ray friends, ray liberty, and "" 
life : dispose of me and all that is mine, as it aeemeu* 
best to Thee, and to the glory of Thy blessed Name. 
I am not now mine own, but Thine ; therefore clun* 
me as Thy right, keep me as Tby charge, and lort 
me as Thy child : flght for me when I am assaulted, 
heal me when I am wounded, and revive me when I 
am destroyed. 

My Lord and my God, I beseech Thee to give me 
patience in troubles, bumilily in comforts, constanoj 
in temptations, and victory agmnst all my ghostlj 
enemies. Grant me sorrow for my sins, thankful* 
ness for Thy benefits, fear of Thy judgments, love of 
Thy mercies, and mindfulness of Thy presence lot 
evermore. Make me humble to my superiors, and 
friendly to my equals ; ready to please all, and lo»th 
to offend any ; loving to my friends, and charitable to 
mine enemies. Give me modesty in my countenance 
gravity in my behaviour, deliberation in my speechi 
holiness in my thoughts, and righteousnesa in all mv 
actions ; let Thy mercy cleanse me from my eina, nA 





Tliy grace bring forth in 
We. 

1 Lord, let me be obedient without arguing, 
without feigning, patient without gruAgiag, pure with- 
out corruption, merry without lightness, sad without 
nuBtruBt, eohcr without dullness, true without double- 
nes8, fearing Thee without deBperation, and trusting 
inlbee without presumption. Let me be joyful for 
nothing but that which pleaBetb Thee; nor sorrowful 
for any thing but that which doth displease Thee ; 
snd ttat labour be my delight which is for Thee ; and 
let idl the rest weary me that is not in Thee. Give 
ne a naking spirit, and a diligent soul, that I may 
•edi \o know Thy will, and when I know it may 
Jttform it faithfully, to the honour and glory of Thy 
Mfir-b!essed Name. Amen. 

FOB FAITH. 

BLESSED Lord, whom without faith it is im. 
possible to please, let Thy Holy Spirit, 1 beseech 
"iM, work in me such a faith as may be acceptable 
Thy sight, even the faith which worketh by love. 
let me not rest in a dead, ineffectual faith; but 
pMt that it may be such as may shew itself by my 
forks; that it may be that victorious faith which may 
Mable me to overcome the world, and conform me to 
the image of that Christ on whom I believe; that at 
the last I may receive the end of my faith, even the 
Mlvation of my soul, through the same Jesus Christ 
Bsed Redeemer. Amen. 



O LoHD, who art the Hope of all the ends of the 
[earth, let me never be destitute of a well-grounded 
I hope, nor yet possessed with a vain presumpti' 
■ufier me not to think that Thou wilt either be rec 





^^F ^H 




S^^^^^^^fl 


wiff'T^ 


ciled to my aina, or reject my repentance; but gJ" 
me,'l beseech Thee, such a hope, as may be wwwe 
able to the only ground of hope. Thy promiBee ; buc 
as may both encourE^ and enable me to puriff m^ 
self from all filthineaa both of the flesh and gpirit 

soul both sure and stedfast, entering even within th 
veil, whither the Forerunner is for me entered, ere 

Amen. 

O HOLT and gracious Lord, who art infinitely ex 
cellent in Thyself, and infinitely bountiful and con 
pasBionate towards us, suiFer not, 1 humbly besewl 
Thee, my heart to be bo hardened through the deceit 
fulness of 8in,aa to resist such charms of love; butle 
them make deep and lasting impressions on my bob! 
Thou, Lord, art pleased to requure my heart, andon^ 
Thou hast a right to it; let me not be bo earn 
legiously unjust as to alienate any part of it, bai 
enable me to render it up whole and entire to Tbea 
But, my God. Thou seest it is already usuiped 
the world with its vanitiea hath seized it, and, like 1 

art stronger, come upon him, and take this unvvoitli] 
heart of mine as Thine own spoil; and so refine ii 
with the purifying fire of Thy love, that it may ba i 
fit habitation for Thy Holy Spirit; give me auchi 
fervent, perfect, and sincere love of Thee, as may eu 
all fear and sloth out of my heart, that nothing ni»; 
seem too grievous to suffer for Thy sake, or W 

ing my love to Thee, by keeping all Thy command 
ments, I may by Thy mercy obtain that crown c 
life, which Thou hast promiBed to those who lor 
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CHBIBTIAN OBiCEB, 

l>e«. [hrough Jesus Christ our Lord and SBvioiir. 



oioBioTis Majesty, who only art high and 
ired. possess ray soul with a holy awe and revt 
Thee, that I may give Thee the honour due unto 
ifimme, and may bear such a respect to all tilings 
Jch relate to Thee, that I may never profane any 
J things, nor sacrilegiously invade what Thou liast 

apart to Thyself. And since Thou art a God 

1 wilt not clear the guilty, let the dread of Thy 
tice make me tremhle to provoke Thee in any 

O let me not go misplace my fear as to be 
\ai of man that shall die, and of the son of man 
It shall he made as grass, and forget the Lord my 
lier; but replenish my soul with that fear of the 
ri which is the beginning of wisdom, which may 
sa a bridle to all my brutish appetites, and keep 
! in a constant conformity to Thy holy will. Hear 
'i Lord, I beseech Thee, and put this fear in ray 
W, that I may not depart from Thee, but may 
rk out my own salvation with fear and trembling, 
^h JesuB Christ our Lord. Amen. 



& Alhtohtt Lord, who never failest them that 
tt in Thee, give me grace in all difflculties and 
tresses to have recourse to Thee, to rest and de- 
id upon Thee. Thou wilt keep him, O Lord, in 
feet peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee ; O let 
atwaya rest on this firm pillow, and never ex- 
nge it for the broken reeds of worldly succours, 
fer not my heart to be overcharged with the cares 
hisBfe. taking thought what I shall eat or drink, 
^willial I shall be clothed; but grant, that having 
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by honest industry, and the use of all lawful meane 
done my part, I may cheerfully commit myself to Tbj 
providence, casting all my care upon Thee, and being 
careful for nothing but to be of the number of tboEe 
whom Thou owneet and carest for ; and, Eeekiog 6iA 
Thy kingdom and the righteousness thereof, I mi? 
stedfestly tnist in Thee for such a measure of Iheie 
outward tilings, bb Thou, in Thy wisdom, seest to be 
most expedient for me. Grant this, O Lord, for 
JesuB Christ His sake. Amen. 



CHEISTIAN DUTY. 

O uosT gracious God, from whom every good t^ 
perfect gift cometh, I, a wretched creature, who om 
not able of myself eo much as to think a goodthoagbt, 
beaeech Thee to work in me both to will and W oo 
according to Thy good pleasure. Enlighten my mintt 
that I mny know Thee, and let me not be barrea »no 
unfruitful in that knowledge ; but work in my heart 
a true faith, a purifying hope, and an unfeigned lo^ 
towards Thee ; give me a full trust on Thee, zeal bt 
Thee, and reverence of all thmgs that relate to Tb«; 
make me fearful to offend Thee, thankful for TbJ 
mercies, humble under Thy corrections, devout in IliJ 
service, sorrowful for my sins ; and grant, that in U 
things I may behave myself so, as befits a creature U 
his Creator, a servant to his Lord. Enable me Uke 
ivise to perform that duty I owe to myself; givenv 
that meekness, humility, and contentedness, whereb; 
I may always possess my soul ui patience and thank 
fulness; make me diligent in all my duties, wati^ 
against all temptations, perfectly pure and temperaU 
and so moderate in my moat lawful enjoymente, till 
they may never become a snare to me. Make m 
O Lord, to be BO affected towards my d 



•tlmay never violate that royal law of Thine, of 
nag' hint aa myeelf ; grant me exactly to perform 
psrte of justice, yielding to all whatsoever by any 
id of right hecomea their due ; and give me such 
oela of mercy and compassion, that I may not fcdl 
do all acte of charity to all men, whether friends or 
ntiies, according to Thy command and example- 
aHf, I beseech Thee, Lord, to Banctify me 
onghout, that my whole spirit, and soul, and body, 
f be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
li JesQB Christ; to whom, with Thee and the 
Ij Ghost, be all honour and glorv for ever. 



FOE PEKSEVEBANCB. 

IXTESKAXand unchangeabIeLordGod,whoart the 

e jeslerday, to-day, and for ever, be pleased to 

nmmicate some small ray of that excellency, some 

Ke of that stability, to me Thy wretched creature, 

> am light and inconstant, and turned ahout with 

[J blsst. My understanding is very deceivable. 

Sablish it in Thy truth, keep me from snares of 

Ming spirits, that I may not be led away with tho 

IT of the wicked, nor fall from my own stedfast- 

1. My will also is irresolute and wavering, and 

ii not cleave stcdlastly to Thee; my goodness is 

u the morning cloud, and as the early dew it 

Kith away : O strengthen and confirm me by Thy 

X, and whatever good work Thou hast begun in 

be pleased to accomplish and perfect it until the 

of Christ. Lord, Thou seest my weakness, and 

we niunber and strength of those temptations I have 

to itmggle with; O leave me not to myself, but 

cover Thou my head in the day of battie, and in 

all spiritual combats make me more than conqueror 

through Him who loved me and gave Himself for : 




10 terrors or flatteries, ether of the world 
flesh, ever draw me from my ohedience lo Thee 
but grant that I may remain stedfast, immoreable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, aad by 
patient continuance in well-doing, may seek, and at 
last, by Thy mercy, obtain glory, and honour, and 
immortality, and eternal life, through Jeaus Christ 
our liord. Ameo. 

TOE PAKDON OF SIN. 



O Almiohtt God, and merciful Father, I Thine 
unworthy Berrant do with fiharae and boitow confesH 
that I have all my life long gone astray out of Thy 
ways, like a lost sheep ; and that, by following too 
muck the vain deviceB and desires of my own heart, 
I have grievously offended against Thy holy laws, 
both in thought, word, and deed : I have many times 
left undone those good duties which I might and 
ought to have done ; and I have many times done 
those evils, when I might have avoided them, which 
I ought not to have done. I confess, O Lord, that 
there is no health at all, nor help in any creature, to 
relieve me ; hut all my hope is in Thy mercy, whiaBC 
justice I have hy my sins bo far provoked: have 
mercy therefore upon me, a miserable offender; spare 
me, O good God, who confess my faults, that I perish 
not ; and according to Thy gracious promises, de- 
clared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord, restore 
me, upon my true repentance, unto Thy grace and 
favour. And grant, most merciful Father, for ffis 
sake, that I may henceforth study to serve and please 
Thee, by leading a godly, righteous, and sober life, to 
the glory of Thy holy Name, and the eternal comfort 
of my own soul, through Jesus Christ our Loird. 



1 apon 



AunsHTT and most merciful Father, look down 
Thine unworthy Hervant, who here prostrate 



j mrself at the footstool of Thy throne of grace; but 

ipon rae, O Father, through the mediation, and 

marita of Jeaus ChriBt, in whom only Thou art 

J »ell pleased : for of myself I am not worthy to stand 

i before Thee, or to apeak with my unclean lips to 

5 llee, moat holy and et«mal God. For as in gin 

Inas conceived and bom, bo likewise 1 have broken 

ID Thy commandments by my sinful motions, unclean 

j, tbiughta, evil worda, and wicked works : omitting 

1 fBttj dutjes I ought to do, and committing many 

J 'iws which Thou hast forbidden under pain of Thy 

1 bw*y displeasure. As for my sins, O Lord, they are 

I inrmiaerable : wherefore I stand here liable to all the 

J nriKries of this life, and everlasting tormenta in 

I to come, if Thou ahouldst deal with me according to 

jj my deserts, I confess, Lord, that it is Tliy mercy 

i rtich endureth for ever, and Thy compaaaion which 

fl never fails, which is the cause that 1 have not been 

8 long ago consumed. Sut with Thee there is mercy, 

J ud plenteous redemption : in the multitude there- 

H fcre of Thy mercies, and by the merits of Jeaus 

I Oirist, I intreat Thy Divine Majesty, that Thou 

I wonldst not enter into judgment with Thy servant, 

i DOT be extreme to mark what is done amiss ; hut be 

J Thou merciful unto me, and wash away all my s 

I with that precious blood which my Saviour shed for 

And I beseech Thee, O Lord, not only to waah 

j sway roy sins, but also to purge my heart by Thy 

I H0I7 Spirit from the dross of natural corruption ; 

I and as Thou dost add days to my life, ao good Lord, 

I I beaeeoh Thee, to add repentance to my days, that 



wlien I have passed this mortal life I mttjr be patldder 
of Thine eyerlasting kingdom, through Uie merits of 
JeGuB Christ our Lord. Amen. 

POX coHTKHiON. 
O MOST merciful God, who, notwithstanding my 
innumerable sins, my manifold abuses of Thy good- 
ness, and unthankfijnesa for Thy long-suffering and 
patience towards me, vouchsafest Co continue to me the 
means of grace and repentance ; awoke my soul from 
this sleep of death, and make me duly sensible of the 
horror and deformity of my trans gresaiona, and of the 
dreadful and insupportable eternity of torments to 
which, without repentance, they must consign me. 
Give me a deep contrition for having offended Thee, 
my merciful Creator and Redeemer ; work in my soul 
that godly sorrow which leadeth to the repentance 
unto salvation, that, heartily detesting and loathing 
all my past abominations, and suing unto Thee for 
pardon with strong crying and tears, I may obtain 
mercy of Thee, who despisest not the sighing of a 
broken, a contrite heart, through tlie inteicessioa of 
Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O EiEENAi God, gracious and long-suffering, the 
fountain of mercy and holiness, hear the cries, and 
regard the supplications of Thy servant, and work 
in me such a sorrow for my offences as may be deadly 
to the whole body of sin, but the parent of an es- 
cellent repentance. O suffer me not any more to do 
any act of shame ; let me not look back upon Sodom, 
nor delight to dwell in the neighbourhood of the hir- 
rible regions of death ; but let Thy grace be present 
with me, that I may with so strong a resolution, bo 
holy a repentance, so pure a hope, and so sublime & 
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chanty turn unto Thee tint no templation mav 
I henceforth be able to prevail against me W ork in 
I me a holy and unreproveible faith wherebv I may 
L overcome the world criicifj the flesh and quench all 
Jthe fiery dirts of the devil and let tbia faith produce 
ty, that my repentance may be perfect and ac- 
Iceptable, and my hatred of sin increase ray love of 
■uod, and that love produce universal obedience to 
S Hit commandments, and that universal obedience be 
Bferpetnal. Strengthen me each day more and more 
■ eoiitimiany with Thy Holy Spirit, that I may grow in 
J pace, and proceed in holiness, live in Thy favour, 
9 kA die with Thy blessing, and at the day of judg- 
J Rtentmay have my portion in the resurrection of the 
j] PW, and enter into the joy of my Lord, to reap from 
B m mercies of God, in the harvest of a blessed elcr. 
fc""?! what is here sowed in tears and penitential sor- 
*i bring pardoned, and accepted, and saved, by 
_ 6 mercies of God, in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
I^Uen. 

FOE CONTENTMENT, 

„ y AlMiOHTY God, the eternal treasure of all good 
^ who fiilest all things Uving with plenteous- 
'i who clothest the lilies of the field, and feedest 
■avens that call upon Thee ; let Thy pro- 
duce be my storehouse, Thy dispensation of tein- 
tl things the limit of my labour, and my own 
"irities the measure of my desires ; but never let 
ar for the things of this world be immoderate, 
3 vexatiouB and distracting, nor my wishes 
^y and inordinate Teach me to despise this 
'Id B vamties and to seek the ncbes of Thy king. 
3, bemg contented with that measure of temporal 
*«8m[r wbi h Thnu art pleased to allot me ; that, 
yil [ n"-e here on earth I may have my 
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conversation in Heavan, and being in all things 
eigned to Thy blessed wilt, lasy enjoy Thy peace 
here, and be received to Thy raeroy hereafter, throogh 
the merits of Jesus Christ my Saviour. Amen. 

fOB CHASTIIT, 
O HOtT and immaciJate Jeaua, who wast bom of 1 
pure virgin, and delightest to dwell in pure and virgin 
hearts, with mercy behold Thy servant, eurroon^ 
with the temptations of those impure and fleshly Initl 
which war against the soul, and too apt to be over- 
come by them. I cannot, O my God, stand in &» 
day of battle and danger unless Thy grace prevent 
and strengthen me : O let Thy blessed Spirit deBceod 
upon me, the Spirit of purity and holiness, and pre- 
serve me chaste and spotless, clean and undeffleA- _ 
that my body may be a holy temple, and my soul • I 
sanctuary, fit for Thee to dwell in. Pardon all n^ 1 
past impurities, whether in thought, word, or dee^'*| 
and reprove in tne the spirit of lust and uncleannes^^ 
Kindle the holy fire of Thy love in my heart, and 1^^ 
it consume all my dross, that I may no more goW^^ 
Thy blessed Spirit by any works of darkness, bo^T 
after a chaste and religious life here, may be presentee^ 
to God washed and cleansed in Thy blood, and reign 
with Thee for ever. Amen. Holy Lamb of God, 

FOB 



O BOTTKrinri. and gracious Lord, who givest 
all things richly to enjoy, be Thou gracious to Tbf 
servant yet more, and sufier me not by my folly te 
turn Thy bounty into sin, Tby grace into wanton- 
ness ; but give me the spirit of temperance 
sobriety, that I may use Thy creatures in the i 
measure, and to the same purpoaes which Thou hut 
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^signed ; so M ma; beet enable me to Berve Thee, 
id not to make provieion fur the fiesh, to fulfil the 
Bis thereof. Pardon, O God, in whatsoever I have 
Tended Thee, by meat, and drink, and pleasure, and 
ever let my body any more be oppressed with sur- 
iiting and drunkennesB, or the enerrating luxuries 
>f thiR sensual life ; but subdue my appetite to reason 
ud Thy grace, that my table may he no roore a snare 
UBlo me, nor my food become a temptation, a sin, or 
» disease ; but that my affections being changed from 
Mfthly lo heavenly, I may hunger and thirst after 
ligbteougness, and account it my meat and drink and 
pleasure, to do Thy will, O God. Grant this, 
{*rd. for Thy Son Jesus Christ's sake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen, 

AOAINST AN IKOHDINATE A:4G£B. 

AiMiGHir Judge of men and angels, whose 
"ifsr is always the minister of justice, slow hut 
P^Ete. not lightly arising, but falling heavily when 
'iKMnea; pve to Thy servant a meek andgentle spirit, 
ust I Jso may be slow to anger, and easy to mercy 
™ forgiveness. Give me a wise and a patient heart, 
""' I may not be moved to intemperate wrath on 
•^'3 trifling mistake and inconsiderable accident ; 
J"! let my anger ever be upon a just cause, mo- 
lerated by reason and charity, and lasting no longer 
I™!) till it hath done some good on myself or others. 
JeliTer me from a peevish and contentious spirit, and 
Jwer me not so far to give place to the devil as lo let 
06 sun ever go down upon my wrath, or to bear 
Jilice and hatred in my heart. Thou, O Lord, hast 
oniinanded ua to lift up holy hands in our prayers to 
Tiee, without wrath ; O teach me to obey this com- 
land ; give me that Christian spirit of charity, which 
■ not easily provoked, that I may follow peace with 




«JI men, being meek, humble, and merciful, bearing 
wilh the inlirrailies of othcre, and forgiving their of- 
fences, as 1 desire to be forgiven of Thee, through 
the merits of my blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ, to 
whom with Thee and the Holy Spirit be all honour 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

F0& A. BOLT AND HAPPT DEATH. 

O EIEHWAi, and holy JesuB, who by death hast 
overcome death, and by Thy Passion bast taken out 
its sting, and made it the gate of Heaven, and an 
entrance to felicity, have mercy upon me now, and 
at the hour of my death : let Thy grace accompany 
me all tlie days of my life, that by a holy CDnvere&. 
tion, and an habitual performance of my duty, I may 
wait for the coming of ray Lord, and be ready to enter 
in with Thee, at whatever hour Thou shait come. 
Lord, let not my death be in any sense unprovided, 
untimely, or hasty, but after the manner of men; 
having in it nothing extraordinary, but an extraor- 
dinary piety, and the manifestation of Thy great and 
miraculous mercy- Let ray sense and understanding 
be preserved entire to the last of my days, and grant 
that I raay die the death of the righteous, and my 
future state be like bis. Preserve me ever in the 
communion and peace of Thy Church, and bless ray 
death-bed with the opportunity of a holy spiritual 
guide, with the assistance and guard of angels, with 
Uie reception of tlie holy Sacrament, with patience and 
dereliction of my own desires, with a strong faith, >. 
firm and humble hope, a suicere repentance, and a 
perfect charity, that my soul may rest in Thee, and 
by Thee be graciously received into Thy glorious 
kingdom, who sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



CHfirsiiA: 

I Foa A. RIGHT USE OF TH 



GOOD THrsBS ( 



Mr. SpiDdiH. 

Thoit, O Lord, art the Father of mercies, and the 

i Author of all the blessings I am now, or have at any 

S time been partaker of; O let me never have cause ' 

3 repent that Thou hast bestowed them upon i 

y Vouchsafe me such a right notion and esteem of all 

S tarthly privileges and enjoyments, that 1 may ni 

' e brought under the power of any of them, but 

lay constantly use that portion of tbem Thou con- 

\ ferrest upon me, with temperance, sobriety, and 

|, chari^, for the time they are continued to me ; and 

t Willi a ready disposition of mind to part with them, 

^ whensoever Thou shall see fit to strip me, either of 

1 fte whole, or of any part of them ; and with such 

I MBTenly-mindedness, and an eye so immoveably fixed 

f SB the inconceivable rewards of the other world, that 

I may never dare to set these ia competition with 

1 Itsm. Inchne my heart to a constant solicitude for 

j another life, and a care to lay up to myself a treasure 

a Heaven, by a good improvement of whatever I 

J ^joy here below. Grant that I never may be high. 

7 minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in Thee the 

J liiiag Gad, who givest us all things richly to enjoy ; 

3 ttat I may be rich in good works, ready to distribute, 

H willing to communicate, and bo may lay up to myself 

■ good foundation against the time to come, that I 

Nuaylay hold on eternal life. Make me truly sensible 

' IT impossible it ia to serve both God and mammon ; 

d that if I immoderately love the world and the 

Utbings of the world, it is a certain sign that the love 

gof God is not in me. Be Thou my God and my guide 

1 all my concerns, and grant me to pass through 

Ollings temporal, that I finally lose not the things 




eternal. This I beg for Thy mercy's sake, in 
Son our Lord JesuB Christ, who liveth and rei 
with Thee and llie Holy Ghost, ever one God, ■ 
without end. Amen. 



I HUKBLT beseech Thee, O gracious Father, 
present with me in all my ways tliroughout flie i 
courfic of my life. Suffer no malice to he able to 
no cunning to circumvent me, no violence l« op 
me, no Msehood to betray me. That which I a 
foresee, do Thou prevent; that which I cannot' 
stand, do Thou master ; that which I do not fet 
Thou unmask and fruBtrate : that being prea 
from, or deSivered out of, all dangers both of sou 
body, I may in both glorify Thee, our only H 
and Deliverer, and be safe in the merits and 
ciea of Jesua Christ, our blessed Lord and Sai 



O BT.BSSED JesuB, who, in Thy wise provit 
thinkeet fit sometimes to call Tliy faithful serraj 
bear their cross, and to suffer for Thy sake, who 
suffer a most ignominious death for them : brin 
not to Bufier till Thou hast fitted and prepared a 
it; and lay do more upon me than Thou wilt e 
me willingly and thankfully to bear. Let mi 
rashly espose myself to danger without Thy cal! 
suffer for my own fancy or folly, or for any wil 
affected error; but preserve me stedfast in the 
of Thy heavenly and oppressed truths, and undai 
in the profession of them. Let me not take the li 
of trans^essing some of the duties of Tby hoi 
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tigion, while 1 eufier for others, nor hope ever to re- 
commend myself or my sufferinga lo Thy acceptance. 
Without having an eye to all Thy laws, and pajdag 
an cDtire obedience to all Thy coramandnientH. Give 
I me patience to bear ray cross without being faint or 
j. weary, and meekness lo bear with my persecutorB, 
I uA charity to pray for and bless thera. And when 
By afflictions press hardest upon me, let the graces 
sai comfbrta of Thy Holy Spirit abound most in me, 
thU looking up to Thee, the Author and Finisher 
of our faith, I may cheerfully endure the cross, and 
tetfiK the shnme, and, through much tribulation, 
tster into Thy heavenly kingdom. Amen. Blessed 
feuB, Amen. 

lOK A. TEDE SENSE OF ETERNAL HAPPINESS. 

Mr. Sekoa. 

Gkast, O God, that I may not live at random, 
■i^t any aim or deragn at all, but that I may 
Iifopose such ends to myself as are important and 
"■toriiJ, proportion my care to the weight of things ; 
^ since Thou hast endowed me with an immortal 
""X I may apply my moat serious thoughts to work 
""tmy salvation with fear and trembling. Make me 
^sible, O thou chiefest Good, of the small moment 

wy interest that relates purely to this world, by 
"Sson of the shortness and uncertainty of my abode 
«f6 upon earth. Let the consideration of this de- 
preciate and vilify all the entertainments of this 
Iniinal life, and call off my care from the objects of 
•Miliar happiness ; that since I walk in a viun 
Aadow, I may not disquiet myself also in vain, 
BW be greedy in heaping up riches, since I cannot 
tell who shall gather them ; that I may not trouble 
myself by aiming at greatness, since the scene of life 
irII be quickly past, and we must all retire to a stale 
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of equality; that I may not be earnest in the j 
of fame, eince I must shortly die, and those wh( 
admire me ; that I may use this world as not al 
it, since the fashion thereof passeth away. 

Grant that I may employ my faculties in that 
Thou hast aaeigned them, that I may fight th( 
fight, and destroy the whole body of ein ; tliat 
mortify my passions, and purify my afTections, a< 
Tirtuous and holy dispoBitions, obtain Heaven 
avoid hell. Let this be my great concern, ai 
my principal care and diligence be employed ah[ 
Malie me senEible, O God, of the vast and ii 
moment of it, no less than eternal happine 
eternal misery depending upon it. Let me oftei 
sider how bitter it will be to be for ever eio 
from the beatific presence of God, and to be f 
desire, and full of despair, -without other reliei 
lamenting my folly to eternal ages : and who ii 
to dwell with everlasting burnings ? 

Teach me to remember that straight ia the 
and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and 
to be carnally minded is death, and let me be si 
on my guard against my soul. Make me sobe 
vigilant, because our adversary the devil walks 
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may de 
whom, grant I may resist, stedfast in the ftiitl 
mindful how precarious and uncertain the shorl 
for this great work is, that I may improve it wi 
my might, before the night cometk when no ma 
work. Deliver me from the folly of neglectinf 
grand concern, and being more intent on this ' 
than on the next ; let me withdraw as much ai 
sible from the noise, hurry, and business of ten 
things, and apply myself more entirely to a 1 
devotion and religion; laying aside every wi 
that I may he the surer to win the great priz< 
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run that I may obtain. Grant this, most 
gracious God, for the merits of Thy dear Sou Jesus, 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



FOK THE LOVE OF 1 
Gr4cious God, who art good and doest good, who 
fxleiidest Thy loving-kindness to all mankind, siiflVr 
me not to exclude any from my charity who are tlie 
oijectB of Thy tenderness and mercy, but let me 
Ifcat all my neighbours with tliat love and good-will 
which is due to Thy servants and children. Make 
IM ready to embrace all occasions that may minister 
to their happiness, by assisting the needy, protecting 
"'s oppressed, instructing' the ignorant, reproving the 
"icked and profane. Grant fliat I may look upon 
llie defects and frailties of my neighbour as if they 
*fre mine own; that I may conceal them, and, 
laaking Thy love to me, O blessed Jesus, the pattern 
'^ my love to them, may above all things endeavour 
'" promote their eternal welfare. Thou didst not 
iWk any thing too dear to part wifh to rescue me 
W eternal misery: O let me not think anything 
•oo dear to part ivith to set forward the everlasting 
piod of ray fellow Christians. They are members of 
Thy body, therefore I will cherish them; Thoa hast 
redeemed them with an inestimable price, therefore I 
*iU endeavour to recover them from a state of de- 
'tflction; that, thus adorning Thy holy Gospel by 
teg good according to my power and capacity, I 
oay at last be received into the endearments of Thy 
H«mal love, and sing praises to the Lamb who was 
ihin, and sitfeth upon the throne, to whom be glory 
forever. Amen, Amen. 



God, who by the precepts of the Gospel and 
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the example of the blessed Jesue, hast taught a\ 
art of governing our passionfi, let not the BpeciguB II 
pretence of zeal for Thy service betray me uito any 11 
unreasonable beats, much less into such actioj 
Thou hast forbidden. Let not any difference i 
ligion destroy in me tlmt charity which is a peculiu U 
mark of Thy disciples; but teach me to compas-M 
sioaate thoae who are in error, to pity the prejui^c«S 11 
by which they are unhappily misled, and with meek' V 
ness and modesty to endeavour their reco^'ery, tCI 
peradventure, God will gave them repentance to llie II 
acknowledgment of the truth, Make me ready b I 
all acts of kindness towards their persons, and U If 
implore Thy grace in their behalf, which is able la H 
subdue the most inveterate errors ; that, though they I 
continue enemies to Thy truth, I may never Mctifice f 
my patience and meekness, but, by a continuam 
well-doing, may wait for glory, and honour, and im— ' 
mortality, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O BLESSED Jeeus, who in Thy life and death huC^' 
set before us a perfect pattern of humility, enabl^^' 
me, by Thy grace, to imitate Thy wonderful coft-— ' 
descension : that I may not, by my pride and vani^^- 
lose that happiness which Thy humility hath pw— ' 
chased for me. Make me sensible of my own vile~ ' 
ness by reason of my sins, wiiich are evident proofc- '' 
of my folly and weakness, baseness and ingratitude, 
and render me contemptible in Thy sight. Let tbe 
thoughts of this cover me with shame and conAiwiQ, 
check all my vain and aspiring thoughts, and n 
me from any fond opinion of myself. To Thee be 
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Thy Holy Spirit works in roe to ■will and to do ac- 
cording to Thy good pleasure. O let me neier 
purchase the praise of men by mean Uattery and 
snful compKances, nor enlertMn their applause with 
I too great delight; hut make me humhle in all 
iJioughta of myself, and patient under reproaches 
wd indignities, because I know I deserve them, 
and becaiue Thou, who wast without sin, didst not 
■lisduD to BufTer them for my sake : Grant this, O 
blessed Jesus, who, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, livest and reignest one God, world without 
End. Amen. 



lOK A USIFOEM 

Dr. lUnmoad. 

HOLY Jesiu, who earnest down from Heaven, and 
*>K pleased to pay that dear ransom on the cross for 
u^ Ihat Thou mightest redeem us Jrom all iniquity, 
"ui purify unto Thyself a peculiar people zealous of 
?Md works ; I beseech Thee to write Thy law on 
'^J heart, that most excellent divine law of Thine, 
•liit I may see it, and do it, that I may know Thee, 
^ the power of Thy resurrection, and express it 
B' taming from all mine iniquities ; that I may no 
lunger flatter myself with the formal estemal serving 
'^Thee, with being a hearer of Thy word, a partaker 
of Tlij Sacraments, and a professor of Thy truth, or a 
'"lower of Thy will, but may labour to join to these 
t onifonn, faithful obedience to Thy whole Gospel, 
' ready cheerful subjection to Thy kingdom, that 
Thou mayest rule and reign in my heart hy faith, and 
tliat I, being dead unto sin and living unto right- 
misness, may grow in grace, and in the practical 
tnowledge of Thee, our Lord and Saviour, and, 
persevering unto the last, may attain the reward of 
oj &ith, and the fruit of my labours, the perfection 



of my charity, and the crown of my hope; ui 
everlasting blessed life of love and holiness wHh 
Thte, O Father of mercies, God of aU consol^ 
tions, O holy aud sanctifying Spirit, O blessed Trf' 
nity, co-et«nial ; to which one infinite Majesty bi 
most humbly ascribed the honour, glory, power 
praise, might, majesty, and dominion, which, thrauj^ 
all ages of the world have been given to Him wb 
sitteth upon the throne, to tlie Holy Spirit and I 
the Lamb, for evermore. Amen. 
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and holy Lord God, who wouldst a^ 
that any should perish, but that all should come i 
repentance ; be merciful to me, a gtiilty sinner, wb 
have long neglected my duty to Thee, and mine 0* 
main interest, till my sins are gone over my ' 
and arc, aa a. sore burden, too heavy for me to 
enter not into judgment with Thy servant, for in Tl^ 
sight shall no man living be justified, and if no mu 
not the best of men, and the most righteous, mnc 
less BO vile a sinner as I have been. I have proroke 
Thy Divine Majesty by a long series of wickednea 
for which Thou mightest justly long since have cu 
me off, and given rae my portion among the devill 
and damned spirits. But blessed be Thy NaOM 
Thou hast exercised a great deal of patience 
long-suffering towards me, and I hope it ia nc 
Tain that Thou hast thus graciously borne with 
for 1 am now fully convinced of my folly, and th 
evil of my ways, and do repent and abhor myself i 
dust and ashes. O do not Thou abhor me too, no 
shut my Thy bowels of compassion from me : behol 
, but as one for whom Christ diec 




ind, IS a penitent, heartily grieved for my past dis- 
cbedience, and earnestly desirous both of Thy pai-don 
Md grace to walk more holily for the future. It ia 
much too long that I have deferred my repentance 
Md reformation, but, by Thy blessing and assistance, 
lam fully resolved to delay it no longer ; help me to 
put these good resolutions in practice, renouncing all 
my most beloved sins, and earnestly endeavouring to 
K upright and unblameable in all manner ofcouver- 
tttion, that to-day, whilst it is called to-day, I may 
W Thy voice, and never more dare to harden my 
Wt agaijist it. I know not what a day may bring 
™tti, and, for this reason, am not willing to trust to 
''-iDnrrow, when possibly it may be too late for me to 
'''iDlt of repenting to salvation. Turn Thou me, good 
I't'd, and so shall I be turned ; but do it, I beseech 
"iM, immediately, and out of hand ; turn me from 
"1 niina iniquitiea, and make me to serve Thee ac- 
wplably, with reverence and godly fear. Make me 
**'tilj ashamed of my undutiftilness and disobe- 
"Snce hitherto, that I should dare to offend so good 
50 gracious a God, and stir up my heart to serve 
^ee feithfully for the future ; that, denying all un- 
P^lliaesa and worldly lusts, I may hve soberly, right- 
™islj, and godly, in this present world. Loose me 
"°ni all the bonds of my sins, and conduct me to 
"Mlasiing lifc, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

J 'DB OKE THAT IS NOT Dl 



Against Thee, O Lord, have I sinned, and done 
J S'il in Thy sight ; and what shall I now say imto 
'i Thoe? I desire to be duly humbled for all my un- 
3 flniifui carriage towards Thee; but, to my shame, I 
J fiail that I am not so deeply affected with 
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and folly as I ought to be, I bnve hig'hly offended 
Thee, and miserably endangered my own salvation; 
and though I see and know this, yet I find, by aad 
experience, that I am not so thoroughly grieved at 
the sight of my Bins, at were to be wished, and bb I 
truly desire to be. I hope there is no sin that haa its 
full dominion over me ; ivone that I do not unfeignedly 
long and strive to shake o£ and free myself &om it, 
so far as I shall be able (as also I most eameetly 
desire and beg the forgiveness of them all); only I 
am concerned and amazed that I should not be more 
sensibly touched at the consideration of them. Possess 
my Boul, O blessed God, with such an affecting per- 
ception of my wickedness, that I may continually 
lament and bewail it ; that rivers of tears may raa 
down mine eyes, because I have not kept Thy law; 
and may mourn in secret for my transgressions, con. 
fess mine iniquities, and be heartily sorry for my sins, 
even with a sorrow that may bring forth repentance 
to salvation, that is never to be repented of. O Lord, 
who causeth water to flow out of the rock of etoaei 
break this stony heart of mine, or rather, take it awuy 
from me, and give me, instead of it, a heart of flesh, 
capable of those impressions that a guilty conscience 
is wont to make upon a returning penitent. Make 
me to loathe my sins, and myself because of them, 
and to humble my soul before Thee ; and, in the most 
submissive manner, to supplicate Thy gi'ace and Holy 
Spirit, to lead me in the way of life, and never to give 
over tiil I have obtained a blessing, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O LoBD God Almighty, just and true, thou only 
Sovereign of the worid, on whom is all my depend- 



ind from whom is all my hope and eipectatior 
lahamed, atid blush to appear before Thee, seeing 
1 have of late so highly offended Thy Divine Majesty. 
ow not how io lift up mine eyes unto Heaven, 
am forced, with the humble publican ' 
1 my breast, and call upon Thee to b 
upon me a einner, I have sinned against Thee from 
I to time, and aggravated my sins with many 
□us and dreadful circumstances, thereby to render 
them so much the more provoking ; and though I 
have resolved, and promised, and vowed an amend- 
int, yet have I again broken my faith, and relapsed 
o my former guilt, and thereby cut myself off from 
all right to Thy promises. And what can I now 
plead for myself? From the bar of Thy justice I fly 
to the throne of Thy mercy, beseeching Thee to be 
favourable unto me, because Thou delightest in mercy ; 
e be miserable, though 1 have taken the 
ready road to misery ; though I have perverted my 
ways, and run upon destruction with my eyes open. 
And though I cannot say I have quite forgotten Thee, 
my God, yet I must acknowledge, to my shame and 
Borrow, that I have offended Thee most heinously, by 
sinning against Thee when I knew myself in Thy 
presence, and when I was fuUy convinced how evil 
and bitter a thing sin is, how extremely displea 
to Thee, and of what pernicious consequence to 
■elf. My conscience accuses me, my heart condemns 
me, and Thou, who art greater than my heart, and 
knowest all things, mayest justly stop Thine ears 
when I cry unto Thee in the anguish of my soul. I 
have sinned against Heaven, and before Thee, andai 
no more worthy to be called Thy son ; 1 have sinned 
against the light of Thy Gospel, and Thine infinite 
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B and engagements. 

> great for Thee to pardon, or remove from me, 
that I never more repeat it; if Thou will Thou canst 
make me whole again ; and the more my wickedness 

lb ahounded, the more, therefore, let Thy grace and 
good-will abound. Ahsolve me from the guilt, de- 
liver me from the power, cleanse me from the pollu- 
ve me from the punishment of this and all 
other my oflences; reconcile me to Thyself here, 
and crown me with immortal glory hereafter, through 
Jesus Christ Thy Son, our only Mediator and Ad- 



O HEAVENLY and moat merciful Father, I most 
humhly beseech Thee, for Thy Son's sake, Jesua 
Christ our Lord, have mercy upon me, and euccout 
in these terrihle aasaultG and temptations of the 
devil; deliver my soul from all his power and crafl, 
send me etrength from above, that I may retain my 
integrity, may resist the enemy, and stand stedfast 
in the day of trial. Be Thou my strong rook, and 
castle of defence, that, being preserved through Thy 
grace and asBistance, I may continue Thy faithfiil 
Boldier and servant unto my life's end. Nourish all 
i seeds of grace that are sown in my heart, and 
make them fruitful unto every good word and work. 
Give me the increase of faith, hope, and charity, and 
I all other Christian graces, and, that I may obtain 
that which Thou dost promise, make me ever to love 
that which Thou dost command ; and this I beg, 
through the merits, and for the sake, of Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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rr and most loving Father, the Father of 
i God of all consolation, I here proatrnta 
jy feet, humbly acknowledging Thy bounty 
:S8 to me, desiring to bless and praise 
'ame, both now and for evermore, for all 
idant loving-kindness. It was of Thine 
re that Thou at first gavest me a being 
I not; it is of Thy most gracious hand 
lat I am still preserved in it, notwith- 
I the dangers to which I he exposed, 
."hy immense patience and compaaeion 
, I am now on this side the grave, and 
misery, for I have deserved nothing of 
leavy wrath, and implacable indignation, 
ou not fail to multiply Thy bleaaings upon 
ly to day — blessings both spiritual and 
ar this life, and in order to a better, 
rhy Name, O Lord, for that Thou hast 
ingly with me ; while I live will I praise 
,, as long as I have any being, will I sing 
jr God. My mouth shall shew forth Thy 
s and salvation all the day long-, for I 
I thereof. Blessed be the Lord my God, 
ondrous things, and blessed be the 
i Majesty for ever ; and all the earth shall 
1 His Majesty. Amen, Amen. 



THiWKaaiTiNQs, 



THAJfKBQIVIl 



Almighty God, who hast created all tbings by the 
■word of Thy power, and for whose pleasure they are 
and were created ; who preservest aj] things by the 
conduct of Thy wise providence, by whose gracioiw 
concurrence nU things do subsist ; I had lain asleep 
in the shades of dsrknesa, if Thy powerful hand had 
not awakened me intu being; aud I had long since 
sunk into my primitive nothing, if the continijal sup- 
plies of Thy goodness had not secured tay preserra- 
tion. It is Etill a farther degree of Thy distinguishing 
goodness, that Thou hast ranked me amongst those 
creatures Ibat are made capable of worshipping their 
Almighty Creator, and who, when they apostatized 
from Tiiee by their wilful folly, were restored to TTiy 
favour by the meritorious sacrifice of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Blessed be Thy Name, that Thou didst not 
abandon mankind to ^at blindness they had con. 
tracted, that Thou didst not leave them under that 
weakness and impotency they had brought upon them- 
selves, hut when the primitive laws of our being 
began to lose their virtue and force by the corrupt 
practices of a wicked and degenerate world, wast \ 
pleased, bj iresh manifestations of Thyself, to discover ft 
tfl us Ibe knowledge of our duty, and the ways and Ei 
means of appeasing Thy just wrath and indignation s 
against us, and of restoring penitent sinners to Thy 
mercy and favour. Lord, what is man that Thou art 
mindful of him, or the son of man that TTiou ao re- 
gardest him; Grant, O Lord, that I may answer the 
end of Thy gracious discoveries to mankind, that ITiy 
heavenly light may direct all my ways, and that my 
delight may be in Thy statutes ; that the reasonable- 



THAKKSGrVINGS. 

of Thy precepts may influence my understandiag, 
and tlie excellency of them may inflame my aiFec- 
fiona; that, conforming myself to the methods of Thy 
gr&cG in this world, I may be qualified fur the roani- 
feetationa of Thy glory in the neit, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom with Thee, and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honom- and glory, world without end. 
Ainea, 



A THANKSQITINO T 



Bp, Eei 



■Woi 



Thou, O Lord of Heaven and earth, 
Jo receive glory, and honour, and power, for Thou 
■ast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are 
"id were created. Thou hast made Heaven, the 
Seaven of Heaveni with all their hosts, the earth and 
"1 the things that are therein; and the host of Heaven 
pTaiseth Thee. Glory be to Thee, O Lord God 
iinjighty, for creating man after Thine own image, 
•nd making bo great a variety of creatures to minister 
to hia i»e. Glory be to Thee, O heavenly Father, 
for my being and preservation, health and strength, 
itanding and memory, fnends and benefactors, 
all my abilities of mind and body. Glory be 
for my competent livelihood, for the advan- 
of my education, for all my known or unobserved 
'eranoes, and for the guard Thy holy angels keep 
me ; but, above nil, glory be to Thee for giving 
Son to die for our sins, and for all the spiritual 
He hatb purchased for us; for my baptism, 
tad »U the opportunities Thou givest me of serving 
Iliee, and for receiving the holy Eucharist; for what- 
tnet wn I have escaped, for whatever good I have 
taae or thought ; for all my Itclp? of Krace, and hopes 
•at Heaven, glory be to 'liitc. h-id>e the Lord, O 
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rescuing us irom the sIsTery of Btn, and dominini 
llie devil, and, in order to accomplish this mincl 
goodness, descending from Heaven, and pntliiig 
the form of a eervant. Gloty be to ITiee for 
heavenly doctrines Thou didst preach for ourinstl 
tion, the great miracles Thou didst work for our ( 
viction, and Thy unblameahle example to be our ; 
and guide. Glory he to Thee for Thine agony 
bloody sweat, for all the torments and anguifil 
Thy bitter passion, for Thy precious death 
burial, for Thy glorious resurrection and ascea 
into Heaven, and Thy intercession for ub it 
right hand of (he Father, O gracious Lord, ' 
hast done so much for me, how can I ever suffide 
praise and love Thee ? Praise thy Redeemer, 
soul, and all that is nithiii me praise His i 

Glory be to Thee, O blessed Spirit, glory b 
Thee for all the miraculous gifts and graces 1 
didst bestow upon the Apostles to fit them to coi 
the world ; for inspiring the sacred penmea of 1 
Scripture, and for bringing the joyful tidings of 
Gospel of peace to this land of my nativity. G 
be to Thee for those ordinary gifts whereby mt 
Christians in all ages are enabled to work out 
salvation, and for subduing our understanding 
affections to the obedience of faith and sodii) 
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vc from Thee; for all Thy preventing, 




and eanctilyiiig grace, glory be to Thee. 






Spirit, let me never more by my Bins 






, who art the ^ver of life and joj to me. 






Blessed Comforter, my soul, and all thai 






B praiBe His holy Name. 
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and honour, thanksgiving and praise, more 






utter, more than I can conceive, be unto 






at adorable Tbikitt, Faihek, Sob, and 






ST, from all angela, all men, and all crea. 






er and ever. Amen. 
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TY God, who hast establiBhed in Thy 
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tore, and teachers, and governors, for the 






f the saints, for the work of the ininisdy. 






ifying of the body of Christ, make me 






observe all those institutions which are 






f them for these admirable ends, and 






steem days set apart for Thy worship, 




, 


id to Thy service, as a greet relief to the 






our nature, which is not capable of an 






id contemplation of Thee. Let not the 






ia life, nor my eagerness after the good 
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BO Jar engross my tiioughts as to make me 
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neglect those bappy opportunitiea of working out nj jl 
ealvation. nor the love of pleasure prevail on me to 
,' consume them in sensual enjoyments ; but griiDt tbit 
my rejuicing may be accompanied with lempennce 
and moderation, and dispose my mind, by all [te 
refresbmeuts of my body, to serve Thee with greUW 
diligence and cheei-fulnesa all my days. M^ me 
constant, at these holy seasons, in attending Tij 
public worship, and let me enter Thy house via 
recollected thoughts, and composed behaviour, and 
with a thankful and devout temper of mind. Lett ' 
hear Thy word with eerious attention, and witb 
particular application of it to the state of niy a« 
soul. Let me approach Thy Altar with fervent isd 
heavenly affections, and with firm resolutions of betlO 
obedience. Let me commemorate the mysteries w 
my redemption with profound humility, with essit** 
thoughts of Thy wonderful goodness, and with Ihu^ 
fill acknowledgments of Thy great love demonstrtW 
to the eons of men. Let the mortified lives of Tb)' 
saints raise me above the pleasures of sense, and 1*^ 
the pattern of their piety and devotion, their hunuE^ 
and charity, their meekness and patient sutTenDgti 
be always bo lively imprinted on my mind, that I m^ 
transcribe their examples iu my life and conversatknii 
that, thus observing these days of rest here beloWT^ 
may celebrate an eternal rest with Thee hereai\«T >L 
£\^ Thy heaveniy kingdom, through Jesus Chiist a 
" Lord. Amen, 

1 ON THE FOUS StlSDATS IN ADTENT. 

J O God , by whose providence Thy Church halt U 
V appointed the solemn time of Advent to forerun tbi 1 
' commemoration of our Saviour's nativity, and pre- I 
■ pitre its way in our hcarls; ^'rant me, T besei-ch Thee, I 
ai) detoullv tu tjnijluv tliis luily tuii-uii iu zuuditatiajf I 
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}on the promiMS, and gracious preparations of the 
orld, for the coming of the Messiaa, and on f 
ifinitely greater mercies He brought along with Hi 
nd left behind Htm, that my heart may be raised to 
slebrate the great feast of His nativity with due joy 
md exultation, and thereby be the better disposed to 
expect His second coming, who, with Thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world 
■without end. Amen, 

II. 

Bp. Kta. 

I BEtiETE, O blessed Jesus, that from Thy throne at 
God's right hand, where Thou now sitteat. Thou wilt 
come again to judge the world, attended with Thy 
noljr angels. I believe, ihou adorable Judge, that 
*ll nranfcind shall be summoned before Thine awful 
tnbniia]; that all the dead, who shall be awaked out 
"' tlieir graves when the angels shall blow the last 
^p, and all that are then quick and alive, shall 
"Piwar before Thee ; that I, and all the world, shall 
pVE B strict account of all our thoughts, words, and 
scdonB ; that the books shall then be opened, and that 
"lit of those dreadful registers we shall be judged, 
Silan and our own consciences being our accusers, 

let the last trump be ever sounding in my ears, that 

1 may always be mindful of my great account, and 
Dnther speaJi, do, nor think any thing that may wound 
My own conscience, provoke Thy anger, or cause me 
tremble at that awful day. I know, O Lord, that 
3ve only shall then endure that terrible test, that love 
Bly shall be acquitted, that love only shall be eternally 
lest, and, therefore, I will ever praise and love Thee. 
Hory be to Thee, O thou beloved Son of God, to 
horn tho Fnthpr hnth commilted all judgment : how 
in tlicv, "Ikj htwf' 'i'hci', O JcMU, ever despond. 




though their love in this life is always imperfect, 
whea at last they ehall have love for their Judge; 
love that hath felt, and will compaBsionate, all their 
in&rinitieg ! Aud therefore all love, all glory be to 
Thee. Aroen. 





O God, whose grace kindled in the blessed Apostle 
Andrew so ardent a love of his Master, that it flamed 
out in vehement desires of His cross ; grant that my 
devout celebration of the memory of his holy race, and 
happy reward, may quicken Thy grace in my heart, 
and encourage me, with confidence and joy, to undergo 
whatever Bufferings Thy blessed providence shall cast 
in my way. Preserve me stedfast in the belief of 
Thy heavenly truths, and undaunted in the profession 
of them. Enable me to trust in Thy g-oodness for 
support and deliverance under all persecutions, and to 
fis my faith on those heavenlyjoys with which the 
afflictions of this life are not worthy to he compared ; 
that being made partaker of the sufierings of Christ, 
I may be glad, with exceeding joy, when His glory 
shall be revealed ; to whom, with Thee, O Father, and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honour and gloi-y, world with- 
out end. 



O Almighty and everlasting God, who, for the 
confirmation of the faith, didst suffer Thy holy 
Apostle Thomas to be doubtful in Thy Son's resurrec- 
tion ; grant rae so perfectly, and without all doubt, to 
believe in Thy Son Jesus Christ, that my faith in Thy 
sight may never be reproved. Assist me by Thy 
.he inordinate and corrupt incli- 
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haliite, and govern my unruly paesioos, tliat they 
may not indispose my mind fur embracing that evi- 
dence which 80 plentifully accompanies Thy divine 
revelations to the sons of men. Let not the scandalous 
divisions among ChriEtiane, nor the ill livea of those 
who profesB Thy holy religion, ever stagger or weaken 
my belief of it, since love, and peace, and unity, an 
the marks of Thy true disciples ; and Thy wrath ii 
revealed from Heaven, against all who obey not thi 
Gospel of Thy Son. Keep ray mind free from all 
prejudice, which puts go false a biaa on the under- 
Btsnding, even in matters of the greatest importance, 
and which may prove bo fatal and destructive to my 
eternal welfare ; that seeing the reasonableness of 
those things Thou haat required to be believed, the 
perfection of those duties Thou haat enjoined t 
practised, and the power and force of those motives 
upon which both are founded, I may be stedfast and 
immoveable, and at last receive (lie end of my faith, 
even the salvation of my soul, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

ON CHEI8TMAS-DAT. 
It is very meet, right, and our hounden duty, that 
we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto Thee, Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, ever- 
lasting God, because Thou didat give Jeaua Christ, 
Thine only Son, to be horn at this time for us, who, 
by the operation of the Holy Ghost, was made very 
man of the substance of the Virgin Mary, His mother, 
and without spot of im to make us cleaii from all 
Bin Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of Heaven, 1 laud and magnify 
Thy great and glorious Name; evermore praising 
Thee and saying Holj, holy, holy. Lord God of 
hoaUs, Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of 
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Glory be to God in the highest, and on enrli pence, 
m]l towards men : for unto us is bom this day 
1 Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. I praise Thee, 
I blesa Thee, I glorify Thee, I give thanks unto 
Thee, for thia greatest of Thy mercies, Lord God, 
Heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only -begotten Son Jesus Christ, O 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who 
wast made man to take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon me by turning me from mine iniqui' 
Thou, who wast manifested to destroy the works 
of the devil, have mercy upon me, by enabling me to 
renounce and forsake them. Thou, who art the great 
Advocate with the Father for penitent sinners, receive 
my prayer; for Thou only art holy ; Thou only art 
the Lord; Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 



Teack me, blessed Jesus, to lay aside all angry 
and revengeful thoughts against my bitterest enemies, 
because Thou requirest it, and hast shewn me the 
way by Thine own perfect eicample : who tookest 
pity upon fallen man, whea he was in a state of 
enmity against Thee, and without importunibj' or 
application, didst admit htm to terras of pardon and 
reconciliation, and didst pray for Thy persecutors, 
under the sense and smart of those sufferings they 
inflicted, in the very agony and bitterness of denth. 
Tench me therefore to bear all malice with mecknesB 
and patience, and to return all offices of charily for 




s 



FEABTS OP THE CHTIKCH, 103 

affronts and indi^ities. MaJie me placable, and 
ready to forgive, and candid in interpreting every 
word and action for the best. And do Thou, O 
blessed Jesus, forgive all my enemies, and recover 
them to a. right sense of things, and make me ready 
to be reconciled; and enable me, by Thy grace, bo 
to tread in the steps of Tby first martyr, St. Stephen, 
tvho prayed that tus innocent blood might not be laid 
to the charge of his inhuman murderers, that I may 
receive pardon from Thee, as I readily grant it to my 
enemies, without which I am undone to all eternity. 
And, in all my sufferings for Thy truth, enable me, 
like that glorious martyr, to look sledfaetly up to 
Heaven, and, by faith, to behold the glory that shall 
lie revealed. Grant this, Lord Jesus, who standest 
at the right hand of God, to succour all those who 
Buifer for Thee, our only Mediator and Advocate, 

O God, by the prerogative of whose special grace 
the blessed Apostle St. John obtained that transceudant 
character of the disciple whom Jesus loved, and after 
became the great teacher of mutual charity all over 
the world; grant, I beseech Thee, that his sacred 
memory may excite me also, and encourage me, to 
have the same purity of body and mind, the same 
steady love of Thee, and sincere charity to my neigh- 
hour, that I may aspire after some share in that 
blessed title, and its happy consequents, Thy grace 
here, and Thy glory hereafter, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ thy Son, who liveth and reigneth one 
God with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, world without 
end. Amen. 
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O God, who, by the death of the holy Innocents, 
1 out of the mouths of hates and eucklings hast per- 
fected praise, and hast taught Thy Church that i 
age or occasion of suffering for our Saviour is exempt 
from reward ; grant, I beseech Thee, that my cele- 
brating tliis festival may make me adore this graoiouB 
dispensation of Thy Providence ! And how severely 
soever Thou at any time seemest to treat me, grant 
that my heart may be confirmed in an entire resigna- 
tion to Thy will, and assured that all my sufferings 
shall conduce to my eternal advantage, through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 



tt THE CiaCUMCISION o 



a LORD, OK NEW-TEAB S 



O God. who for our eiample didst command Thy 
beloved Son to submit His pure and innocent tlesh to 
the rigour of the law, and for the encouragement of 
our hope gavest Him the name of jEstrs ; teach me, 
I beseech Tbee, with readiness and humility to obey 
Thy sacred laws, how contraiy soever to my unmor- 
titJed passions, and in all my necessities to call with 
y and confidence on Thy holy Name, in wliich what- 
■er we ask Thou hast promised to grant. I himibly 
adore Thy infinite patience, which hath not out me 
off in the midst of my sins, but indulged me a larger 
time of repentance. give me grace, after so many 
years of folly, no longer to abuse the precious time 
which Thou allowest me to work out my own salva- 
tion, but grant that I may henceforth keep a con. 
ience void of offence towards God and man, being 
jcued from the dominion of my corrupt affec- 
ins, and confirmed and strengthened in all good- 
Bs, through the merits of Jesus Christ our only 
Mediator and Advocate, Amen. 
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Most gracious God, who didst manifest Tliine only 
begotten Son to the Gentiiea by ordering b. brig^ht 
star to point at the rising of this Sun of Righteous- 
neea with healing in His wings ; blessed be Thy holy 
Name for that glorious light which dispersed itself 
through the dark regions of the world, and, dispelling 
the thick clouds of ignorance and idolatry, directed 
mankind to the true and only worthy object of their 
worship, and raised their nature to its utmost improve- 
ment. Adored be Thy infinite mercy which brought 
the joyful sound to this land of my nativity, and per- 
mitted it to partake of the gracious influences of Thy 
distinguishing Providence. O may we ever value 
such on inestimable benefit, by waJking as children 
of the light, and compassionating the miseries of those 
who sit in darkness I To this end, I humbly beseech 
Thee, prosper the undertakings of that Society which 
is established among us for propagating the Gospel 
in foreign parts ; make the members thereof zealous 
and diligent in that good work; give them wisdom 
to discern the best and most proper means of pro- 
moting it, courage and resolution to pursue it, and, 
by Thy blessing on their endeavours, the happi 
lo effect it, through Jesua Christ our Lord and Sa- 



O God, who hast made the light of Thy Gospel to 
shine through the world by the preaching of Thy 
bleSBed Apostle St. Paul, whose miraculous conversion 
we now thankfully commemorate; send forth Thy 
light into my heart, that I may always keep in mind, 
and diligently practise, the doctrines he taught, re- 






Boluteiy follow his example, and, being faithful unto 
death, at last receive a crown of life and glory. Give 
also unto all who are misled by error or seduced by 
vice, Thy converting grace, that by Thy heaveoly 
light their hlindneas may be removed, and their weak- 
ness cured, through Jeaus Christ our Lord lud only 
Saviour. Amen. 

Olf THE PUaiPICATION OP THE BMaSBD TIBGIN, 

God, whose blessed Son, to fulfil all righteous- 
ness, was presented, as at this time, in the temple to 
be redeemed according to the Law; give me grace to 
adore and praise His wonderful condescension, and, 
fay this great example, to learn the duty of submitting 
to Thy wise and holy discipline, though sometimea 
perhaps it may seem unnecessary foi me ; and grant, 
that not only by a constant attendance on the public 
institutions of religion, but an exemplary and holy life 
and conversation. I may glorily ray blessed Saviour, 
the light of the Gentilea, and the glory of Thy people 
Israel, who, with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, liveth 
and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amea, 

ON THE FESTIVAL OF ST. UU.TTEIAB. 

O AiMiGHTT God, who in the place of the traitor 
Judas didst choose thy faithful servant Matthias, to 
be of the number of the twelve Apostles ; grant that 
Thy Church may be always preserved from false 
Apostles, and ordered and guided by faithful and 
true pastors. Let not greediness of gain, no cove- 
tousnesR, or inordinate love of the good things of 
this world, seduce those who wait at Thine Altar 
to forsake and renounce Thy truth, or to make ship- 
wreck of a good conscience; that, being delivered 
irom the covetous temper of the traitor Judas, they 
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may escape the dreadful vengeance reseired for them 
by whom the Son of Mren ia betrayed, and inherit the 
crown of glory laid up for thera who follow the steps 
of the blessed Apostle whom we this day commemo- 
rate, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our merciful 
Redeemer. Amen. 

ON THE ANNUNCIATION OP THE BLBSBED TIBQIN. 
O ETEKNAi God, who didat manifest to Thy hum- 
ble handmaid, Mary, the incarnation of Thy blessed 
Son, by the meeBage of an angel, and didst so over, 
shadow her with Thy glorious power, that her virgin- 
womb immediately conceived the Word, and vested 
Thine eternal Son with our humanity; grant me, I 
humbly beseech Thee, with devout admiration to 
celebrate the memory of this highest mystery, and to 
give all thanks and pmiBe to ourgreat Redeemer, who 
took human nature upon Him that we might be par- 
takers of the Divine nature, and hath made us kings 
and priests unto God and Hia Father: to Him be 
honour and praise, dominion and power, now and for 



GiOBT be to Thee, O victorious Redeemer, who 
hast triumphed over the powers of sin and darkness, 
and conquered hell and the grave. Glory be to Thee, 
by whom death is swallowed up in victory, who, by 
Thy glorious resui'rection, Last made known the 
power of Thy Divinity, and proved Thyself the 
true Heasias, the beloved Son of God. Keep me, 
O Almighty Saviour, atedfast in this faith, and raise 
me from the death of sin unto the hfe of righteous- 
ness, that I, being risen with Thee, may place my 
affections entirely on things above, where Thou sittest 
kt the right hand of God. Through Thy etrergth 
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enable me to overcome tlie eneniieE of my eoul, th« 
dcTii, the world, and the flesh. Let me never defile 
my body with Bensual and brutish IubIb, since Thou 
bast designed to make it immortal and incorruptible. 
Let me never faint mider the calamities of ttus life, 
since Thou, hast graciously promised to reward them 
with so excellent a crown of glury, at the resurrection 
of the juBt. Let me not grieve immoderately for Ibem 
who sleep in Thee, because they shall awake at the 
last day in greater perfection of glory; nor let the 
thoughts of my own death be any longer unensy to 
me, since Thou hast taken away its sting, and opened 
unto us the gate of everlasting Lfe, of which, st the 
general resurrection, make me a partaker, to the glory 
of Thy infinite mercy, O Lord, my gracious Saviour, 
Redeemer. Amen. 



' mi Tuxdii'i ud nil 



ON lEB SEBTIVAJ. OF ST. UABE. 

O Almighty God, who hast instructed Thy holy 
Church with the heavenly doctrine of the blessed 
Evangelist St. Mark, and hast not abandoned us to 
the dim Ught of our own reason, but in the holy 
Scriptures hast graciously revealed whatever is ne- 
cessary for us to believe and practise, in order to our 
eternal solvation, grant that I may with care and 
diligence apply myself to the reading of those sacred 
volumes, and do Thou open my eyes that I may see 
the wondrous things of Thy law. Give me grace 
entirely to submit lay understanding to Thy divine 
authority, and to govern my life by the rules of Thy 
Gospel, obeying and submitting to Thy blessed will in 
every thing. Teach me to obey all Thy command- 
ments, to believe all Thy revelations, and make me a 
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partBker of all Thy gracious promiseB, through Jeaus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P AND HT. JAMES THK 

O God, by whose grace the blessed Apostles Philip 
and James watered with their blood the heaveuly seed 
which they had sown OTer the ivorld, teach me, by 
their examples, constancy in suffering for the truth ; 
and let me not shrink in that warfare whicb has been 
BO triumphantly undergone by men of like infirmities 
with myself; arm me with resolution to confess Thee 
before men as they did, that neither profit may 
engage, nor pleasure soften me into any sinful com- 
pliance, nor any persecutions make me stagger or 
fall from my Efedfastness, in the way which leadeth h> 
eternal life. GrrtnC this, O Lord, through the merits 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O 0LOEI0C8 Lord God, whose blessed Son, after 
He had finished the gi'eal work of our redemption, 
ascended in triumph to Heaven, and carried His glori- 
fied humanity above the clouds to its eternal rest; 
grant, I humbly beseech Thee, that taking off my 
eyes from the Tanities here belon^, I may stand con- 
tinually looking after Him into Heaven, in heart and 
mind thitlier ascend, and, constantly e^xpecting His 
appearance thence again at the last day, may be 
always ready to obey His call, and meet Him in the 
clouds, and follow Him into those blissful mansions 
which He went to prepare for us at Thy right hand 
for evermore; through the same our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, with Thee, and the Holy Ghost, liveth 
and reigneth one God, world without end. Amen. 




H FOB THE 

ON WHIT-StTNDAT. 

O God, who as at this time didst teacli the heirK 
of Thy fBJlhful people hy Bending to them the ligi>' 
of Thy Holy Spirit to guide Ibem into all truth, giving 
them both the gifl of divers longungee, and oIbo bold- 
iieRB, with fervent zeal, to preach the Goepel lo tH 
nations, whereby we have been brought out of ilwlt- 
ness and error into the clear light and true knowled^ 
of Thee, and Thy Son Jeaus Christ; who hast lb* 
promised by Tby Son our Saviour, to give Til 
Holy Spirit to them that aak Him of Thee ; I heBMcn 
Thee to give Him to me in ail the graces and ussi*- 
tances of which I stand in need ; I ask Him ia >" 
humility and eamcBtneHa, as the greatest blessiDg 1 
can receive; I ask Him, in the sense of ray o*" 
weakness and infirmities, as knowing that witbou' 
His continual inspiration I can think nothing tluti* 
good, nor do any thing that is acceptable to Thef ' 1 
O, therefore, let Him he and remain ^vith me, wrf 
most powerfully assist and support me in all trials UQ 
temptations wheu I most need His help. 

Let Him be unto me a Spirit of eanctification U 
purify roy corrupt nature, a Spirit of counsel in ill 
difficulties, and direction in all doubts, of courage in 
all dangers, of constancy in all persecutions, of 
comfort in all troubles, especially in time of sick- 
ness, and at the hour of death, and of Bubmistaon 
and resignation to Thy holy will and pleasure in 
all afflictions that are most grievous to flesh and 

Leave me not a moment to my own human &ailty 
without His assistance, t)ut let Him constantly inspire 
me with fear, love, and devotion towards Thee ; with 
ii ii! Injustice, and charity towards my neighbour ; and 
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with abstinence and sobriety towards myself. And 
because I live in evil limes, and am in danger of being 
deceived by the wiles and false preteusioEjs 
let Him be also unto me a Spirit of wisdom, and 
conduct, and discretion; that in all my ci 
I may be able to discern truth from hypocrisy, and 
ere, understanding, and faithful friends, from false 
designing flatterers. Furthennore, I beseech Thee, 
let Him be unto me a Spirit of padence under all 
ises, and in all provocations ; a Spirit of trust, and 
stedfast repose of mind in Thy care and providence ; 
I Spirit of forgiveness to my enemies; a Spirit of 
hmnility to make me quiet and easy in myself, meek 
and gentle to others, and to free me from ail the k 
and torment of pride, envy, and ambition ; and finally, 
o let Him guide and govern me through the whole 
ouTse of my short life here, that 1 may not fail to 
.ttain everlasting life, through Jeaus Christ our Lord. 

OS TBINITT SniTDAT, 

ALUtaHiT and everiasting God, who hast given 
unto Thy servants grace, by the confession of a true 
faith to acknowledge the glory of Thy eternal Trinity, 

in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship 
the Unity; I beseech Thee, that Thouwouldst keep 

stedfast in this faith, and not suffer i 
tossed about with every wind of doctrine, no 
posed upon by the faUe reasonings of cunning and 
Bubtle men. Let no heretical interpretadous of Thy 
word corrupt the purity of my fiuth, nor preten 
superior reason shake my etedfastness ; but grant that 
I may constantly adhere to, and firmly believe, those 
adorable mysteries Thou hast revealed, submitting 
my reason to the obedience of faith ; that, ho being 
preserved from all dumnable heresies, I may escape 
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thoBe fatal uni evil consequences which attend them B 
in tbis world, and those dreadful punishmeats pre- H 
pared for them in the nest, through the merits of Jl 
JesuB Ctrisi our Lord; to whom, witli Thee, and* 
the Holy Ghost, three Fereone and one God, be lU ■ 
glory, worship, und praise, in the Churches of tlM f 
Saints for ever and ever. Araen. 

Tfa* TbbikagiTiiif L4 the bloBi 



ON THE FESTIVAL OP ST. BAKNABAB, 

O LoHD God Almighty, who hast huilt Thy Churdi I 
upon the foundation of the Apostles, under Chiiit the 11 
head corner-stone, and to this end didst endue Tiif J 
holy Apostle St. Barnabas with singular gifts of the I 
Holy Ghost; leave me not destitute, I humbly heseed" fl 
Thee, of Thy manifold giits and talents, nor yet of U 
grace to make a right use of them always, without iny f 
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id self-ends, to Thy honour and glory; thU. 
mEkking a due improvement of all those gifts Tbou 
graciously entrustest me with, I may be able to ^ve 
a good account of my stewardship when the grel* 
Judge shall appear, the Lord Jesus Christ, vho 
reigneth with Thee and the eternal Spirit, one God, 
blessed for ever. Amen. 



S THE FESXIVAl 



IT TH£ BAFTIBT. 



AiMiGHTT God, hy whose providence John the ¥ 
Baptist was wonderfully bom, and sent to prepare 
the way of Thy Son, our Saviour, by preaching re- 
pentance ; grant that I may faithfully endeavour to 
follow his doctrine and holy life, and copy from him 
those excellent lessons of retirement and mortification, 
humility and self-denial, zeal for Justice, and constancy 

defending the truth, courage to rebuke 



patience in suffering for rightf 



■ «S5,s^ 



sake. Grant 




ON THE FESirVAL OF ST. PETEK. 

God, who for the trial of our faith and obedience 
ft «uflerest ua to be surrounded with variety of Icmpta- 
3 tons, the flesh endeBTouring to ruin us hy ita falae 
A allurementa, the devil by his watcbfulneea and sublilty, 
V ind the world by its pomps and vaaitieB ; how ahall 
a I, a weak and frail creature, stand fast, when Thy 
N peat Apostie Peter failed in the day of trial ! My 
I kelp siandeth in the Name of the Lord, in the power- 
■ fill interceBsion of the blessed Jesus, and in the com. 
I faitable assistance of the Holy GhosL Make me, O 
H blessed Trinity, like the Apostle of this day, as eminent 
H ind remarkable for my repentance and future zeal in 
D^aervice, as for my past heinous transgressions; 
I UU being stedfast and immoveable, always abound. 
B "f in the work of the Lord, I may, through Thy 
I Sttrcy, be received into Thine everlasting kingdom, 
Ji ""re. with the glorious company of Prophets and 
B ApoBtles, the noble army of Martyrs, and all the 
P >umng host of Heaven, to sing praise unlo Him who 
3 sillelh upon the throne, who liveth for ever and ever. 

r THE ffESTlTAL OP ST. JAMES THE OEEAT. 

Grant, O merciful God, (hat as Thy holy Apostle 

^1- James, leaving his father and all that he had with- 

"it delay, was obedient to the call of Thy Son Jesus 

Christ, and followed Him, and at last cheerfully laid 

W down his life for His Gospel's sake, so I, forsaking 

J all worldly and carnal afiectiona, may be evermore 

jll ready to follow Thy holy comraaiidinents, and, when- 

i ever Thy providence shall make it my duty, may 

J readily and cheerfully embrace death, though armed 




witli his utmost terror, rather than forsake 
Thee, l^et me rejoice in every happy oc 
testifying the snceriCy of my love, by sufl 
Thy truth, and let the firm behef of those 
etenial rewards which Thou hast prepared 
who lay down their lives for Thy sake, su 
under all the cruelties of the most mercili 
cutors. Grant this, O blessed Lord, who 
for me, atid didst rise again, and now sitte 
right hand of the Father, to intercede for m 
Thy faithful disciples. Amen. 

ON TKB FESTITAL OP ST. BAETHOLOMI 

O Al.MiQHTT and everlastiiig God, who i 
to Thy Apostle Bartholomew grace truly I 
and preach Thy word ; grant that I may 
receive that word which he believed : inci 
knowledge, and confirm my faith evermo; 
me like him an Israelite indeed, in whom ia 
that, paying an entire uniform obedience to 
commandments, and seeking in all my 'w 
actions to advance Thy glory, 1 may, thrc 
infinite mercy, be graciously accepted by ' 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
vocate. Amen. 

ON THE FEBTITAl OV BT. MATTHEW, 

O Almighty God, whose powerful c 
St. Matthew the publican from the very r 
custom to become an eminent Apostle and E 
in Thy Church; grant me grace to forsake 
tons desires and inordinate love of riches 
follow Thy Son Jesus Christ without dela; 
my heart from the vanities of this world, ft 
ea^er pursuit of temporal things, that my ( 
\ 1 1 de for eternity, and to lay up a 





n Heaven which faileth not; that, wlien my body 
ihall return to dust, my soul may be received into the 
Eternal mansiona of Thy everlasting glory, through 
JeKua Christ our Lord. Amen, 

ETERNAL God, who in Thy wonderful pro- 
videnca hast made the Angela ministering spirits, 
Rod eeadest them forth to minister to them who are 
the heirs of salvation ; behold with pity the tempta- 
tions and dangers to which the frailty of my nature 
i> perpetually exposed, and give Thy Angels charge 
to bear me in their hands that I fall not, to s 
Md defend me in this my pilgrimage on earth, a:id to 
wiield me from al! the violence of the powers of dark. 
And give me grace, I beseech Thee, to praise 
wd adore Thee for their ministry and protection, 
Uidto endeavour to do Thy will with the same dili- 
pnce and industry, with the same zeal and cheerftil- 

as Thy blessed Angels do it in Heaven ; 
"nitating their exemplary obedience and unspotted 
Parily in my life, I may enjoy the advantagf; of thei: 
"fiislance in the hour of death, in that dismal conflict 
"rith the powers of darkness; and, being by them 
inducted to the mansions of glory, may be advanced 
lo i more intimate society with them in the life to 
come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ON THE FESTrVAI. OF ST. LUKE. 

I YIELD Thee hearty thanks, most merciful Father, 
jr those glad tidings of salvation which Thy Evan- 
eli«t St. Luke hath published to the world, for all the 
lanife stations of Thy holy will, and of that i 
labia redemption Thou hast graciously condescended 
I work out for us ; and for thnt Thon hast been 
^ased to regenerate us h_v 'r}:_v Iluli Spirit, 
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for Thine own cliildren by adoptioa, and to 
irporate us into Thj Holy Church. And I humbly 
beseech Thee to grant that, by the ■wholesome doc- 
trine of Tliy Goapel, all the diaeaBes of my soul may 
be healed ; that fioallj, with the reeidue of Thy 
holy Church, I may be an inheritor of Thine ever- 
lasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



O God, who by a glorious martyrdom calledst < 
the bleesed ApoEtles Simon and Jude from their j 
t labours in Thy vineyard, to a blissful rest 
I Thy kingdom ; grant me Thy grace, I beseech | 
Thee, to improve this devout opportunity of celebrat- , 
ing their memories, both by praising Thee for such ' 
excellent instructions, and pressing more lively on ' 
myself their saving doctrine and examples, throtialti 
r Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 






Most gracious God, the Author of sancti^ 
Lover of unity, whose wisdom hath established a 
admirable communion between the members of the 
same mystical body whereof Thy Son Jesus Christ 
is the Head ; I bless and praise Thy holy Name for 
all Thy servants departed this life in Thy faith and 
mgratulate their victories over the world, 
who overcame themselves, and led iu triumph their 
I passions; I commemorate with all thankful- 
ness their heroic piety who served the Lord in 
hunger and thirst, in prisons and chains, on rocks, 
and in tortures, and who undauntedly encountered 
death, armed with the gieatest terrors. I rejoice in" 
I the glory and happiness they are now advanced tD,'^ 



le greatness of which the heart of man cannot con. 
rive; heseeching Thee to give me grace to follow 
beir good exampieB, that I may be made partaker of 
Chy heavenly kingdom, and with all that are de- 
iirted in the true faith of Tby holy Name have my 
[isrfect consummation and bliss, both in body and 
loul, m Thy eternal glory, through Jeaus Christ our 
l*rd. Amen, 



^ DEVOTIONS 

FOR THE FASTS OF THE CHURCH. 

OK ASU-WEUNE3DAT. 

Ur. Kellleiiell. 
LpBD, I am not worthy to lift up my polluted 
Ejea unto Thee, but whither should a wretch ia 
fuilt and misery look, but unto the fountain of murcy ? 
^Vhither, but to a God, wh se m y g t th 
lur wickedness ? To a God wh P P 'y t 
K kind to His enemies ; wh se p ti to b 

ilia is aa great as His po t p n h th m d 
rho had much rather be r lit th t k 

fiEgeance on us? Whithe d d b t t Tl O 
'od of all grace and cotuf t h h w t y n 

le unworthy, and who art most graciously pleased 
I fit and qualify them for Thy mercy, that so Thou 
ayest bountifully confer it on them for our Lord 
isuB Christ's sake. Amen. 

11. 
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mercy, nor have I any pretence to claim that, but 
because I infinitely need it, and because Thou, O 
Father of mercies, lovest to shew it, and art more 
ready to look at our needs, which move Thy pity and 
tenderness, than at our deserts, which cry aloud to 
Thee for wrath and vengeance on our heads; ajid 
because, unworthy as I am, jet through Thine inex- 
pressible love and His, 1 have a most merciful Saviour, 
who has borne all the punishment of my sins to pur. 
chase mercy for me a sinner, and who now power- 
fully intercedes with Thee for mercy for me, if, being 
weary of my Bins, 1 turn to seek and serve Thee, 

And my soul, O gracious God, is wearied out, and 
filled with the bitterness of my own ways, I accuse 
and condemn myself, I humble and afflict myself, for 
all my sins, that I may avert Thy judgments for the 
same : I am resolved, by Thy grace, to renounce and 
forsake them, and never provoke Thee any more; 
and, as far as I am able, to make restitution and re- 
paration to my brethren for all the wrongs I have 
done them. Father, foipve me all the evil I have 
done, of which I earnestly repent; consider my con- 
trition, accept my tears, and pardon my sins, which I 
have now utterly renounced ; and renew me after 
Thine own image, in righteousness and true holiness. 
Set up Thy kingdom in my heart; let Thy law be 
the rule of ray life and actions ; and Thy blessed will 
in every thing my choice and satisfaction : let Thy 
promises be my hope, Thy providence my guard. Thy 
grace my strength, and Thy blessed self my portion, 
both now and evermore, through Jesus ChriBt my 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen, 

Almighty God, whose blessed Sou for our sakes 
did fast forty days and forty uights ; give n 



use euch abBtin en ce, during this season dedicated to the 
exercise of repentance, thitt my fleeh may be subdued 
to the spirit, and my mind the betler disposed to ap- 
proach Thee with ardour and fervency of affection. 
Inure me by selt-denial to bring my body into sub- 
jection, and to punish ali those excesses I have been 
guilty of in the use of Thy creatures. Let my retire- 
ment trom the world make me see the vanity and 
emptiness of it, and teach me to relish the pleasures 
of spiritual enjoyments. Make me heartily to bewail 
my sins, and do Thou work in me a godly sorrow unto 
salvation not to be repented of; that perceiving how 
bitter a thing it is to depart from the living God, I 
may no longer continue at a distance from the Foun- 
tain of joy and happiness, but, confessing and for- 
saking my sins, may be entirely converted unto Thee, 
through Jesus Christ my only Saviour. Amen. 

ItESITATlONS ON THE LIFE AND DEATH OP OVS 



O SWEET Saviour, who, for the love of mankind, 
didst vouchsafe to descend from Thy royal throne, 
from the bosom of Thy Father, into this vale of misery, 
and to take on Thee the form of a servant, even human 
flesh, tu the sanctified womb of a, most chaste and 
pure Virgin, and be born without impeachment to 
her virginity ; — 

Be pleased, of Thy great clemency, to make my 
neart Thy habitation ; adorn it, to that end, with all 
spiritual graces, and be daily born in me by renew- 
ing in my soul a fervent love to Thee. 

O blessed Lord, who being God Almighty didst 




not disdain at Th; birth to be wrnpped in swaddlingi- 
clothea, and to be laid in a manger : — 

Take from me ail ambitious thoughts, and grant 
that I may be ever in Th; sight a little infant in 
humility and lowlineaB of spirit. 

O gracious Lard, who at Thy birth wast received 
into the world with the joyful hymns of blessed Angels, 
and found to the great delight and admiratioD of the 
poor shepherds; — 

Gire Thy grace unto me. Thy poor and unworthy 
servant, continually to persevere in Thy praises, to 
seek Thee with the shepherds' affection ; by seeking 
lo find Thee, and finding Thee always to rejoice 
in Thee. 

II. 

O sweet Jesu, who wast pleased on the eighth 

day to be cireumciBed, and in that most tender 
age didst begin to shed Thy blood for the love of 
mankind : — 

Cut off, I entreat Thee, all superfluities from my 
soul, and take from me all evil thoughts, words, 
and works. 

O blessed Christ, who, to the unspeakable comfort 
of me, and all Thine elect, wast called by the saving 

Grant that the memory of this name may ever 
cause a reverent respect in me towards Thee, and 
that by it I may be preserved all my life, and at the 
hour of death. 

O loving Lord God, who wouldst be found by 
the wise men who sought Thee with f^th and devo- 
tion, and who, having found Thee, fell down before 
Thee with oblations of gold, frankincense, and 

Be pleased, I beseech Thee, that I may find Thee, 



T^, 
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snii worship Thee in apirit and in truth ; offering 
Mlo Thee the gold of bright-fihining charity, the 
ihoenee of pure devotion, and the myrrh of perfect 
iDorlification. 

blessed Sariour, who to leave mankind an ex- 
^ple of obedience and humility, didst become sub. 
JW Ut the law, and was brought to the temple, and 
Uwre hadst offered for Thee the oblations of the 
poor, and not the rich ; — 

Give me the grace of obedience, to subject myself 
•iUingly to my governors ; suffer not the least 
•ooughl of pride to reign in me ; but quench in 
"M all haughtiness of spirit, and inordinate love and 
Mnoeit of royeelf. 

m. 

gracious Lord, who, whilst Thau wast yotmg 
Md tender was coatent to suffer persecution, and to 
% with Thy blessed mother into Egypt : — 

Grant me such ability by Thy grace, whereby I 

JWy not only suffer persecution and affliction, when 

It shall please Thee, but also persecute and punish all 

g irickedoess within myself before it grow loo strong 

^ blessed Jesu, who being sought for by Thy 
1^ blessed mother three days, wouldst be found of her 
I in the temple:— 

I Suffer me never to be severed from Thee ; giie 
me such a devotion towards Thee, that I may never 
be weary of serving Thee, nor satisfied with praising 
Thee, either in the church, or in my cloBet. 

O loving Lord, who wouldst enter the river Jor- 
dan, and there be baptized by Thy servant John the 
Baptist ; — 

Be pleased that I mav be piirilie'l in this life by Thy 
merits, and thereby nil I 1: i II ^i i sms 





O gracioua Saviour, who didst continue fasting sad 
! praying forty days and forty nights together ii 
wildemesB, and after divers temptationB didst OW- 

Grant that I may chastise my fleah, and eierd* 
myself in watching, fasting, prayer, and other spifi- 
tual exercises; and subdue all evil afiectiooB wliicll 
rebel against the spirit. 

O blessed Redeemer, who for my sake didst siii- 
ject Thyself to many sorrows and necessilieB, tc ' 
cold, hunger, thirst, weariness, sweat, journeys, perse- 
cutions, and tribulatiouB : — 

Strengthen me with the aid of Thy Holy Spiiit 
that I may willingly bear all adversities, as coming 
from Thy hand. 

O blessed Lord, who while Thou wast upon flutll 
didst vouchsafe to comfort the souls of men, andhwri 
their infirmities ;— H 

Replenish my heart with all pious affections, tluAH 
I may account the miseries of others as my own,u»|| 
supply their necessities according to my abilities. ... 

O gracious Lord, who for 'Riy love to manKndj" 
didst endure infinite miseries, injuries, calumiue&iL 
blasphemies, and revilings, even of those to whoiii|] 
Thou hadst done much good ; — 

Create in me a heart pm-e and innocent, which B»y r] 
forgive mine enemies, and love them, rendering good Ii 
for evil ; whereby I may shew myself a true foUoww p| 
of Thy perfect charity and patience. 



merciful Saviour, who, to abrogate the cert-E 
monial law, didst eat the paschal lamb with "^jj 



disciples, and giving them an example of humility, 
upon Thy knees didst wash their feet: — 

Grant that this example may take deep root in me : 
give me perfect humilitj', ti"ue obedience, and fervent 
love, whereby I may love Thee sincerely, and all 
others unfeignedly. 

O blessed Lord, who of Thy great love didst insti- 
tute the blessed Sacrament of Thy Body and Blood, 
whereby Thou mighteat continue with us to the end 
of the world : — 

Stir up in me an earnest desire and longing after 
this holy Sacrament, and grant that I may ever 
receive it with a chaste love, deep affection, and a 
pure heart, 

O loving Lord, who when Thou wast to leave this 
world didat comfort Thy disciples, and with ardent 
and affectionate prayer didst commend them to Thy 
Father, thereby shewing what love Thou didst bear 
to them, and to all others who should beheve 
Thee : — 

Make my heart sensible of this love, and raise in i 
an earnest affection to Thee, that I may be wholly 
transformed into the love of Thee. 

O merciful Saviour, who, praying in the garden, 
didst wholly resign Thyself to 'Thy Father's good 
pleasure, desiring that not Thy will but His should 
be done : — 

Give me grace that in all adversities and tribu- 
lations I may fly to Thee by prayer, and ever com- 
mit myself to Thy providence and good pleasure, 
VI. 
O eweet Jesu, who didst suffer Thyself to be taken 
I ted bound as a malefactor, neither didst lament nor 
lur whilst Thou wast shamefully treated by Thine 





the midst of Thy troubles and affiic- 



e me strength lifter Thine eiiunple willingly 
and patiently to endure all adversity and tribulation 
which shall at any time befal me. 

O blessed Jesu, who wouldst be fofsaked of Thine 
own diGcipli 

Pardon me. Thy fugitive servant, and receive me 
into Thy favour ; suffer me not to wander from Thee 
any more, but give me euch constaney and perseve- 
rance, that I may continue in Tliy service to the end 
of my days. 

O merciful Jesu, who, standing in the presence of 
the high-prieEt, didst patiently eiidure a cruel blovr, 
and in the height of Thy passion was mocked, derided, 
and many nays despitefully used : — 

Mortify in me all angry affections, that I may not 
be disquieted when I am injured, nor think of re- 
venge, but for Thy sake bear all thinga patiently: 
help mine infirmities, that I faint not under tempta- 
tions or tribulations, and give me grace to be thankful 
to Thee for them. 

O blessed Lord, who wouldst not reply to the 
unjust accusatione of Thine enemies, but mildly, with 
a deaf ear, wouldst let them pass : — 

Grant that no slanders may move me to impatience ; 
but that, by Thine example, I may patiently overcome 
all that in any way defame or injure me. 

O loving Saviour, who being denied by the Apo- 
stle St. Peier didst look on him with an eye of com- 
passion, and cause him to bewail his onence with 
bitter tears : — 

Look also on me, a miserable sinner, with the 
same gracious and moving aspect, that 1 may wash 
away my sins with the tears of repentance, and 
■ deny Thee, my Lord and Saviour, by word 




_ O sweet Jesu, who being stripped wast bound to a 
pil'at, and ectJurged, whereby Thy blessed body was 
''ifn and wounded : — 

Ileal my wounds by Thy stripes, take all eyil 
Ifloug^hts from me, and grant me patience to endure 
tlie Btrokes of Thy fatherly visitation. 

_0 gracious Lord, who after so many wounds re- 
WiVed, and 80 much precious blood shed, wast in 
"Dockery crowned with a crown of thorns : — 

Grant, that the remembrance thereof may be im- 
Pfiitted on my heart, and that I may love Thee for 
"^y eiceeding charity, and wholly think of Thee, 
"bolly contemplate on Thy bitter pains. 

O bountiful Jesu, who wast pleased, with great 
pain, labour, and weariness, to carry Thine own 
Cross to Mount Calvary, and there to comfort the 
™*»enting women, exhorting thera not to weep for 
Thee but for themselves and their children : — 

grace with a cheerful mind to bear any 
cross Thou shall lay upon me, and to bewail wili 
'**rs my sinful life past. 

I Tin. 

I _ O merciful Redeemer, who didst suffer Thy gra- 
cioilH hands and feet to be pierced with nails, and 

I "Stened. and there didst, with great effusion of blood, 
suffer inexpressible torments: — 

^^rant that I may always, with a faithful and thank- 
"" heart, bear in mind Thy exceeding great love, who 
''^'^Vildst endure so great and grievous things for me. 
'^I'ge and wash my soul with those streams of Thy 
™c>at precious blood, from all uncleanness, and offer 
^^oa to Tliy Father, for a full and pleuaiy satisfac- 

I ^t^ for all my transgressionB. 
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O blessed T^ord, who in Thy hitter palas didst 
intercede with the Father for Thine enemies f 
J craci&ei Thee, Boying, Father /argive them, for they 
I Anew not what they do : — 

Give me grace that according to Thy precept and 
J practice, I may love mine enemies, pray for them, and 
do good to them who do evil mito me. 

O gracious Lord, who, heing crucified between two 
.hieves, didst promise to the one of them, believing 
m Thee and confeasing Thee, the fruition of para- 
Look upon me with an eye of pity, wherewith Thou 
] didst behold that good thief, and grant I may live & 
that at the end of my days I may he found worthy 
to hear that joyful speech. This day shall thou he with 
Me 171 paradise. 

O sweet JeBu, who, for fie grievousnesa of toi- 
nent and exceeding loss of blood, didst faint and 
pry, / thirst, and wert pleased to drink gall and 
vinegar : — 

Let the remembrance of this cup extinguish ii 
all inordinate riot and excess : gi^e me the virtue of 
sobriety, that atl irregular passions being quenched in 
' ne, I may wholly thirst after Thee. 

O loving Lord, who, when Thou wast pleased to 

' die, didst how Thine head, and commend Thy spirit 

into the hands of Thy Father ;- 

Grant that the uncertainty of my death may be 

iver in my thoughts, and that I may be always 

] willing and ready to leave this transitory life, when 

't shall seem good to Thee, to whose blessed pro- 

ecrion I commit my soul. 

O blessed Saviour, who, with great sorrow of 1 

j friends, \ 



. the sepulchre ; — 
Bury with n 



: all n 



' evil desires, that I i 




those things which diepleaee Thee, and live 
Thee my Bedeemer. 



I Lord, who, after three days, havings 
e and triumphed over death and Satan, didet 
t of the grave, and visit Thj disciples 

e &om the death of ein ; cause me to 
of life, and to seek after heaveiJy 
that when Thou earnest again, I may appear 
ee in glory. 

irdful Saviour, who forty days after Thy 
Btion didst gloriously and triumphantly as- 
D Heaven, in the sight of Thy disciples ; — 
t please Thy gooduess to infuse a longing 
nd love of Thee into my soul, that it may he 
in affection to Thee, and seek those things 

icioua Lord, who, according to Thy promise 
rhy Ascension, didst send Thy Spirit upon 
eiplea, and other Thy elect servants : — 
f, I beseech Thee, my heart, that the same 
nding my soul pure and clean, may make Hi.s 
I it, and adorn it with His manifold graces, 
ised Saviour, who when Thou shalt. at the 
ime to judge the quick and the dead, wilt 
every man according to his works, either 
ir punishment; — 

grace so t^ pass this earthly pilgrimage 
) Thy holy will, that at that day I may. 
Thy merits, be thought worthy to he re- 
ato Thy heavenly mansions, there to praise 
a Thee, with the holy company of blessed 
id Angels, for evermore. Amen. 
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OR GOOD rSJOi-T. 



Thou my crucified Saviour, glory be to Th 
for causing TTiy sufferingH to be registered in I 
Gospel, where I rectd and adore tlie wonders and' 
triumphs of Thy almighty love, for which I will era 
praise and love Thee. 

1 will ever iove and praise Thee, O gracious Loid, 
who, being in the form of God, didst condescend to 
take our &ail nature upon Thee, and in the form of* 
servant didst for us men and for our salvation endnce 
the reproaches and revilings, the blasphemieB and 
persecutions of a ■wicked and perverse generation, 

I will ever love and praise Thee, O gracious Lord, 
who didst endure a moat bitter agony, and didst 
sweat, as it were, great drops of blood foiling to the 
ground ; who wast treacherously betrayed, apprehen- 
ded, atid bound as a malefactor ; set at nought by 
Herod, and his men of war ; denied by Peter, and 
forsolieQ by ail Thy disciples, and all to save us poor 

I will ever praise and love Thee, O God of truth, 
who, for our sakes, wast accused by false witnesses, 
blindfolded a:id bufielcd, mocked and spit upon, strip- 
ped naked, and scourged, tliat by Thy stripes we 
might be healed. 

Thou, O great Judge of Heaven and earth, wart 
for UB men, and for our salvation, Thyself dragged 
to the judgment-seat, and unjustly condemned ; Thou, 
O King of Heaven, whom tlie angels adore, wut 
crowned with thorns and oppressed with the weight 
of Thy own Cross ; and all this to save us sinful men : 
therefore will I ever adore and love Thee. i 

Thou, O Lord of glory, and sole Author of life. Ha; 
and for our salvation, wast put to an ij 




i 
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death, Thy hands and Tliy feet being nailed 
to the CrosB ; Thou wast numbered with the trana- 
gressors, and crucified between two thieves ; and to 
embitter Thy last gasp, hadst gall and vinegar given 
Thee to drink; and all this to save us einful n 
therefore will I ever ndore and love Thee. 

Thou, O gracious Lord, when hanpng on the CroBS 
wast scoffed at and reviled ; Thou wast inlinitely afflic- 
ted and bruised for our transgressions : the iniquities of 
us all were laid on Thee, and the chastisement of o 
peace was upon Thee ; for us Thou didst endure a 
guish inexpressible, when Thou criedst out, " My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" and 
didst at last give up the ghost, and die Thyself, that 
we might live : wherefore I will ever adore and love 
Thee 



n. 



Was there ever any sorrow like that which my 
Lord and my God endured for me ? Was there ever 
any love like that which my Lord and my God hath 
shewed to me ? O my Saviour, with all my heart I 
love and adore Thine infinite love and benignity t 
Burners ; with all my heart I lament and detest th 
liatred and outrage of sinners to Thee. Inslil, O my 
God, penitential love into my soul, that I may grieve 
for my sins, which grieved Thee ; that I may love 
Thee for suffering for us sinners, who occasioned alt 
Thy griefs, O may I always love Thee ! O may I 
never grieve Thee more ! By the love of Thy Croaa, 
O Jesu, I live ; in that only will I glory, that above all 
things will I study, that beyond all things will I value 
by the love of the Cross will I take up my cross daily 
and follow Thee ; 1 will persecute and torment, and 
■ucify my sinful affections and lusts, which perse- 
ited, tormented and crucified Thee ; and if Thy love 




calls me to it I nil! suffer on the cross Tor Thee, u 
Thou hast done for me. 

How illustrious aiid amiable were Thy graces 
amidst all Th; sufieringa, O thou aJflicted Jesu ! 
I admire and love Thy profound humility, unwearied 
patience, Iamb-like nieekne«s, immnculate innocence, 
invincible courage, absolute resignation, compasaioiiate It| 
love of souls, and perfect charity to Thine enemies. 
Give me grace to tread in Thy et^ps, and conform EH 
to Thy divine image, that the more I grow like Thee, 
the more I may love Thee, and be the more beloved 
by Thee. Amen, Lord Jesu, Amen. 



Grant, O Lord, that as I am baptized into the 
death of Thy blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
intinual mortifying my corrupt affections I 
may be buried with Ttim ; and Ihat through the grave 
and gate of death, I may, by the quickening of His 
. ^r-4 Spirit, pass to a joyful reBurrection, being cleansed by 
i^{^ J L His blood from all my sins, and mode Eoeet by Uis 
1^"^ / ^ I grace to inherit those precious promises, wbioh Hii 
1 'S resurrection (the memorial of which we are nowpre- 
3^ I paring to celebrate) hath sealed and ratified to U8 ; to 
//_J_J whom with Thee O Father, and the Holy Spirit, be 
Kv/u f> glory honour and blessing, now, henceforth, and for 
^Vi/'^ ' oxBtTi\ore Amen 

ON EMBEB-DAT8, 

AhitiaHTY God the Giver of all good gil^, who 
of Thj Divme Providence hast appointed divers 
orders in Th) Church ; give unto Thy servants the 
Bishops a double portion of Thy Holy Sjiirit, and 
vouchsafe them at ibis time Tliy paj'ticular aasist- 
and a power of discerning the spirits of Utem 
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who come to be ordained to the ministry of Thy 
Word and Sacraments, that they may lay hands 
suddenly on no man, but maturely, prudently, and 
piously may appoint such to Thy seiTice, who, by 
learning, discretion, and a holy life, are fit instruments 
for the conversion of soula, to be eitamplea to the 
people, guides of their maimers, comfurters of their 
eorrowe, to sustun their weaknese, and able to prO' 
mote all the interests of religion. And grant that all 
those who now come to dedicate themselves to the 
Bervice of Thine Altar, may be inwardly moved by 
Thy Holy Spirit to take upon them that sacred mi- 
nistration ; that they may make Thy ho!y Word the 
chief Eubject of all their studies ; from thence instruct 
the people committed to their charge, and convince 
^ainsaycrs ; that they may faithfully and diligently 
administer TbyholySacraments; that they may labour 
in season and out of season, by public and private 
admonitions and exhortations; that they may maintain 
peace and love among ail Christians, and frame their 
own lives, and the lives of their families, according to 
the precepts of Thy holy Gospel. Give thera the 
will, OLord, to do their duty, and strength and power 
faithfully to perform the name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 

OH THE KOOATION-DATS. 

O LoBO, heavenly Father, of whose gift it la that 
doth descend, the earth ia fruitful, beasts 
and fishes multiply ; have mercy on us Thy 
unworthy servants, and though for our sins we have 
worthily deserved scarcity and deaith, sickneaB and 
mortality, or to be delivered into the hands of our 
enemies, yet for the sake of Thy blessed Son, and 
upon OUT own true repentance, send us pten^ and 




THE INTBOBDCTION 



It is no wonder that men who Hn 
busioees of religion, and who frequent the church 
only in compliance with the fashion of the world, 
md in obedience to an eatahhshed custom, should 
negicct one of the greateet advantages of the Chris- 
tian life, frequent receiving the Holy Sacrament of 
Chrisfa Body and Blood ; hut that ChrietianB, other, 
wise very devout, and not lawfully hindered, who have 
the fear of God before their eyes, and who a' 
pleasing Him in all their actions, should ever turn 
their Iwcks upon His holy table, and when invited 
to conimemonite the meritorious sacrifice of the death 
of Christ, should refuse to give such an easy instance 
of a thankful heart, is matter of the greatest astonish- 
ment; because they thereby neglect the most effectual 
means of grace, and overlook the best method of at- 
taining what they sincerely purpose and desire, 
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This bad conduct can proceed from nothing' but a 
want of the true eense of the indispeDsable neceEsity 
, of performing: this duty, and the heinona guilt of neg- 
, lecting it. Their minds are filled with lively appre- 
hensions of the great danger ofbeing unworthy com- 
, municantH, but they never suffer their thoughts tc 
dwell on the great hazard they run, the abominable 
guilt they incur, in negleethig to obey bo importaiit 
a command of their Saviour. They are afraid lest 
they should receive unworthily, and eo eat and drink 
, damnation to themselveH, and therefore they choose 
not to receive at all, imagining that they have by that 
means escaped all danger, and are entirely innocent. 
To correct this dangerous error, I think it necessary 
to set before them a true representation of this sin, 
with all its aggravations and ill consequences, that 
they may see how dreadful and horrible a-thing it is 
to absent themselves wilfully from this heavenly 
banquet. 

First then, it is despising a positive command of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, the Author of our religion: 
for that our Saviour has made it the duty of all Chris- 
tians to frequent this commemomtive sacrifice, i* 
' plain from the history of the institution, in the close 
, of which our Saviour adds, " Do this in rem 
' brttnoe of Me :" by which, as the hcJy Apostles were 
obliged to bless, and break, and give the bread, and 
1 distribute the wine, to all that joined with them in 
this holy service, 80 were all Chrisllanshereby engaged 
I to reeeive from them and their succesBors those sym- 
bols of Christ's Body and Blood. By this precept the 
1 of Christ's Body and Blood, as repre- 




CoiDmucian, despise this positive command of their 
Redeemer; Hia last dying command when He was 
ahout to lay dovm His life for our sakes, which there' 
fore ought to have been received with the greatest 
respect, uid obeyed with the most religious veiie- 

Secondly, they neglect that part of the Divine wor- 
ship, by which ChriHticuiB ore in a peculiar man- 
ner distuiguighed from men of all other religious. 
The heathens and Mahometans oficr up prayers and 
praiaea to God, by the light of nature they apply 
themselves to inftnite Power for their relief, and 
return their thanks to infinite Goodi 
source whence they receive all their blessingB. 

The Jews, by slaying beasts and burning 
mvocated God, and praised and blessed Him for those 
mercies, of which they were partakers : hut Chris- 
tians only set before God bread and 
Eucharist, ae figures of the precious Body and Blood 
of Christ, and therefore we can never be so properly 
said to worship as Christians, as when we join in 
those sacred mysteries, which Christ has made pe- 
culiar to His own religion. And it cannot be im- 
agined that this service which was ordained as the 
peculiar service of Christians, to distinguish them 
from all other worshippers of the Deity, and as the 
principal act whereby we parlake of the sacrifice ol 
Clu^st made upon the Cross, and without which our 
public service wants its due perfection ; it ca 
say, be imagined that it should be an indifferent 
whether we perform it or not. No : an habitual 
neglect of it is a hind of renouncing Christianity; 
a separating from the communion of Christ's Church. 
in that act which is the peculiar characteriBlJc of the 
worshippera of the crucified Jesus. 

A third aggravation of their guilt is, that they 
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wilfully contemn and reject those inestimable 
that are annexed to the worthy participation 
holy ordinance. This hearenly banquet is I 
and nourishment of our souls; there the truly _ 
tent, by representing the bitter paseion of Christ 
His Father, obtmn mercy and remission of b' 
there our souls receive new life and vigour, 
power and strength against our spiritual enei 
we are inspired thereby with a hope to be made' 
to angels, and to have the kingdom of Heaven' 
o\ir inheritance. And can he be innocent wl 
BO little esteem for these glorious blessings 
neglect the means to which they ore annexe< 
despise the best instruments of advancing bis 
tual welfare ? Can we imagine that he retains a (_ 
ful sense of those stupendous heaefits, purchaaei^ 
us by the death of Christ, who refuses to give 
an easy instance of a thankful heart!' No: he 
turns his hack on the means of grace, has too_ 
cause to fear that he has no right to the hopH 
glory. 

If therefore we desire not to be found guilty at 
last day of disobedience to a positive command. 
Christ, and of the wilful contempt of His dying 
His last pai-ting injunction ; if wc are at al 
cemed to proclaim to the world that we are 
the disciples of the crucified Jesus 
grow in grace and improve in every Christian 
if we are solicitous to obtain the pardon of O 
and be partakers of the benefits of Christ's p 
we must constantly attend this holy ordins 
often as the good providence of Gud affords us u 
opportunity. 

As it is the severe sentence of him who eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, that he is guilty of the Body 
and Blood of the J»rd, and eateth and drinketh 



i 



damnation to himself; bo the sentence of God is 
equally severe against those who, being invited, refuse 
to come : for He hath said, " That they shall not 
taste of His supper." — Luke xiv. rer. 16 — 29, 
And our Saviour hath declared. " That unless we 
cat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, 
we have no life in us." — John vi. 53, From the 
danger then of unworthy receiving, we ought not to 
infer that we may safely stay away, for that 1 have 
shewn to be equally dangerous ; but rather to con- 
clude with St. Paul, " Therefore let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of tbat bread, and drink 
of that cup," 



The preparation necessary to the perfo 
this duty after an acceptable manner, consists, as our 
excellent Church CatechiHrn instructs us, in the fol- 
lowing particulars ; 

1. Self-esarai nation. 

2. True repentance for our former sins, 

3. A stedfast purpose to lead a new life. 

4. A lively faitli in God's mercy through Christ. 

5. A thankful remembrance of Christ's death, 

6. Charity with ali men. 



T TmR the voice of my humble petition, O Lord, 

now I cry unto Thee, and lift up mine hands towards 

/ Thy mercy-scat. Behold, Lord, now I am about to 

eearch into my own heart: but alas! my heart is 

deceitful and desperately wicked, who can know it? 
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Thou, therefore, who searcheat the heart, and trieat 

reins, discover to me uli the evil and deceit of my 

1 beiirt, that I may confess, bewail, and forsake 

them, and obtain mercy. Lord, hear me. Lord, help 

!, for the meritB of Jeaus my Saviour. Amea. 



I adjure thee, my soul, in the presence of the 
great Judge, who knows all the secrets of thine 
heart; I adjure thee, as thou wilt answer it before 
God's judgment-seat at the last day, to tell me, — 

Does not thy daily esperience teach thee that thy 
whole nature is corrupt, prone to all that is evil, 
iveree to all that is good? 

How hast thou spent thy time from thy childhood 
!o this very moment? 

How hast thou kept the solemn tow of thy Ba{^ 



H. 

In particular, what sins art thou guilty of more im- 
mediately against God ? 

Art thou guilty of any infidelity or atheism, any 
distrust in, presumption on, or despair of God's 
mercy ? 

Art thou guilty of any wilful ignorance of God, or 
J of any idolatry in worshipping any creature ? 

Hast thou loved any thing more than God, or feared 
iny one above Him ? 

Hast thou been guilty of hypocrisy in God's service, 
ir of forsaking God, and of resorting to the devil, to 
witches or wizards? 
Art thou guilty of repining or murmuring at God's 



providence or of being impatient under Hia c 

Hnst thou beea unthankful for His mercici 
obedient to His comuiands or mcorngiblt under His 
judgment! ' 

When in whit manner bast thou been guilty of ^ 
di^onouring God by bhsphemous and irrehgious 
thoughts or discourses or by tamely heiiniig others J 
blaspheme * 

Hast thou taken G)d s holy name in \ain by ci 
tomary or lalse sneann!^ or by the breach of a 
lawful oath or solemn vow ' 

Hast thou been guilty of sacrilege or irreverent 
behaviour m God s house ' 

Hast thou misspent the Lord s da} neglecting ti 
attend the public worship of God, or been unprofitable 
under the means of grace ^ 

Hast thou dishonoured God by coldness and wa 
denngs mdevotion and carele'.sness in thy pra)et 
r by any weariness in Uih service, or by a total neg 
lect thereof? 

Hast thou received the Sacrament unworthily, and 
broken thy solemn vows there renewed ? 

Hast thou hardened thyself in impenitence, putting 
off the evil day? Hast thou rested in a superficial and 
partial repentance, or frequently relapsed into si 
resisted the good motions of God's Spirit ? 

Hast thou been an abettor and encourager of any 
schism, heresy, or profaneness ' 

in. 

O my soul, what sins art thou 
mediately against thy neighbor. 
' How, when, where, a«cainsl whom hast thou been 
fTuilty of sriv injury. 



1 guilty of more im- 
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fl&ttery or diaumulation, treachery or lying, o^ (ifH 
giving anf just scandal ? 

How, when, where, againet ^rhom haet tboubc 
guilty of any ill language, detraction or Blander, 107 fl 
rash censuring or backbiting, any contemmng or H 
BCoffing, either ut his infirmiticB or virtueB? H 

How, when, where, against whom hast thou ben I 
guilty of any contentiouBneBa, spite or revenge, of I] 
railing at, or hurting or murdering thy neighbour by U 
ill wishes or curses? P 

Hast thou been guilty of bearing false witness, or l 
coveting the posseseiona of others? I 

Hast thou been unthankful to those who have done | 
thee good, or have kindly reproved thy sins ? 

Hast thou been uncharitable to the poor, o 
lected to relieve any Christian in distresB? 

Hast thou been unnatural to any of thy rel 
hast thou ever reviled, and been Gtubbom and disoba- | 
dient to thy governors ecclesiastical and civil? 

Hast thou been wilfully disobedient to their lawfiil I 
commands, or risen up violently against them, whsB 1 
Ihey have called thee to suffer for thy duty? 

Hast thou tempted others to ain by counivanco H 
encouragement, by command or persuasion, and'f 
creased thy own by furthering the damnation of 9 
brother? 

IV. 

O my Boul, what eins art thou guil^ of more fi 
mediately against thyself? '_ 

Art thou guilty of pride, either in apparel or 6 
account of thy estate or credit, thy parts or good 
deeds? Art thou guilty of commending thyself, or of 
being greedy of the praise of men, of performing re- 

■ >t;- ikities to gain applauae, or of committing »' 
M.M reproach. 
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Hast thou been immoderately greedy of richea, or 
of sensual pleasures' 

Hast thou been guilty of vioknt anger, of incon- 
sdcration mconstancj, or discontent' 

Hast thou misspent thy time, neglected to resist 
temptations, or abused the talents God hath entrusted 
thee with, to ein and wickedness? 

Haat thou been guilty of intemperance in eating, 
drinking, and sleeping, or in lawful i ecreations ? 

Haat thou been guilty of idleness, uncleanness, lust, 
fornication, or adultery ? 

Hast thou taken delight in lewd company, in vicious 
and immodest songs, books, or pictures? 

Hast thou not only committed all these sins thyself, 
but taken pleasure in them that do them? 

■When yon olamme yoIliIBir by Ibis calalogne, pame t whUa on eyorj- 

Th«, O Lord, for rmeniag am from Ihii ain." 
When jDur cQHicience plt^di gaiJty, Bb^i ^^ ^^rd, bavfl many npon me. 
■ad fbrgiT* ma thu aio.^' 

A PE4.YEE APTEB EXAM I NATION. 

O Lord God, I have now, byThy assistance, consi- 
dered my own evil ways : Tliou, who only knowest 
the heart, and who only can change it, create in me 
gQch a broken and contrite heart as Thou hast pro- 
mised not to despise, and so deep a sense of my own 
Bin and misery, that my repentance may bear some 
proportion to my guilt, O my God, pardon all my 
failings, and perfect that good work Thou bast begun 
in me, for the merits of Jesus my Saviour. Amen, 

A 70BU OF CONFESSION OP BINS AND KEPENTANCE. 

O THOU great Judge of Heaven and earth, before 
I whose glorious majesty even the good angels, who 
r sinned, fail prostrate and tremble ; with what 



' debasement snd dread ought I to appear before T^ |l 
awful prcEence, who am but dust and asbes ; 10^ [| 
,' which IB icfiuilely v 



a miserable, wreUbed n 



oly Lord God Almigb^, ITioq iH rf 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity with theleMti^ 
probation : the way of the wicked, and bis MoiflM, 
are an abomination toTliee: Woe ie me then.OLofd, 
woe ia me ! for I have inclined unto wickedneM wtti 
my whole heart : but for the gake of Thy well-beIo«d 
Son, cast not out my prayer, nor turn Thy mSKJ 
from me. i 

Miserable wretch that I am I I bkve gone aeOuf 
from the very womb : I wae ehapen in wickedncBi, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me ; and I bne 
rendered myself yet more abominable and filthy, by » 
continual course of wickedness all the past dsp of 
my life. 

Lord have mera/ upon me, cleanu cutd forgim m; 

save me for Thy mercy's sake. 

Woe is me! for my whole nature ie corrupt and 
prone to evil, and arerae to all that is good : ray un- 
derstanding is full of ignorance and error, my will 
perverse, my memory tenacious of every thing that 
may pollute me, aiid forgetful of mj duty i my pM- 
sioDs are inordinate, my senses the iolets of aU impu- 
rity ; and I feel a law in my members coatuiuaIi;f 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into c^tivily to the law of sin. 

Lord have mercy upon me, and deliver me Jrom S» 
body of this death, from this tyranny of sin. 

Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and in Tby 
eight, and am no more worthy to be called Thy son: 

1 have violated the solemn vow I made to Time in 
baptiain, bj' eagerly pursuing the vanitieB of this 
wiikcJ ivorid, ea.-ilj yielding lo the temptations of 
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the devil, and by greedily indulging ray owa carnal 
deeireH and IubIh, by a fruitless and dead faith, and 
by diBobedience to Thy holy will and commandments. 

I have sinned, O Lord God, T have sinned against 
Thee, by, &c. 

I have committed these sins freqnently, against the 
checks of my conscience, kc. 

Lord, pity, cleanse, forgive, and save 7nK,for Thy 
mercy's sake. 

1 have sinned, O Lord God, I have sinned against 
Thee and my neighbour, by, &c. 

I have committed these sins frequently, against the 
checks of my conscience, &c. 

Lord, pity, deante, forgive, and save me, far Thy 
mercy's take. 

1 have sinned, O Lord God, I have sinned againat 
Thee and myself, by, kc. 

I have committed tliese eins frequently, againat the 
checks of my conscience, &c. ' 

O Lord, pity, cleanse, forgive, and save me, for Thy 
aurcy's sake, 

O Lord God, my known wickedness is great, and 
the sins I have conimilted are more in number than 
the hairs of my head, and my heart would fail me, 
but that I well know that Thy mercies are mote num- 
berless than my sins ; have mercy therefore upon me, 
according to Tliy great goodness, and in the multitude 
of Thy mercies do away mine ofiences. O cleanse 
Tlou me also from all my secret faults, from all my 
Bins of ignorance, infirmity, or omission. Father, for- 
give me, and receive me into the arms of Thy paternal 
compassion Make me ashamed of my past folly and 
madness, my greedmees m sucking in pollution, my 
treacherous betnjing m\ soul to temptations, my 

n,j u«.i dimiuLiun, in yb ti.u1 lUu- d- i,l Thj 
7^ 
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mercy, and unthankful abuses of Thj' goodneaa. 
mc evciy day more iind more ecnsible how b 
thing it is to depart from Thee, aiid to transgre! 
most holy and perfect commandments. O gi 
Lord, look on me as Thou didst on Peter; : 
pierce this hard heart, that I may weep bitte 
my sioB, and melt into the salutary tears of conl 

Woe is me, that I have so grievously offen 
indulgent, ho liberal, so tender a Father: that . 
repaid the infinite love and intolerable auffeii 
my Saviour, with nothing but those ains nhici: 
aioned His Buficrings ! and that I have grtevi 
Holy Spirit, by rejecting His good motions, v 
only I derive grace and consolation ! 

How admirable, O Lord, are the riches o 
goodness, who hast spared me so long, and no 
est me this blessed opportunity of renewing mj 
at Thy Altar ' O magnify yet Thy mercy, in tl 
givenesa of my sins : cleanse me from the Gl 
soul hath conti-acted, which now renders me 
to myself, as well as to Thee, by the blood c 
beloved Son, our blessed Redeemer Jesus ( 



I HENOPNCE, O Lord, the devil and all his " 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, e 
the sinful lusts of the flesh ; henceforth I reso 
serve none but Thee, and to make it the wholi 
cem of my life to keep Thy commandments. 
now preparing to renew my baptismal vows, i 
alas ! I have hitherto so often violated : I thank 
O heavenly Father, for the gracious opporl 
and by Thy help will keep it inviolate all the . 
days of my life, and live hereafler as tt sworn ^ 
' ThyloYO. 
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O my God, I dedicate myself to Thee this day, I 
offer unto Tliee my Eenses and passions, and all my 
faculties, I otfer Thee all my desires, all my designs, 
all my studies and endeavours, all that I have or am, 
I offer up entirely to Thy sezrice. Lord, sanctify me 
■wholly, that my whole spirit, bouI, and hody, may be- 
come Thy temple : O do Thou dwell in me, and he 
Thou my God, and I will be Thy servant. Though I 
am able of myaelf to do nothing that is good, through 
Thy strength I can do all things. O perfect Thy 
strength in my weakness ; let Thy holy Spirit purify 
my corrupt nature, succour me in all my temptalions, 
and assist me in all my religious duties. Hold Thou 
up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip 
not : give me that victorious faith which overcometh 
the world ; and let Thy preventing and restraining 
grace always preserve me. To Thy keeping I c 
mit my soul : O cover Thou me in tlie day of battle 
ag^nst my spiritual enemies, and Bo conform my 
whole life to the example of my blessed Saviour, that 
at the dreadful day of judgment I may find mercy, 
through His merits, who liveth and reigiieth with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for e- 



I BTEDFASTiT believe in Thee, O sweetest Jesu, 
Son of the Blessed! Lamb of God, which takest away 
\ the sins of the world, in Thy all-sufficient merits alone 
1 1 trust for the remission of my sins : through the hlood 
i of Thy Cross I hope for pence with God, strength 
J against the powers of darkness, Thy grace, and Ihe 
fl communion of Thy Spirit here, and everlasting bliss 
g with Thee herealler. In Thy unfalliomable grace, 
j] and the unsenrchnSIp depths nl Thy love, is my hope; 
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my help Btandath in Thy name, and I wifl not 
trfant man or devils can do unto me. 

O my crucified Saviour, I adore and ^rsts 
commemorate the triumphs of Tliy Almighty 
in Ukini; on Thee, for our salvation, the fbm 
servant; in enduring reproaches, contradiclians. 
revilinga. for our eakes ; and in becoming abe 
unto death, even the death of the cross. By 
stripes we are healed; by Thy death we live; 
life-giving- blood hath reconciled us to God, and 
crown of thonis purchased for ub a crown of f 

the depth of the riches of Thy love t how urn 
able is the greatness of Thy mercy! how unse 
able the measures of Thy goodness ! O all ye 
angels, behold and wonder, wretched man hath m 
against God, and God Himself hath suffered the 
ner's punishment, O ye blessed host of He 
adore, with me, my crucified Saviour, adore 
praise His unknown, inespressible agonies, Hia 
nishing love, and amazing condescension. m; 
ciouB Lord, my heart is full of the sense of Thy 
ill laying down Thy life for our aakes ; and what 

1 to return to Thee, but love again? it is all t 
have to offer to Thee ; accept it, O merciful 1 
imperfect as it is, and daily heighten the sense ol 
love to me. O thou infinite Lover of souls, wi 
my heart I love, I praise, I adore Thy love to 
but alas ! I can never do it enough here ; O trai 
me to Thy kingdom of glory, in Thy own good 
that there I may love Thee to the utmost c&pts 
a created being, and praise Thee to aUgl' 
Amen. Lord Jeaus, Amen, Amen. 



ACTS OF CHAKITT. 



O LoBD God, I do from henceforth resohi 
y neighbour as myself : and to love him not ol 
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word, but in deed and in truth. I do from my heart 
forgive all men their trespasses; do Thou, O Lord, 
, forgive them also. Lord, blesa them that hate me, 
and do good to them that have despitefully used me, 
and repay them good for evil. If I have done wrong 
to anir man I am willing to make resUtution ; if 1 
have given to any of my brethren just cause of offence, 
Q ready to acknowledge my fault and to amend it ; 
B and do Thou, O Lord, make them placable, easy to 
I be enlreated, ready to forgive ; that being as much 
!th in me at peace with all men, and none of my 
brethren having aught against me, I may with a sin- 
cere and peaceful heart offer my gift at Thine Altar, 
_ and be graciously accepted, through the merits of my 
3 blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A FOKM OF GKNEHAT, INTEECESSION'. 

Holt, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, I, a miserable 
sinner, humbly acknowledge that I am altogether im. 
^Torthy to offer up any petitions unto Thee : yet since 
Thou hast commanded us to raoke prayers and intei-- 
cessions for all men, in obedience to Thy command, 
and in confidence of Thy unlimited goodness, I com- 
mend to Thy mercy and divine providence the wants 
and necessities of all mankind. 

Lord, let it be Thy good pleasure to restore to Thy 
Catholic Church primitive peace and purity, and to 
preserve it against the gales of bell. 

Particularly, O Loi-d God, I implore Thy mercy 
for this sinful nation; for the iniquity of the land is 
exceeding great, and we have been unthankful under 
Thy blessings, incorrigible under Thy judgments, 
and unprofitable under all the means of grace : and 
what can we expect from Thee, but to drink deep of 
the cup of Thy wrath ? But, O Lord, in the midst of 
judgment remember mercy ; be favourable to Thy 




bishops, priests, snd deacons, with apostolical ^ 
exemplary lives, and sound doctriue. j 

O let it ever be Tby ^od pleoEure to save ai 
feud the Queen from all her enemies: grant; 
long and happy reign over us : and endue faq 
all ihuEe g^lis and graces which may make hetl 
ror to all evil works, and a great promoter a| 
glury. EJess her and all her royal relationl 
such a measure of temporal good things aa' 
knowcst to be most expedient for them, and < 
them at last with eternal glory. 

Gmnt to the privy counoU wisdom from aba 
all magistrates, integrity and leal for religion ; ' 
gentry and commonalty, pious and just, peacealj 
loyal hearts, and to the whole nation healthful 
fill, and peaceful seasons. To all Jews, Turh 
dels, atheists, and heretics, give the grace fl 
veraion; to all wicked men and malefactors,- 
repentance: to the disconsolate, comfort; to tG 
health; to those that are in pain, ease; to i 
flicted, patience j to the hungry, food ; I 
naked, raiment; to the captive, liberty; andi 
oppressed, deliverance. i 

T hou, who knowest the conditions, deuni 



Thotj, O blessed Jesus, of Thine infinite mercy 
hast given Tiiine oivn Body and Blood to be our spi- 
ritual food, to strengthen and refresh our souls; by 
thai immortal food Thou nourishest our souls to live 
the life of grace here, and quickenost in ua tlie hopes 
of life everlasting hereafter. Lord, evermore give me 
thiH bread ; evermore make me a partaker of those 
benefits which through Thy mercy this holy ordi- 
nance is instituted to convey. I desire to come to 
Thy table, O Lord, out of a deep sense of the want I 
have of that spiritiial feast to which Thou there in- 
■vitest me : 1 desire to come, to testily my sense of 
Thy love in dying for us, my stedfastnesa in the com- 
munion of Thy Church, and my charity to all the 
world. I hunger and thirst after Thy most blessed 
Body and Blood ; O feed, refresh, and nourish my soul 
therewith unto life everlasting. 

O blessed Jesus, so open my eye of faith to discern 
Thy Body and Blood in this Holy Sacrament; so 
dispose and prepare my soul at this time to commu- 
nicate ; so clothe me with the wedding-garment of 
righteousness, tliat I may be a welcome guest at Thy 
table ; give me a lively faith, profound humility, filial 
obedience, inflamed affection, universal charily, and 
raise in my soul all those heavenly transports of zeal 
and devotion, of love and desire, of joy and delight, of 
praise and thanksgiving, which become the solemn 
remembrance of a crucified Saviour, which become 
one redeemed by the Blood of God. Amen, most 
gracious Saviour. Amen. 



TO BE USED AT THE ALTAR. 



Al going to the Altar. 

In the multitude of Thy merciea, O Lord, do 1 now 
approach Thioe Altar, pardon my sina and receive 
me graciously. Amen. 

Al tlie Offertory. 

Blessed be Thou, O Lord God, for all thin^ come 
of Thee, and of Thine own do I now give Thee ; O let 
this nlins be an odour of a aweet Gmell, a sacrifice ac- 
ceptable and well-pleasing to Thee. 
Ac the Consecration. 

O blessed Jesu, in the bread broken I behold, with 
the eye of faith, Thy Body torn with whips, thoms, 
and nails : and in the wine poured out, Thy precious 
Blood shed for my sins. 

GI017 be to Thee, O Lamb of God, who didst offer 
Thyself a sacrifice to take away the sine of the whole 
world : Lord, have mercy on me, and take away mine 

While others are communicating. 
O my God, whom have I in Heaven but Thee ? 
and there is none on earth I deure in comparison of 
Thee. 

As the hart panteth after the water-brooka, SO 
panteth my soul after Thee, O God, my God. 

Blessed Saviour, Thou bast bought me with the 

inestimable priite of Tliy ovra Blood ; O suffer not 

price of Thy blood to perish. 
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Lord, I now desire to renew my covenant with 
riiee, and to glorify Thee henceforth in my body, 
ind in my spirit, which are Tliitic. 

By Thy Croas and pasaion, O Christ, be merciful 
o my unrighteousness, and remember my sins and 

By Thy crucified Body, deliver me from this body 
I of sin ajid death ; and by Thy life-giving Blood, pur^ 
from dead works, to serve Thee the 



living God. 

Lord, hear ; O Lord, forgive ; Lord, hearken 
and save : defer not, for Thy raerciea' sake, O ray 
God ; but haste Thee to help me, O Lord God of my 
saltation : come. Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 

Before receiving the Bread. 

Thou, O Chriat, hath said, That he who eateth Thy 

Flesh, and drinketh Thy Blood, shall have everlasting 

life : behold the servant of the Lard ; be it unto me 

according to Thy word. 

After receiving the Bread. 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord, who feedest me with 

the bread of life : O Lord God, who didst sanctify 

us by the offering of the Body of Jesua once for all ; 

sanctify me, even me also, O heavenly Father. 

Before receiving the Cup. 

1 will receive the cup of salvation, and call upon 
fhe Name of the Lord. 

Let this cup, O Lord, be unto me the cup 
blessing, the communion of Thy blessed Body and 
Blood. 

After receiving the Cup. 
Gloty be to Thee, O Lord Jeaua, who permittest 
z to drink of the fountain of hfe freely : Tlio<. 



t& 



AS OFriCE FOB 

I O blessed Savionr, hast loved us, and washwl OSTB 
Tliy Blood ; to Thee be glory and dominion ht em. 

Glory be to Thee, for thus feeding my soul iritl 
Thy most bleased Body and Blood : O let them Utiu 
fase new life into me, and aJl who communicate witi 
me, that our fiutb may duly iacrense. that we mv 
love, serve, and delight in Thee, and pr^se The 
more fervently, more incessantly, than ever we hw 
done heretofore. Amen, Amen, Amen. 



A lEAMKaOITIKa A 



EL RECBITING. 



O eow plentiful is Thy goodness, my Lord uu 
my God, which Thou hast laid up for them that fea 
Thee, and put tJieir trust in Thy mercy ! Was it w 
love infinite enough, to give Thyself for me on th 
cross ? Was not that sacrifice of Thyself fiufficienl 
Ail the mighty host of Heaven stood aniazed, to se 
the blood of God shed ; to see the King- of Glory, I 
whom from the first moment of their being, they ioi 
sung hallelujahs, nailed to a cross, to save ^nnert 
And sure none of those blessed spirits, with all ih 
glorious illumination they enjoyed, could ever haT 
imagined how Thou oouldst give Thyself more to n 
than Thou hast done ; and yet hast Thou wrongb 
new miracles of love for us; and, as if it had no 
been love enough to give Thyself for us on the crosf 
hast found out a way to give Thyself to ua, in Th; 
Holy Sacrament ; by this Thou bast united us to Tby 
self with the most intimate union : Thou art becom 
the very food, the life, strength, and support of ou 

What thanks, then, gracious Loi-d, can I retor 
Thee, for these wonders of Thy love to me a wretche 
sinner? O deaiest Saviour, raise Thou niy devotia 
highest pitch it can possibly reach, to pisu 
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i Thee ; enlarge my soul to its utmost extent, to love 
I Thee, How cud I ever again offend such riches of 
mercy as are in Thee ! and yet, while I carry this 
body of Bin about me, 1 fear I shall. But, Lord, I 
from my heart renounce and abhor aU things that 
displease Thee ; I reBolve to the utmost of ray power 

-esist all temptations, and to become as totally 
Thiae as my frail nature will permit me. O gracious 
Lord, who hast bo infinitely loved lis, and given 
everlasting consolation, and good hope through grc 
lomfort my heart, and for ever stabUsh it in ev 
jood word and work. 

Kejoice in the Lord Jeaus, O my soul, for of Him 
Cometh salvation. Glory he to Thee, O Lord God, 
for this blessed opjiortunity of coming to Thy Altar: 
O grant I may never more pollute my sonl, which 
Tbou, who art the God of purity, hast now made Thy 
temple. O gracious Lord, pardon all my failings, 
accept all my prayers and praises, and supply all my 
wants, which I sum up in Thy own blessed words. 

)ur Father, fitc. 



DET0TI0N8 
TO BE USED BY THE SICK. 



A PKAYEB FOB THE SICK WHES FIHST TAKEN ILL. 

O ALitiQETY Lord of Heaven and earth, who givest 
life, and health, and all other blessings, and recallest 
ihem as it pleaseth Thee ; I desire to behold Thy 
band in every thing that befalleth me, that under all 
Thy diBpenaations 1 may look up to Thee, the Author 
of them, and study to improve them to Thy glory. 
And now that I find myself discomposed, and sick- 
ness has already taken hold of me, I immediately tly 
to Thy almigh^ power, and unspeakable goodness, 
for relief, and do not Thou refuse to hear me when 
I call upon Thee. Give me grace to account of my 
distemper as Thy heavenly viailafion, and to hearken 
both to the rod and to Him that baa appointed it, 
and not only to bear Thy chastisement with submis- 
eion, but to seek that I may be made better by it, to ■ 
enquire into the end for which it comes, and faithTolly ' 
endeavour to answer Thy design in it. As it is » 
scourge for my sins, let it also be a cure for them. I 
so effectually awakening my soal to serve and please 
Thee, that I may no more return to folly, nor ever I 
allow myself in what tends to Thy dishonour and my I 
own destruction : or, if death is to be the end of this 
my sickness, let me die the death of the righteous, ! 
and let my last end be like his ; that I may leave the 1 
world as becomes a true disciple of our blessed Lord. 
with a steady affiance in His mediation, an luicon- 
cemedness for the things of this life, an unfeigned ' 



repentance for ail my Bins, and a cheerful resignation 
of my soul into Thy hands, as into tho hands of a 
loving God and merciful Father j through Jeaua Christ 
OUi Lord. Amen. 

WHEN THE MINISTZE IS ai3!fT FOE TO TISIT 

Almightt and most merciful Father, who. of Thy 
divine providence, hast appointed an order of men to 
officiate in Thy Name, not only aa Thine ambaesadors 
to call upon and entreat them to repent and he recon. 
ciled lo Thee, but moreover to make known Thy 
word and will to them, to administer Thy holy Sacra, 
menta, to be advocates to Thee for them, and to per- 
form all those offices which are necessary for building 
them up in their most holy faith ; bless the endeavours 
and assistance of him to whom I have now sent to give 
notice of my sickness ; for all his kind ofGccs must in- 
evitably prove of no service, if not accompanied with 
Thy grace, and prospered by Thy blessing : be with 
him therefore, O Lord, and prosper him in all his un- 
dertakings for my good ; hear all his prayers that he 
shall offer up for me, and grant me all the inestimable 
blessings he shall implore in my behalf. Open his 
mouth, that he may speak a word in season, and 
mine ears, that I may duly attend to whatsoever he 
shall lell rae after Thy law. and dispose my heart 
carefully and conscientiously to perform it. It is Thy 
own command, by the moulh of Thy holy Apostle, 
that if any be sick, he call for the elders of the 
Church to pray over him ; it is Thy promise, that 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick ; and, if he 
have coramitled sins, tliey shall be forgiven him. In 
obedience to this command, and in a stedfnst belief 
of this promise, I have now sent to my proper pastor, 
the minister of Thy Word and Sacraments, to cravg 
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his help in ray great neceBsity : O let Thy Holy Spirit 
be present with him, and make his endeavours to 
prepare and fit me for my last great change 8U0- 
ceasful and effectual, through Jesus Clirist our Lord. 

ON BENDING FOK THE PHYSICIAN, 
O tioat gracious Lord God, on vrhora is a.11 my 
dependence, and of whose abundant mercy it is that 
I am now in the land of the Uving, though ; 
sent in a weak and languishing condition; succour and 
relieve me for Thy mercy's sake. 1 am desirous to 
make use of such means as Thou hast appointed in 
order to a recovery, that I may not seem to slight 
that life which Thou hast condescended to bestow 
upon me, and hitherto to continue to me. And, for- 
asmuch as Thou hast ordained the physician for the 
benefit of those who languish under any bodily dis- 
temper, I have resolved to try his ski!! in order lo a 
cure. But my chief hope is in Thee, O be Thou 
my helper, for without Thee vain is the help of man. 
Direct Thy servant to what may be proper for me, 
and let Thy blessing accompany hia prescriptions, 
and give success unto them. All the most efficacious 
methods of cure are nothing of themselves, nor can 
work fartlier than Thou empowerest them ; to Thee 
therefore I address myself for Thy ooncuri'ence witli 
them ; it is hut for Thee to speak the word, and Thy 
servant shall be healed : O may it please Thee to issue 
out Thy command, and it shall not be in vain that l 
am about to use the means that shall be directed! 
but never permit me to put my trust in whatsoever, 
medicine, but only in Thy blessing, without whicll. 
all inferior assistances will be found of no advantage.; 
Thou ai't the great Physician that alone canst effec- 
tually remove all my mnladies, and all other helps are 

•• - ^ a g . T - 



but instruments in Tby hands, that work according' 
to Thy good pleasure ; be Thou with me, to g'uiciu 
and assist, to bless and prosper them, to Thine own 
glory, and to the welfare of Thine unworthy servant, 
who here most humbly sues to Thee for pity, through 
Jesus Christ our I^ord. Amen. 

rpON TAKING PHYSIC. 

O LoKD, the Father of mercies and God of all 
consolation, our only help in time of need ; I most 
humbly supplicate Thy favour to Thy faithful servant, 
lying under Thy correction. Lay no more upon me 
than Thou wilt enable me to bear, consider my feeble 
mortal constitution, and proportion my distemper to 
my strength, that I may know how to bear it with a. 
true Christian patience and resignation to Thy Divine 
will. Hear my complaints, and remove the cause of 
them, as shall seem to Thee moat expedient for me. 
Give a blessing to what I now take, in order to re- 
covery of my lost health : be Thou my chief Physi- 
cian, for Thy direction cannot fail me. And seeing 
I put my whole trust in Thee, vouchsafe of Thy great 
mercy to administer to me in my necessity, and to 
grant me ease, and comfort, and health, here in this 
world, and fit me for everlasting life with Thee and 
Thy holy angels and SMnts in the world to come, 
through our Lord Jeaua Christ. Amen. 

UPON APPBABANCB OF RBCOVEHT. 

Almighty and ever-blessed Lord God, from whom 
are the issues of life and death, who killest and niakest 
alive, bringest to the grave, and bringest back again ; 
I desire, with a heart full of unfeigned gratitude, to 

froclaim Thy great goodness towards me at this time ; 
praise Thee for Thy seasonable correction, whereby 
to put me in mind of my natural frailty and mortality, 



heyotioitb 

to wean my affections from thia Tain, transtory i 
and put me upon tlie more diligent preparation o 
te\( for another, and a better. Blessed be Thy I 
that Thou didst not immediately cut me off w 
warning, as Thou mightest justly have done ; ai 
only hast allowed me a space of reflection, wher 
(let my soul into a filter poature for appearing ' 
Thy dreadful tribunal, but now givest me hope 
space to reduce my holy purposes and reaolutior 
practice. May it seem good in Thy sight to p 
that recovery Thou haat begun in me, and to 
me a longer continuance here, not for the gra 
tion of any worldly or sensual inclination or aff 
in me, but to the end that, by the good improT< 
of the time Thou shalt allow me, I may obtain a 
pleter conquest over ail sorts of yice and wiekei 
and a greater readiness to the performance ( 
duty to Thee ; may cleanse myself from all filtl 
of flesh and spirit, and may perfect holiness ii 
fear, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

UPON A BECOVEBT FROM BtCKSESS. 
O HOLT and most gracious Lord God, who t 
finitely good to all them who put their trust in ' 
I have not only learned by the healing of the ea 
my own late, besides former, experience has t 
roe, that Thou art abundant in goodness and n 
It is in Thee I live, move, and have my being 
Thou hast, in a particular manner, expressed Th; 
to me, in lifting me up from the gates of death, 
hast brought my soul from the grave, and hast 
me alive, that I should not go down into the 
for this, and all other Thy undesersed favour 
ever blessed he Thy holy Name. Lord, I ean 
desire that my heart may be duly affected W 
of them, and that I may never dare to i 
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such traQBcendent loving-kindness ; but whatever 

length Thou addest to my days may be faithfully 

I spent in observing Thy laws, and exalting Thy 

[, praise. I am, by Thy mercy, made whole ; make 

; also strictly watchful over mjeelf, that I si' 

ire, lest a worse thing come unto me, Let the 

ijideration of the weak condition I have been in, have 

such influence on my mind, that I may not dare to 

neglect it, or defer any part of my duty, lest I be 

snatched away before it be fiziished. I know not how 

soon I may be reduced to the same, or a worse estate, 

when 1 shall be able to do very little for myself; ( 

e therefore to take care in time to make my calling 
and election sure, that such a visitation may be no 
surprise to me, nor be able to terrify me with the 
dread of an unhappy death. As Thou hast given me 
a space for amendment, give me moreover a heart 
cheerfully to amend whatever is amiss in me. Make 
me always mindful how frail I am, and how unable to 
Etand the shock of another sickness, whensoever Thou 
siialt send it; and give me grace, in the mean time, 
lo do what it may be then too late to wish I had done, 
no one sin have dominion over me, nor any temp- 
a prevail again»:t me, or render me in any wise 
regardless of the indispensable obligations I stand in 
:o Thee, my most loving Saviour and Deliverer. Work 
;n me both to will and to do according to Thy g 
ivill and pleasure ; and whilst Thou seest fit to c 
linue me here, let every day Thou addest to my life 
bring me a step nearer to the fruition of Thine ever- 

I lasting glory. Grant this, Father, for Jesus Christ's 
Bake, oitr only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen, 



D Lord, now 1 am hasting on to the end 

of my life, remember not against me the great and 
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manifold errors thereof; but let them all be i 
done away by Thy mercy, and my blessed Sai 
merits, and my own true repentance. Let me 
to my great cuange without guilt, and foresee i 
proaches without fear or impatience. And, 
I may always stand ready to give a good acco 
my life unto Thee, and that I may fight the 
figlil of faith with conBtancy and perseveranB 
finish my course with joy, and never Bleep in b\ 
lie down in misery and sorrow. And since a 
is now summoned to meet the Bridegroom, di 
O Lord, in a wedding garment, fit to appear 
train ; give me oil in my lamp, and grace to 1 
always burning, sending up a pure and holy 
tliat when the door opena, I may be ready to ei 
with Him. Enable my soul to strip itself of all 
affections before it leaves my body, and to he i 
mind and disposition with the holy angels, and 
fied spirits, before it goes to keep them company. 
O my God, let me not forget that this is like to 
last trial which Thou wilt afford me of renounci 
own will, and resigning myself to Thine, and of 
ing forth devotion of spirit, and all holy obedienc 
patience, and faith, and humble confidence in 
and make me therefore watch for all opportuni 
exercising the some, and do them diligently, 
last labours for immortality, and for securinj 
everlasting mercy, thraugh Jesus Christ my 

AailNBT THE TEAR OF DEATH. 

O MOST gracious and merciful Father, gi' 
grace to be always ready to obey Thy summoB 
willmg to depart this life when Thou callest. 
've me all my sins which are the sting of deatl 

may prepare to meet it as a harmless thin. 



1 cannot hurt me, as a release from those weaknesses 

sorrows which render my life a burden to r 
I Let not my spirit be broken with dreadful apprehen- 
I Bions of dying under the load of Thy heavy displea- 
=, but make me to remember Thy infinite mercies, 
inexhaustible treasures of Thy goodness and cle- 
I mency, and let the consideration thereof fortify my 
mind agdnst the horrors of this dreadful hour ; 
etreng-then me with a comfortable hope in Thee, 
a stedfast faith in Thy Son's blood, and let me 
I be afraid of that which through Thy mercy will be 
a happy passage into Thy kingdom, the gate of ever- 
lasting- bliss and glory, through Jesus Christ my 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 



Righteous art Thou, O Lord, in all those piuns 
ind sorrows which punish my sina, and try my pa- 
ience, and I have none to accuse or complain of for 
he same but myself. I receive my sickness as 
chastisement of my sins; correct me, O Lord, that 
u mayest not condemn me. and let me be judged 
for my sins here, that I may have nothing hut m 
without judgment In receive at Thine hands liere- 
J after. But judge me, O my God, with mercy and 
M not in Thine anger, judge me not as my sins deserve, 
'A but according as my weakness can bear, and accord- 
ing as Thy compassions are wont to roitigale Thy 
iudgmcnts. I am weary of my sins; with grief of 
lipart rand deep humility, I bewail them before Thy 
,1 dreadful Majesty, with bitterness of soul I lament and 
-^ detest my disobedience and unthank fulness to Thee 
abhor my own vilenesa on account thereof. 
I Lord, I am wearied and heavy laden with the burden 
jj of my sins, I come unto Thc^e for a release from 
J them; O let me, a-'civdiriL' lo Thy promise, find ease 



and refreshment, O God of all grace, accept n 
perfect repentance, and blot out all my misdeei 
the sake of Thine own boundless mercies and 
ious promiBeE, and the infinite merits of Th 
Jeaus ChnstourLord. Amen. 



O Almighty Lord, under all my weakoei 
pain, I trust entirely in Thee who hast been my 
and defence in many troubles, and art ready to 
atiU; who inviteat ua most loyingly to cast i 
care upon Thee, and never failest them thai 
Thee, I trust to Thy wisdom to choose for me 
than I can choose for myself, to Thy power t 
and support me where I am weak and without sti 
and to Thy fatherly love and care to deal 
my sorrows with tenderness, and to turn them 
my good and greater comfort in the end. And 
I rest upon Thee as my rock and stay, let me m 
under Thy visitation by dejection and fainb 
spirit, nor imagine my distress greater than 
endure ; for Thou, Lord, knowest what I ca 
better than I do myself, and if Thoa had 
known me strong enough to endure througl 
grace these scTere pains, Thou wouldst noi 
inflicted them, and even now Thou wilt eitl 
move or mitigate them when I can abide no 
Give me grace, O Father, resolutely to heal 
and bless Thee for them ; let Thy strength bi 
perfect in my weakness. let not any rebellious th 
or reluctant munuurings arise in me, but give 
missive and resigned, a patient and humble 
be Thou my support and comfort under all n 
whilst I live, and my blessed portion v 
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O LoBD my God, rebuke me not I beseech Thee 
n Thy fierce indignation against iny sins, either ii 
this life or at the day of judgment, neither chasten 

)r coiTect me in thy hot diepleaaure, by condemning 

e to eternal death. 

2. Have mercy and compassion upon me according 
to Thy accustomed goodness, Lord, for I am weak 
and imi by nature, strengthen me therefore by Thy 
grace, O Lord, and heal me hy curing the infirmities 
of my soul, for they ai-e multiplied bo greatly upon 
me, that my bones and all my inward parts are ve: 
and disquieted with the remembrance of them. 

3. My sinful soul, considering my manifold of- 
fences, and tremhUng at the thouglit of Thy just 
anger against them, is also (like as is my flesh) sore 
troubled, and almost at the point of desperation^ but 
Thou, O Lord, that desirest not the death of a sinr 
how long will it be ere Thou look upon rae, and bring 

out of this misery ? 

. Return from the rigour of Thy justice, O Lord, 
to the sweetness of Thy mercy, and deliver my soul 

n the bondage of sin ; O Lord, save me from the 
assaults of the devil, not for any merits of mine, bi 
for Thy mercy's sake in Christ Jeaus my Saviour. 

5. For in death there ia no remembrance of Thei 
o praise and glorify Thy name, and who, surely nor 
there is, that shall give Thee thanks, or celebrate Thy 
goodness in the grave of hell, where notliing is t 



W^ 



104 DETOTIONS 

be heard but 'weeping, gnashing of teeth, and 111 

6. I am weary and faint with toy groaaing t 
Bigbiog for my transgressions; every night whe 
Bbould take ray rest, I wash my bed weeping 
them, and water my couch, the place of my rcEt, v 
my tears of unfeigned repentance. 

7. Mine eye of reason and understanding is c 
sumed, and growetb weak because of the grief I ti 
fearing Thy judgments; yea, it waxeth old, asdic 
tinue in sin because of the united forces of aQ n 
enemies, the world, the flesh, and the deril. 

8. Depart therefore far from me, all ye n 
enemies which are and have been the workers 
causes of mine iniquity, by your temptations and 
esaroples, for henceforth I will have no more to 
with you, for my conscience assureth me that 
Lord of His infinite goodness hath heard and pi 
the voice of my weeping, and therefore I should 
unthankful to Him to return to those sius which 
in His mercy bath forgiven. 

9. The Lord (I cannot repeat it too oflen) I 
graciously heard my earnest supplication for 
pardon of my sins, and He. the Lord plentiful in p 
hath not only now but will also hereafter receive 
prayer, whensoever I call faithfully upon Him. 

10. Let all mine enemies, therefore, who h 
sought my destruction, be ashamed at my com 
eion, and be sore vexed and troubled at the c 
sideration of God's judgments ; let them no Ion 
delay, but repent and return to the Lord, and 
ashamed that they have so long deferred their c 
version, and suddenly, without any longer delay, m; 
their peace with Him by unfeigned repentance, 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 



rSAI.M XXXII. 

Blessed is he in thia life in assured hope, and 
thrice blessed in full and perfect fruition in tho life 
to come, whose transgression by God's mercy is for. 
given, in respect of the offence, and whose sin by 
the imputation of Christ's righteousness is so covered 
in this world, that it shall not be laid open at the day 
of judgment, in respect of punishment. 

2- Blessed and happy is the man unto whom in 
regard either of offence or punishment, the Lord ac- 
cepting the merits of Christ imputeth no sin, biit 
giveth 80 ample a remission of theoi that He taketh 
BO notice of any sin in him, and in whose spirit as 
^»elI as in outward show is no guile, but he penitently 
without hypocrisy bewaileth his offences. 
- 3. When I myself {I speak by experience) kept 
silence, dissembling and covering my sins, wherewith 
my conscience was oppressed, my bones and inward 
parts waaed old and feeble tlirough my roaring, 
■wliich God regarded not, though I cried all the day 
long, and that because I confessed not my sins aright 

4. For day and night continually Thy hard hand 
of affliction was heavy upon me, to punish my ob- 
Btinacy and to reduce me to repentance, and by 
reason thereof my moisture and vigour which I for- 
merly had, is turned to the drought of summer, and 
is almost withered and dried. 

5. My sin therefore at the last (being thus handled 
by Thee) did I resolve to acknowledge unto Thee, 
in contrition of soul, and mine iniquity which I for- 
merly concealed, I have not any longer hid but humbly 
confessed unto Thee. 

6. I farther said within myself when Thy grace 
begau to work in me, that I will no longer continue 




me ta prajr, bo shall every one oT what < 
Boever that b godly (for Ihe just also fall) ei 
Thee, O Lord, in a time when Thou mayeet | 
in a fit season : but in the greatest danger ( 
and Bwelling of the great waters of afflicti^ 
will to preserve the ju9t man that they shall 
power to come nigh unto him, to oppress , 
whelm him. 

8. Thou. O God, art my hiding-place ao 
in all tribulations: Thou (for in none oth 
trust) Bhalt preserve me by Thy power from 
and adversity. Thou shalt compass me ab< 
Thy mercy, and I will sing unto Thee songs 
for my deliverance. 

9. I will instruct thee (saith God), O man 
wilt be ruled by Me, and teach thee is th^ 
righteousness, which thou shalt walk in; 
erring : I will guide thee in the right way ^ 
eye of providence that no evil shall hapj 
thee. 

10. Be ye not therefore, O foolish men (rai 
BO careful over you), without reason, as thq 
horse and dull mule, which have no under 
to bridle their headstrong desires ^ whose has 




1 1 . Many soitowb either in this world, or tonnents 
in the world to come, shall be to the obstinate and 
unrepentant wicked ; but he tbat with his whole 
heart dependeth on, and tmsteth in the Lord his 
God, the mercy of the same God shall compass and 
defend him on every side from aU dan^rs, 

12. Be glad then, O ye servants of the Most High 
' I the sakation of the Lord, and not in your own 
strength, and rejoice in fervency of spirit ye that are 

I just and righteous; shout for joy in the comfort of 
';nce all ye that are upright in heart, 
because the Lord is gracious to those that love Him, 
and hath delight in the prosperity of His servants. 
Glory he to the Father, &c. 

PSAIM XXXVIII. 

O IjOBD, I do not altogether decline and refuse 
1 Thy correction ; only this I require of Thee, that 
] Thou rebuke me not in Thy fierce wrath, by con- 
demning me with the reprobate, neither chasten me, 
poor sinner, too severely by the extraordinary afflic- 
■ IB of this life in Thy hot displeasure. 

t is not without cause that I should thus deprecate 
Thine anger, for Thine arrows of grief and anguish 
stick fast in mc, and are sore upon me already, and 
Thy hand of present afflictions presseth and troubleth 

, There is no soundness nor health in my flesh, 

J because of the ve heme ncy of Thine anger against me; 

either is there any rest or quiet in ray bones and 

J inward parts, when I consider that Thy displeasure 

] ariseth towards me, because of the griei 






. For having collected my thoughts, 1 find that 
■ ' 9 which hitherto I regarded i 
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Esany th&t the; ore gone over mj head, Qtef fen 
roj UDdentanding for quvititj' and quality, and 
h^Tj burden for tbe weight of them, they hai 
come too heavy for me lo bear any longer, the? 
me down bo much that I cannot luok up to Heai 
heavenly things. 

5. My wounds which hId hsth made id my 
RcieDce, Btink in Thy nostrib. O God, and the 
•o ftbominable that now they corrupt and pntr 
mine own eight; and all this is come upon me be 
of my foolishness, that have let them go bo loni 
searched and unrepented of that they are altnos 
cure or remedy. 

6. I am troubled therefore, that I have so Ion 
off my conversion ; I am bowed and pressed 
with the weight of my tranagresaionE, and am 
bled in bouI for them greatly, and crave pard< 
them ; I go mourning and grieving all the day 
bewailing the former time of my life mie-spent- 

7. For my loina are filled and infected w 
loathsome disease of carnal concupiscence, and 
ia no BoundneBS nor goodness at all in my fiesi 
that it rebelleth against the spirit. 

6. I am feeble in body and sore broken in ) 
insomuch that considering with myself how ) 
Dusly I have offended Thee, I have roared and 
bitterly by reason of the disquietness of my < 
heart, O Lord forgive my offences. 

9. Lord, who Imowest all things and dost m 
into the hearts of all men, all my deeire to he i^ 
ciled to Thee, and to lead a new life, is before 1 
Thou knowest it, and my groaning and earnest pi 
mingled with sighs and tears, is not hid irom ' 
but I hope is ascended into Thy presence. 

10. My heart which hath lost Ihe peace of 
: panteth with fear of Thy judgments : 
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wonted strength faileth me and I am grown weai ; 
as for the hght of mine inward eyes wherewith I was 
wont to discem good from evil, it also is dim mid 
gone from me, and I am become like to them that 
walk in darltnesa. 

1 1. My luvera and those which I took for friends, 
becHiiHe they see me go ahout to forsake ray evil 
course, stand aloof from my sore, and instead of 
giving me comfort become mine adversaries; oad 
my kinsmen, who in prosperity fawned on me, stand 
a&r off and leave me comfortless. 

12. They also of mine enemies, that seek after the 
ruin of my life and eternal happiness, lay snares and 
temptations for nie, and they that eeek my hurt in 
bereaving me of my good name, speak mischievous 
and false things to my reproach, and imagine deceit, 
how to divert me from tlie right way all the day 
long. 

13. But 1 being resolved to persist in the way 
of repentance, and to trust wholly in the mercy of 
God, behaved myself to them as a deaf man giving 
DO ear to their allurements, and made as though I 
heard them not, and I was in my behaviour to them 
as a dumb man, that knew not how to speak, or that 

7 openeth not his mouth. 

14. Thus careful was I lest mine enemies should 
entrap me, and I continued still as a man that heareth 
not. nor is moved with their temptations, and in 
whose mouth (notwithstanding their evil deeds lo 
me) are no reproofs. 

15. For in Thee, Lord (let them do what they 
can), do I hope and put my confidence, that Thou 
wilt keep Thy promise and hear me when I call upon 
Thee, O Lord my God and Saviour. 

16. For I said in my prayers to Thee, Hear me, 
O Lord, lest if Thou forsake me they should rejoice 
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and triumph over me : for when as soon aa my 
of faith alippeth ever so little by infirmity, they jro> , 
•ently imagine thatTtiou hast forsaken me, and 
nify Uiemeelvca as though they had obtained a Ticloryi 
against me. i 

17. For I cannot marvel that they should do aV' 
considering that when I feel the weight of mydll^' 
1 myself am ready to halt and despair; and dia 
reason of my sorrow is because Thy judgments 
ever before me and in my thoughts. 

18. For remedy whereof. I will declare and confe»! 
to Thee, Lord, in the bitterness of my soul, mj 
iniquity, and take revenge of myself for it; yea, I 
will he as long as I live heartily sorry and mwi 
grieved for my ain past, though it be forgiven. 

19. But mine enemies think not of forsaking their 
ways, they are lively and merry and cry peace, peace 
to their gouIb, and they are strong to do evil: and 
they also that hate me, because they see my con- 
version, wrongfully and without cause are multiplitd 
and exceedingly increased. 

20. They also that unthankfuUy render evil to me 
for the good which I have done unto them, are be- 
come mine adversaries, and do unto me all the nut- 
chief they can, and why? because they perceive mj 
conversion, and that I follow and love the thing that 
good is, which they hate. 

21. Forsake me not either in teraptatioii or tribula- 
tion, O Lord, the Author of my salvation ; O my God, 
whom I desire to serve, be not far from me by with- 
drawing Thy grace from me. 

22. Make haste (lest I faint under the burden of 
my sins) to help me against mine enemies, O Lord, 
who art my only stay in this life, and my solvation in 





PSAXM LI, 

Have mercy upon me a miserable Bimier, O God 
full of mercy and compasaion, according to Thy loving 
and infinite kindness to the sons of men ; and as ray 
infinite, bo according to the multitude of Thy 
tender mercies, which Thou hast ever shewed to peni- 
tent sinners, blot out of the hoolt of Thy remembrance 
my innumerable transgression b. 

2. Wash me thoroughly with the blood of Thy 
dear Son from mine iniquity, whereby I have so 
often offended Thy Majesty, and cleanse me in the 
founttdn of Thy mercies from my sin, whereby I have 
HO often offended my neighbour. 

3. For behold, Lord, I hide not nor excuse, hut 
in the bitter tears of repentance acknowledge and 
confess my horrible franagressiona agiiinst Thee ; and 
my grievous sin in which I did for a time take delight 
is grown odious to me, and is ever before me in 

4. Against Thee, most merciful Father, only have 
I sinned ; and though I were ashamed to commit sin 
in the eight of men, yet I have done this great evil in 
Thy all-seeing sight: yet, O Lord, be merciful to me, 
and pardon it, that Thou mightest be justified, and 
found true and faithful when Thou speakest, as Thou 
haBt often done, of mercy and forgiveness to the peni- 
tent ; and be clear from (he imputation of injustice, 
when Thou art arrogantly and falsely judged for seve- 
rity ; Thy punishments being just, though the eyes of 
our understanding be not so clear as to perceive the 
justice of them. 

5. Behold, O Lord, that I, as all mankind, was 
shapen in the iniquity of original sin, from which 
fountain sprlngeth my misery; and in sin. 
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cupiscence did mj mother conceive me, (rom ' 
groweth the infirmity of my flesh. 

6. Behold, also, O Lord, I know that "Riou 
eat truth, faith, and integrity, in the inward pi 
my conscience ; and in llie hidden part of m 
Houl, Thou ahalt make me, by the illumiD^iuon 
Holy Spirit, tc know wisdom to eternal liie, 

7. Purge me, a leprous sinner, with spirituE 
sop, the hlood of Thy Son, instead of the I 
wliich was wont to cleanse the leprous under thi 
and by that blood I shall be clean, and purifiei 
the leprosy of sin : wash me in the fount^n o 
grace, and then, by the tears of repentance ai 
merits of my Saviour, I shall be whiter in Tbj 

8. Make me, poor wretch, to hear of, and se 
feel, the joy and comfort of the Temission of m 
and let me find gladness in the promise of liff 
nal, that the spiritual bones of my soul, which 
hast broken with temptAtions and afflictions, m 
joice, and give Thee thanks and praise. 

9. Hide and turn away Thy face and wr 
countenance from my sins ; lay them not t 
charge ; and blot out of Thy register all my L 
ties, that they never appear to condemn me, 

10. Create in me (polluted wretch) a cleai 
pure heart, O God, the Creator of all things 
renew, by Thy grace, a right and sanctified 
within me, 

11. Cast me not away into the pit of det 
tion, by debarring me from Thy presence, " 
only is fulness of joy, and take not for ever 
Holy Spirit of comfort from me. 

12. Restore unto me the unspeakable joy of 
salvation in Christ Jesus, which they feel in 

inces, whose sins Thou remlttest ; and, 
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I reinstated in Thy favour, uphold and keep n 
from falling again, with Thy free, powerful, and sa 
[ icg Spirit. 

13. Then, even when I shall he restored, I will, by 
I word of eshortation, and example of converBatioii, 
1 teach tranBgresBorB how they shall keep Thy ways 
fc^ and commandments ; and hy that means (Thy grace ; 
I eisting) they which now are sinners shall forsake their 
fl wickedness, and shall be troly converted unto Thee, 
It 14. Deliver me, and acquit me, from my former 
B offences, and keep me henceforth from hlood-guilti- 
B nesB and carnal corruptions, O God, my Protector ; 
rt^ Thou, God, which art my Redeemer, and the Au- 
j. thor of my salvation : and all the days of my life n 
Ci tongue, for joy thereof, shall sing unto Thee, and that 
K aloud and cheerfully, and praise Thy name, by e 
fl tolling of Thy righteousness, who dost justify sinnei 
B and art merciful to the penitent. 
5 15. O Lord, Thou givest wisdom to the simple ; 
j; open Thou my lips, which are closed by sin, from 
J^ doing any service unto Thee, and then, with boldness, 
^ my mouth shall utter and shew forth Thy praise, for 
5 to Thee alone belongeth all honour and glory. 
1 IS. For Thou, O God, desirest not that I should 
offer the sacrifice of goats and calves to expiate my 
offences; else would I willingly give it, and lay it on 
Thine altar : hut Thou (having by sending Thy Son 
Christ JeeuB, abrogated the ceremonies of the law) 
delightest not any longer in burnt- offerings, but ii 
obedience to Tliy commandments. 

17. The sacrifices accepted of God, and whereby 
re are in Christ reconciled to Him, are a broken and 
humble spirit, dejected with the sight of sin : a broken 
and a contrite heart, truly mortified and repentant, O 
God, Thou hast promised that Tfaou wilt not despise, 
but lovingly accept. 
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18. Do good. God, in Thy good pleasure, and 
be favourable and gracious aato Sion, Thy Catholic 
Church; build Thou upon a eure foundation of reK- 
gioii, and eetaliUah tlie hearts of Thy saiats and wr- 
yants, the walls of Thy Church, Jerusalem. 

19, Then shall Thou, in Christ Jesus, be pleased 
■with us, and with the sacrifice of righteouBness in 
Thy congregation, and with burnt- offerings and obla- 
tions of our hearts: then shall they. Thy Berrants, 

upon Thine altar, in Thy presence, to the honour of 
Thy most holy Name. Glory be to the Father, &c 
Pbaim cii. 
He4k my prayer, which in the bitterness of my 
Mul I make to Thee, Lord, whose mercy is the 
sanctuary of diatresaed Binuers, and let nothing Bland 
between that mercy and mc which may hinder mv 
cry to come to Thee. 

2. Hide not Thy face, turn not away Thy coimle- 
nance from me, us if Thou wert offended at me, bnt 
rather, in the day of adversity, when I am in trouble 
and sorrow, incline Thine ears of pity unto me, asd ' 
that right soon and speedily, | 

3. For my days which I have misspent are cOD-l 
sumed away like smoke, which, for want of substance, ' 
resolveth into nothing; and my bones, which by mj 
broken spirit are dried up, are burnt up as a fitt. 
brand. 

4. My heart is dejected, and smitten witt Hit 
thought of Thy justice ; and it is withered, with re- 
membrance of Thy judgments, like grass, without 
juice or Bap : so liat, in this anguish of soul, I forget 
and loath to eat my bread. 

5. By reason of the grievous voice of my groaning, 
sighs, and tears, 1 am consumed away, that my bonei, 
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iot want of flesh, cleave to my Ekin; and I am no. 
thing but skin and bone. 

■>. I am, for shame that I have offended Thee, be- 
ne in condition like a pelican, that liveth solitary 
Lhe wilderness; and I am hke an owl, not daring 
I- to be seen, that avoideth the light, and is continually 
D the desert, shunning the company of other birds. 

7. I watch, and sleep not, for the thought of my 
iaB; and am as a sparrow, that careth for no com- 
I pany, sitteth alone, making grievous lamentation in 
mournful note upon the house-top- 

3. Mine enemies, seeing me thus penitent, reproach 
me ^th opprobrious speeches all the day, continually 
deriding me : and they that (while I was their com- 
3 panion in sin) applauded nie, are, upon my conver- 
h aion, mad against me, and do combine, and are sworn 
T to do me mischief: and to that end set themselves 
I ag^nst me, 

C a. For this cause, taking no pleasure in this world, 
? I have eaten ashes, and fed upon coarse meat, like as 
& it were upon fine bread, and dainty fare ; and I have 
( mingled my diink with tears, weeping and lamenting 

*" 10. Because of Thy indignation against me for 
» them, and Thy wrath for my bad life past, all this evil 
b and more hath befallen me ; for Thou hast lifted me 
^ up very high, and from thence hath cast me down, 
fi that my fall might be the greater. 

11. My days, few and evil, are passed hke a sha- 
IJ dow upon a sun-dial, that declineth toward the even- 
J, ing : and I that lately seemed to flourish, am withered 
^ and dried, like grass, without sap, for want of Thy 
1^ comfort. 

^ 12. But Thou, Lord, which wert and art, shalt 
^ continue immutable, and shalt endure .or ever, while 
M sH transitory things pass and come to nothing : 
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Thy glorious works sball be hod in remembrance un 
all generations, even unto Ihe end of the world. 

13. Tiiou, O Ijord, who seemest to men to dee 
ehalt arise in Thy strength, and have mercy and cat 
paHBion upon Sion, Thy Church militant : for the til 
to look upon her, and favour her, is at hand, yea, t 
Bet time which Thou hast decreed for her deliverani 
is, or will not be long ere it come. 

14. For they which he Thy true and feithfol tt 
vtmts take pleasure and delight in her stones (tb 
fellow- servants), and are glad when they see tin 
prosper, and favour and pity the very dust and rul 
thereof, when they see them under persecution. 

15. So that when they shall be delivered iTom tin 
misery, the very heathen shall fear and tremble at t 
Name of Ike Lord, and be converted to Hlni ; t 
all the kings and potentates of the earth, which ni 
oppose the truth, shall acknowledge Thee, O Lord, 
be the King of kings, and Lord of lords, and be afii 
at the greatness of Thy glory and majesty. 

16. When the Lord, hy His almighty power, sfa 
build up Sion, and repair the ruins of His Church, ] 
shall, to the confusion of His enemies, appear in I 
glory, which they shall not he able to endure. 

17. He will then, in mercy, regard and hearken 
the prayer of His poor servants, and the destitute 
His help ; and not any longer seem to turn aw 
His face from them, nur despise their prayer and ei 
nest supplications. 

18. This mercy of His shall then be recorded a 
written, as a remembrance for the generations 
come, even to the end of the world, which shall i 
tempt the like against His Church : and the peo] 
yet U[]born, that shall succeed, and be created, 
ages to come, shall praise and magnify the Lord, w 

doth marvellous things. 



19. For He hatli in mercy, by sending His Son 
Christ Jesus, looked down from, the height of His 
Bauctuary, His haly place : even from Heaven, Hie 
Father's bosom, did the Lord Jesus behold the earth, 
and had compassion upon all the Bona of men. 

20. To hear and pity the groaning of the prisoners, 
such as did groan under the burden of the law : and 
to loose, and set at liberty by His passion and inler- 
cession, those of the posterity of Adam, that are ap- 
pointed to suffer deatli for not fuIfiUing the same. 

21. To the end that they being so delivered, may 
declare and shew the power and the name of the 
Lord, which is Jesus the Saviour, in Sion, Hia 
Church; and magnify and extol His praise in Jeru- 
salem, His holy habitation. 

22. When the faithful people, which are yet dis. 
persed over the face of the earth, arc gathered together, 
and are made one congregation ; and the kingdoms 
of the earth which are yet in darkness are instruot^d 
to serve Thee, tlie only Lord of Heaven and earth. 

23. He, even the Lord, in the time of this expecta- 
tion, hath weakened and abated my strength, so that 
I can do no good of myself in the way of this my 
earthly pilgrimage : He hath shortened and cut off 
my days, by afflicting me for ray sin. 

24. I said, in thiti weakness and ang^sh of my 
Boul, O my God, withdraw not now Thj mercy from 
me, and take me not away out of this world in the 
midst of my days, the chief time of ray strength ; as 
for Thy years, as they are from all eternity, so shall 
they endure throughout all generations, even for ever. 

25. Of old, at the beginning of time, hast Thou, of 
Thine own power, laid and created the foundation of 
the eartli (the visible world and all things in it) : and 
the heavens and firmament thereof are only the work 
of Thy almighty hands and power. 



26. They, even Heaven and eartb, and all things in 
them, shall pass away and perieh Trom the form they 

J now have : but Thou, O Lord, the Creator of them, 

( shalt endure immutable. Yea, all of them as Thou 

hast decreed shall wax old and consume with age, 

a garment long worn; and aa a vesture or gw- 

t shalt Thou, by the sound of the last tnimp, 

change and diseolve them; and they shall yield to 

] Thy power, and be changed. 

27. But Thou, O Lord, art the same, always u 
1 changeable ; and Thy years, being from all eternity, 
' shall have no end. but conlinue for ever. 

28. The children and posterity of Tliy faithfid ser- 
rants, begotten by the seedsmen of Thy word, s' " 
continue in grace in this life, and their righteous ! 
shall stand fast, and be established for ever, toge: 
with them in glory hereafter, and enjoy everlasting 
happiness before Thee in Thy blessed presence. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

FSALHCXZX. 

Out of the depths of temptations, dangers, 

) sorrow for my sins, wherein my spirit is almost over- 

whelmed, have I, by fervent prayer, cried and called 

I Thee, O Lord, who only art able to give n 

2. Lord, of Thy mercy haste Thee, and hear my 
foice and petition, aud dcUver me from my misery, 
1 O my God ; let Thy ears of pity and compassion be 
1 attentive to consider, and well weigh the lamentable 
) voice of my bumble supplications ; and let not my 
. prayer return unpitied, or unheard of Thee. 
J 3. If Thou, Lord, contrary to Thy disposition, 
. shouldst be so exact and extreme, as in the rigour of 
Thy justice, to mark tlie iniquities which we, by onr 
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^ natural corruption, ddly fall into, and puniBh us 
cardingly: O good Lord, who? none, not the i 
j upright, shall be ahle to answer, one for a thousand, 
5 or stand before Thee without much horror, at Thy 
;^ judgment-seat. 

jl 4. But for the comfort of poor wretched sinnen 
and to keep us from utter desperation, we find it n 
corded by the Holy Spirit, that there is forgiveness 
, and mercy towards sinners repenting, with 
Thee, by Jesus Christ, who came to save them r and 
J yet this mercy of Thine is tied with such conditions, 
I that Thou, who always art just, mayest be also feared, 
1 lest Thy lenity should be abused. 

". I for my part, wait, and confidently expect, for 
the Lord, to receive mercy from Him : my sinful, but 
P repentant soul waits to receive conBolatior 
I His word (whereby He promiscth mercy to repentant 
t sinners) do I hope, and place my whole confidence ; 
: because I know, that He which hath promised i 

\ 6. My sinful soul in this espectation waiteth for 

I the Lord, and tarrieth His good pleasure to comfort 

j it, more earnestly than thoy that in a disconsolate 

) long night watch for the morning ; yea (I say it 

' again) more zealously than they that are weary of 

i the night, and watch for the light of the morning. 

■ 7. Let Israel, and all God's faithful people, hope 

, still, and put their trust in the goodness of the Lord, 

and not without cause ; for with the Lord, though He 

j justly take vengeance on us for our sins, yet there is, 

ever was, and will be found, mercy towards penitent 

sinners : and with Him, by Jesus Christ, is not only 

forgiveness for a few sins, hut a plenteous redemption 

i from the captivity of the devil and sin. 

" 3. And H.^. €i<.'ii J.-MH riu-ifit, by His merits and 

jrcessioii, tli il! i^J. .ji! .>j^l save Israel, and each of 
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His faithful Bervonts, from all hia iniquities and the 
puuishmetit due for them. 
Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Psalm cxriii, 
Heab my earnest and humble prayer, O Loli, 
which in my misery I make unto Thee: give en, 
and be not deaf to my supplications, in the timetJ 
my distresB ; but in Thy faithfulnesB and truth, wliicS 
endureth for ever, answer me and grant my ped^cn 
■which I make, not trusting in any merits of my obb, 
but in Thy righteousnees. 

2. And my further petition to Thee is, that Thai 
enter not into the throne of Tliy judgment, by Btrictl] 
examining my misdeedB, and dealing rigorously will 
me Thy poor servant, who hath misspent his talent 
for in Ttiy all-seeing eight ehall no man living in. ttu 
vale of misery be justifled, or found innocent. 

3. For the old enemy of mankind, the devil, h»£ 
by his malice persecuted and sought to entrap nc 
Boul, to separate it from the love of Thee : he haU 
smitten and cast my life and soul down to the ground 
and filled me full of earthly desires : he hatli mad 
and caused me to dwell and take pleasure in the dark 
ness of my eins, as those that are without sense, au 
have been long dead. 

4. Therefore, O Lord, considering my desperst 
estate, is my spirit overwhelmed with grief mithi 
me, and my heart is disquieted within me, and J 
also deBolate and sore troubled. 

5. Yet, in the midst of the sorrows that are in m 
heart 1 remember what I have read and heard, an 
what Thou hast done in the days of old ; how Ihl 
Thou bast been gracious to the penitent, and aevei 
against the unrepentant simier. I meditate also o 

'■ Thy works, but especially on that of Thy n 





and I muse and eserclse myeelf in contemplating o 
the works of Thy hands, admiring Tliy power and 

. wiadom in the creation of all things. 

. I stretch forth, and lift up my hands i 
prayers unto Thee, O Lord ; my soul (which is diy 
for the want of the dew of Thy grace) thirsteth after 
Thee for the water of life, as a thirsty land in a time 
of drought. 

I 7. Hear me, and answer me speedily ; delay not, 
O Lord, for my spirit waxeth faint, and faileth me i 
my devotions : hide not Thy face and loving com 
tenance from me, a miserahle sinner, lest it come i 
pass, that 1 be hke, in condition, unto them that g 
down headlong, after their own inventions, iota tl 
pit of destruction and perdition. 

8. Cause me hy Thy Spirit, to hear and feel Thy 
loving-kindness and mercy in the morning speedily, 
lest I perish, for in Thee only, and not in the help 
of men or angels, do I place my whole trust or con- 
fidence : cause me, hy Thy grace, to know and learn 
the way of Thy testimonies, wherein I should and 

I ought to walk, without declining to the right hand 
r to the left : for I lift up my soul, by prayer 
repentance, unto Thee, who only canst direct 

9. Deliver me. O Lord, by Thy power, from all 
mine enemies, visible and invisible ; for I flee, and 
make haste for succour, unto Thee, as my Protector, 
to hide and defend me from their violence. 

10. Teach and instruct me, that I am ignorant, 
to do Thy will, and those things which Thou c 
mandest: for Thou art my God and Director: Thy 
Spirit is good and alUsutBcient for me : lead me, 

=fore, by it into the right way, which bringeth 
the land of righteousness and truth. 
I. Quicken me again, O Lord, and 
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from the death of sin, for Thj Name's sate, ^ 
Jeaus ; and for Thy righteouaness' sake, and 
goodness ; bring my soul, by Thy grace, oul 
trouble and anguish whercinto my eins have ' 

12. And of Thy tender mercy and compas 
off aiid kill in me mine enemies, the concu] 
of the fleah ; and destroy and confound all H 
with injuries and temptations afflict and dieq 
aou!, which is wholly devoted to Thee ; for 1 
eervant, and the son of Thy handmaid, and c 
serve Thee in holiness aod righteoueneBS a" 
of my life. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

fOB £ASE, wi 
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8 t^ 



LoHD, look upon mine adversity and miserj 
call aloud to Thee for ease ; O most gracioi 
my paina are extreme, have pity on me, and 
them ; in Thine anger remember mercy, and ( 
my feeblenesB and frailty, I have waited for 
lief, O Father, give me the comforts of it; i 
me Thy mercy, ajid that soon, for my need tli< 
great ; send me seasonable help and etrei 
present, and everlasting rest with Thee in t 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ON THE ABATEMENT OE THE PArS. 

BtESSED be Thy mercy, O my God. which 

me in my miscty; as a father pitieth his chil 

the extremity of liieir pain, so hast Thou piti 

Lord, my soul shall love Thee and sing i 

;y ; in my distress I will always trust ii 

not be afraid, for Thou art our Strength 



merciful Deliverer when we can 
endure no more. To Tliee be glory, through JeBUB 
Chriat our Lord. Amen. 



aiGHTEOTJS Lord, Thou holdest mine eyes wak- 
ing, aud in the night-season I take no rest, I seek 
steep to ease my pains and 1o recruit my spirits, but 
I find it not. But, O merciful God, let it not always 
fly away from me, let my wearied eyes at length lay 
hold of it, and make my sleep sweet unto me. Con- 
sider my weariness which calls aloud for rest, and 
my weakness which greatly needs refreshment. While 
Thou keepest me awake let me commune with mine 
own heart, and search out my spirit ; let me remem- 
"ber Thee on my bed, and meditate on Thee in the 
night watches; let the consideration of Thy tender 
mercies be my comfort, till Thy goodness sees fit to 
^ive sleep to my eyes and refreshment to my sorrows, 
through my dearest Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

A PKATEH 



O MBKCIFUL God, let not this deep sleep which 
is fallen on Thy servant, prove the sleep of death. 
Make it the sleep of a recovering person to relieve 
and revive him, and awake him out of it in Thy due 
time to offer Thee praise, and Co labour still among 
us in doing Thee honour and service. But if Thou 
hast decreed thereby to take him to Thyself, Lord 
remember and accept of al! his former prayers and 
repentance, faith and patience : look not upon his 
sins but to pardon them, nor on bis weajcneeses 
but to pity them ; and when he wakes in the next 



world, let him find fainiBelf aurroundeil witL ligfitmd 
blisB and crowned with eternal glory, throngli Jtm 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



la tw tuid br the rrieodi of lit licfe nbea bt i> l%ht-h«ded. 

Mekciful Lord, let not Thy servant in this a 
tremity of pain and richness want the use of reax 
when he stands moat in need of its buccouts, L 
not his disease transport him into vain and viole 
ravings ; much less let tlie enemy possess his Ian 
when he has lost all good use thereof, with any frigt 
fill and blasphemous thoughts and illusions. Impi 
not whatever he says or does amiss, under his d 
traction or alienation of mind, and restore to him I 
understanding again, that he may disclaim all the t 
that he said or did while he knew it not. And tl 
he may watch against the enemy, discem his wan 
and earnestly implore Thy grace and mercy for I 
supply thereof, through Jesus Christ our Lord ■ 
Saviour. Amen. 



To Thee, O God of mercy and truth, I commit 
my friends and relations {parlicitlarli/ my, ^.). ' 
Thy protection I freely resign them. Thou art I 
Father of the fatherless, and pleadest the cause of t 
widow. O provide for and defend them, leave tb 
not, neither forsake them, O Lord God of my bsI< 
tion. Be Thou to them when I am gone, whatsoe' 
I would be and more than I could be, if I were s 
employed by Thee to take care of them. Eiai 



to place their love and delight m Thee^ 
and fix their trust and confidence in Thy mercy. 
Keep them from those pollutions which may forfeit 
Thy fatherly care and providence, and cry louder 
against them than all their destitute circumstances 
do for them. Train them up in Thy fear, preserve 
them from all the evils and temptations of the world, 
and bring them at last to the joys and hleasedness of 
that to come, for the sake of Thy blessed Son Jesus 
Christ oui Lord. Amen. 

IN THE LASI AflOKlES. 

Lobs, wash my soul in Thy blood that it may he 
presented without spot unto Thee. Let me die in 
Thy favour, rest in peace, and rise again in glory. 
Amen. 

Have me in Thy custody, holy Father, for no- 
thing can take me out of Thine hands, and give Thy 
holy angels charge over me, to guard and receive 
my poor soul at my departure, and to conduct and 
carry it to the blessed receptacles of rest and peace. 

In Thee O Lord Jesu Christ, ray most merciful 
SsTiour and only Redeemer, in Thee alone is all my 
trust, O let mc never be confounded. 

O blessed Jesu 1 sue liD Thee for mercy, and the 
forgiveness of my sins ; graciously hear me, O Christ, 



! agony and hloody sweat, by Thy cross 
1 and pasfiion, deliver me O Christ, now in the hour of 
3 my death and in the day of judgment. 

O holy, 'hlessed, and glorious Trinity, three Per- 
rons and one God, have mercy on me and receive 
J my eoul. 

Come Lard Jesu, come quickly ■ I desire and groan 



earneHtly to be dieaolved, and to be mth Theft 
Thy hands I commend my Hpirit, for Thou I 
deemed me, O Lord thou God of truth. 



DEVOTIONS 
FOR A WOMAN WITH CHI 



A PSiTEE 



i 



O KTEHiTAi, God, thou Father of light 
whom Cometh evety good aod perfect gift, a 
bast proraiBed to hearken to those that ca 
Thee in their necessities, hear the Bupplici 
Tby handmaid, who feel my travail comh 
me, and cry unto Thee in tlie anguish 
eoul. The faster my panga come upon 
more I heg Thou wUt esert Thy atrength 
eoae, that I he not overwhelmed with llie w 
them. Consider my impotency, and Bupj 
dehver me, forsake me not when my etrengtl 
me, when my spirit faints and I cannot hear 
den of my sorrows withoiit Thy assistance, 
my aina, O Lord, and moderate my pains, if i( 
blessed will. As Thou host given me a i 
conceive, grant me likewise strength to hrir 
that I may be a joyfid mother of a child, endt 
a sound and perfect body, complete in all i 
and fitted for all its proper opemtions, and 
understanding capable at length of knowin 
and a will disposed in due time to fear i 
Thee. Grant that we may both serve Thi 
fully in our generalion, and whensoever Th 
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see fit to take either of ua out of this world, be 
pleased graciously to make ub partakera of Thine 
ererksting kingdom, for the love of Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; to whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be cJl honour and gloiy now and for ever. Amen. 

SHOBT EJACHI.ATIOTS'S 



Make haste to help me, O Lord; deliver me speedily, 
for my spirit waxeth faint. 

Support me, O dear God! for I am weak and long 
sore for Thy mercy. 

Consider, O my God, that I am made of flesh, as- 
suage my pain, and comfort and support me under it. 

Save and deliver me, for now is the hour of my 
extreme need and of Thy pity and mercy. 

O blessed Jesus, who wast Thyself bom of a 
woman, help this tender babe Btruggling for birth, 

A THANKSGIVING AFTEK A B. 



Thou hast of Thy great goodness, O Lord, carried 
me safely through the great pain and peril of child- 
birth. I desire therefore to pay oiy most humble ac- 
knowledgments and profoundest adoration to Thee, 
my Saviour and Deliverer, To Thee be the praise 
that another child is bom into the world, and that 
Thou hast preserved me, its mother, under the sor- 
rows with which I was encompassed. O be pleased 
to continue, increase and sanclify Thy mercies to 
Thine unworthy senant, that I may live to Thy 
honour, by whose providence alone it is that 1 live 
at all. Perfect what Thou hast begun in me, and 
•o establish my health that I may be fltted to praise 
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nod serve Thee. Preserve me from the power of 
ihe tempter and the corruption of my own evil hewt, 
that I may not misspend any of the time Tbou 
granteat me for better purposes, but tny whole Btui^ 
may be to obfserve Thy atatutes, and be every d»|f 
improving in my obedience to them. And ca£t an 
eye of pity on my poor infant, which is not able 
pray for itself, preserve it to be a useful inBtnimeat 
of Thy glory. Grant it the grace of Baptismal Bc- 
generation, that being received into covenant mlk 
Thee, it may be stedfast in faith, joyful through hope, 
and rooted in charity, and so pass through the waVM 
of this troublesome world, that finally it may come 
to the land of everlasting rest, there to reign willi 
Thee in Thy heavenly glory, world without end, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reign- 
cth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one God MeMil 
for 



OCCASIONAL DEVOTIONS, 

FOB ONE TEOUBLED HT MUTD. 

Ur. B 

O THOD great Physician of souls, I come 

Thee for relief against that heavy pressure which lie) 
sadly upon my spirits at this time. As it is Thy vi«- 
tation, I willingly submit to it, and will bear it Witt 
out the least repining or discontent; yet with an un- 
feigned resignation to Thy will, I humbly supplicate 
Thee for the removal pf it in Thine own good time, 
that I may be better able to do Thee service, Tbofl 
seest the wofid state I am in, how my mind is di>- 
ordered, my thoughts confused, my understtndiw 
clouded, my atfections ungovernable, my whole sold 
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oul of tune, and all my faculties disabled for a 

attendance on Thy worship. To Thee, my only 

refuge, I now betake myself for help. O I'efuae not 

I to speak comfort to my disconsolate soul, but visit 

me with Thy salvation. Restore me to a right u 

i of my faculties, a composure of raind, and a ready 

I oomplianoe with Thy will in all things. Help me 

I to the enjoyment of myself and of Thy favour, that 

the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice. Save, 

Lord, and hear, O King of Heaven when I call upon 

Thee, through the merits of Thine only Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 



AiMiRHTT God, in whom all things live, move, i 

have their being, who dost govern all things by Thy 

! providence, and whose protection ia ray only 

irity and defence : I humbly beseech Thy Divine 

Majesty to give Thy holy Angels charge over me, in 

the journey I am now about to undertake. Let Thy 

grace preserve me from all the temptations to which 

I shall be exposed in all those places and companies 

whither my occasions shall lead me, defend me from 

thieves and robbers, and protect me from all other 

) dangers and evil accidents. Preserve my going out 

ind my coming in, let Thy providence be my guard. 

Thy grace my defence, and Thy blessed self my 

■ portion, now and evermore, through Jesus Christ 

r Lord. Amen. 

AFIEB A. JOUBKET. 



Almighty God, who savest our life from destruc- 
i tion and crownest us with mercy and loving-kind' 
. uess; blessed be Thy Holy Name that Thou hast 
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■ brougbt me safe to the end of my joumey, atii 
' served me from the innumerable accidents and 
1 gers to which I was esposed. It b of Thj i 
[ (hat my health has been continued to me, co 

standing those various circumstances that migh 
i impared it. It is of Thy goodneas that no evi 

have made any assault upon me, when othen 

suffered fay their unjust violence. It is fron 
N providence that I have been protected from fi 

that not a bone of me is broken. How mar 
, foreseen dangers. O Lord, hast Thou deliver 
' from, and how many that have threatened m 
I Thou overruled ! Lord, 1 will triumph in Thy 

and not only with my lips hut in my life espn 
) thanks by being more obedient to Thy bolj 

mands, and serving Thee in holiness and rigli 
EB all the daya of my life, through Jesus 
ir Lord. Amen. 

ON IHB AHHrVEKSASX DAT OP CDS BITITI 



Alutghit God, the Father and Maker 

. things, by whose blessed goodness I was &. 

and wonderfully made in my mother's womi 

1 unto whose blessed providence I have been le, 

since 1 was bom, and hung upon my mother's t 

I praise and magnily Thy glorious name, foi 

i great goodness towards me, humbly beseeching 

that I may be taught to number ray days, and 

i my heart to heavenly wisdom, that I may ki 

, what end I was bom, and had both body ai 

, given me, even to serve Thee the Uving God, 

N may bewail my sinful years past, and spend th 

" my time here in a godly, riglifeous, and eobi 

t I may finish the reni^iiiniL-v (if my Jays h 

r; and that as Thou did-i ^.ji. .ii iIjL lUiy ta! 
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out of my mother's womb to live here a little time, 
BO Thou majest at the last day take rae out of my 
mother's womb agwn, even the grave and womb of 
the earth, to live ■with Tliee for ever, through Jcs 
Christ our Lord, Amen. 



E AKNITEK8A.ET B 



O LofiD, heavenly Father, Almighty and everlast- 
ng God, who of Thine infinite goodness towards rae, 
vheQ I was born in sin, and was no other tlian an heir 
of everlasting wrath, didst vouchsafe that I should, as 
upon this day, be borii again of water and the Holy 
Ghost, in the blessed laver of Baptism, being thereby 
made a member of Christ, and an heir of eternal life ; 
for this Thine inestimable favour I do here gratefully 
commemorate this happy day : and in most humble 
and hearty wise I do extol the abundant riches of Thy 

3 glorious grace ; and in Thy sight, and in the sight of 
Thine holy angela, with all the company of Heaven, do 
renew that sacred vow which was then made in 
le, to forsake this wicked world, and to live a 
Christian ought to do, in obedience to Thy holy faith 

J and commandments, most humbly beseeching Thee, 
of Thy great mercy, to pardon me all former breaches 
of my solemn promise, and to endue me with the a 
Bistance of Thy holy Spirit, that henceforth I may 
walk in newness of life, worthy of tliat blessed estate 
whereunto Thou hast called me ; and keeping myself 
unspotted of the world, the flesh, and the devil, may 
daily die unto sin, for which cause I was baptized into 
the death of Christ ; and as 1 have had my part this 
day in the first regeneration, so I may at the last 
day have my part in the second and great regenera- 
tion of the world, to live and reign with Thee for 




I was bom of Christian parents, and early de 
to Thee in holy Baptism, wherein I v/hb made 
ber of the Catholic Church, whereof Jesas C 
the Head, adopted Thy child, and entitled to 
epeakable happiness of Thy glorioufi kingxlom. 
heartily thank Thee for calliug me to this stab 
vation, and for bestowing upon me such bleese 
leges. O dispofie my mind by Thy heaTenlj 
carefully and diligently to perform those era 
Thou requirest, to qualify mc for such inei 
benefits, and that I may continue 
my life's end. 



', O Lord, that I am preparing m' 



And I 

receive a further degree of Thy grace and 
which will advance me into the number of th 
ful, by being admitted to approach Thy holy t 
humbly beseech Thee to enlighten my mind ii 
true knowledge and understanding of that 
TOW which I made at my Baptism, and wbic 
now about to ratify and confirm publicly in T 
sence ; that I may constantly renounce the d 
avoiding all those temptations with whicti he B 
destroy me, and by abstaining from all those 



twhi^h nortslcA 
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all Thy holy revelations, and keep Thy blessed will 
and commandmenta all the days of my life. 

Give me, O Lord, unfeigned repentance for all my 
past errors, that the many and great sins which I have 
committed may not deprive me of the assistancea of 
Thy Holy Spirit, which 1 am about to receive ; but 
let my hearty sorrow, through the merits of Christ, 
wash away all that ia past ; and let power and strength, 
communicated to me from above, mortify and subdue 
them for the time to come, I am unable, O Lord, of 
myself to help myself; mercifully grant that Thy 
blessed Spirit may in all things rule my heart, that, 
by His holy inspiration, 1 may think those things thai 
good, and by His gracious guiding may perform 
same, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



AriEB CONFia>Ii.TI0N. 

Idem. 

I BLESS and praise Thy holy Name, O Lord God, 
for those renewed assurances which Thou hast vouch- 
safed me of Thy favour and gracious goodness towards 
me ; and for tliat, though in Thine infinite wisdom 
Thou hast thought fit to withdraw the extraordinary 
gifts of Thy Holy Spirit, Thou art yet pleased to guide 
Tby faithful servants by His secret and invisible com- 
munications, when they seek them in a regular and 
ministerial way. O, therefore, let the blessing which 
I have received by the hands of Thy servant the bishop, 
be and remain with me, and most powerfully help and 
ttupport me in all trials and temptations, when I most 
§ need the aid of Thy Holy Spirit. Leave me not a 
moment to my own frail^, without His assistance ; 
but through His succours, enable me to adhere to 
that public and solemn profession of my fiiith, which 
I have declared in the presence of God, and the con. 



gregolion ; and fjjthlulij' to perform the pronuie 
have renewed, of observing and keepiog Th; h 
comniandmente ; that tralkiag uprightly before T 
all my days, and being found watching nhen my 
pointed lime shall come, I niay, frona a life of rig] 
Dusness, be translnted to a life of glory, through Jt 
Christ my only Saviour and Bedeemer. Amen. 



B TH£ KmO, 1 



: irSTES OF KEBELIJON. 



O ETEBNAL God, who alone ruleet in the kingd 
of men, and by Thy glorious wisdom, Thy Almij 
power, and secret providence, determineat Ihe e» 
of war, the isauea of human couneels, and the ret 
of peace and victory, place a guard of angela >' 
the person of the king, and immure iiim with tht 

fence of Thy right hand, that no unhallowed 

do him violence. Support him with aid from Hea 
in all his battles, triali, and dangers ; restore lo 
the hearts of all his people, and put into his 1 
a prevailing rod of iron, a sceptre of power, w 
Bword of justice. Enable him to cut off all 
workers of iniquity, who turn religion into rebel 
and faith into faction, and to defend and comfort 
afflicted and persecuted Church. Bless all his Irie 
confederates, and loyal subjects ; direct their coon 
unite their hearts, strengthen their hands, and pro 
all their undertakings. Give them holineBS of in 
tion. that they, with candour and sincerity, may pa 
the cause of God and the king ; sanctify all the m 
and instruments of their righteous purposes, that I 
without cruelty, injustice, or oppression, may pro 
towards the end ^ their just desires; and crow 
their endeavours with a prosperouH event, that all 
to the honour and safely of our soven 
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tknd the restitution of his just rights; to the establish- 
[ ment and promotion of Thy true religion, to the de- 
irance of the oppressed, and the comfort of all Thy 
I faithful people. Grant this, O King of kinga, for his 
I sake who is the foundation of all Tb; mercies, the 
I Lord of all power, both in Heaven and earth, our 
I blessed Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



O AtMiOHTT God, King of kings, Lord of lords, 
the only Ruler of princes, who haat in all ages shewed 
forth Thy power and mercy in the miraculous and 
gracious deliverance of Thy Church, and in the pro. 
tection of righteous tings and states professing Thy 
holy and eternal truth from the malicious conspiracies 
and rebellious practices of all their enemies ; save and 
deliver us, we humbly beseech Thee, from the power 
of our oppressors ; be still our mighty Protector and 
Defender, and, of Thy merciful goodness, strengthen 
the hands of our gracious king, that he may cut off 
k11 those workers of iniquity who turn religiou into 
rebellion and faith into faction. Be unto him a hel- 
met of solvation, and a strong tower of defence against 
all treason and violence. Scatter his enemies who 
delight in blood, and infatuate and defeat their coun- 
sels; abate their pride, assuage their malice, and con- 
found their devices; that they may not triumph in 
the ruin of the monarchy, and of Thy Church among 
us; but that our gracious sovereign and his realms, 
being preserved from their tyranny and oppression, 
may duly serve Thee in righteousness and hohness, 
and evermore give tlianks unto Thy blessed name, in 
the midst of Thy Church, for this Thy merciful pre. 
eervalion of and providence over us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 




rw TIKES OF TSBBScrmoTi. 

E 

GBiST, O Lord, who art the strength of 
put their trust in Thee, that Thy grace may 
me agaiast being shaken from Thy f^th and 
by the dread of men or rage of devils; suj: 
under the present persecution, and preserve n 
strictest obedience to all Thy commandmenU 
no teraplations prevail on me to betray Thy 
forsake Thy afflicted Church, but give me j 
glory in the Cross of Christ, and cheerfully t 
the Captain of our salvation, nho was made 
through sufferings. Let me not faint 
raged at the outward prosperity of our persi 
but give me grace to pity and pray for them, 
return them good for evil. To Thy persecuted 
acid those faithful minislers who undauntedly 
it, let me constantly adhere ; their holy offices 
daily attend, their doctrine and examples pe 
obserre and follow ; that with thera I may, tJ 
many tribulations and persecutions, enter in 
kingdom of Heaven, through the merits of 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



idOc 



O Almighty God, King of all kings, and G 
of all things, whose power no creature ia &ble 
sisl, who hast often mightily delivered the t 
Jacob and Joseph, and hast promised to resci; 
Church from all her adversaries and make hi 
upon earth ; may it please Thee to atretcl 
Thine hand upon the furiousness of her enemii 
BO Btir up Thy strength for us, that we, being 

!th Thy defence, may be preserved evennoD 
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nil persecution that the devil or man worketh against 
us. Amend, O Lord, what is amiss in us, a 
firm the remainder that is about to perish. Arise, O 
God, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old ; 
remember Thy Church, which Thou hast purchased 
and redeemed with the most precious blood of Thy 
blessed Son : save, help, and deliver us for Thy 
name's sake, and tread down every enemy that hath 
evil will at Sion, for Christ Jesus's sake, the Captain 
of our salvafion ; to whom with Thee, and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour, glory, and worship, as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with- 
end. Amen, 



PHATEB POB THESE TI 

Dt. Bffliigb. 

O Lord, who dost not willingly afflict the childrer 

>f men, behold from Thy holy habitation of Heaver 

the multitude of miserable souls and lives amongst 

I UB, and have tnercy upon ua, have mercy upon ns. 

'lave mercy on all ignorant souls, and instruct them ; 

a all deluded minds, and enlig-hten them ; on all se- 

I ducing and seduced spirits, and convert them. Have 

] mercy on all broken hearts, and heal them; all etrug- 

j] gling with Icmplation, and rescue them ; all languish- 

I ing in spiritu^ desertion, and revive them. Have 

mercy on all that stagger in faith, and establish them ; 

that are fallen from Thee, and raise them ; that stand 

with Thee, and confirm them. Have mercy o 

that groan under their sins, and ease them that bless 

themselves and go on in their wickedness, and curb 

and stop them. O blessed Jesus, that didst shed Thy 

blood for our souls to save them, shed Thy Holy 

j Spirit on all, and heal them. 

k And, Lord, have mercy on all miserable bodies; 
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i those that are reedy to famiEh for want, feed ILhi 

those that are hound to beds of pain, loose Ihitii 

•j thofle that are in priBoo and bonds, release thei 

L those that ore under the fury of persecution, and t 

I under the yoke of oppression, relieve them; thi 

• that lie ^martin^ in their pains and vrounds, ci 

' them; those that are distracted in their thoag! 

wits, settle them ; those that are in perile of lli 

estates and lives, preserve them. Jesus, that di 

freely distrihute Thy comforts and cures to all mi 

9 and maladies of men when Thou wast on esi 

have mercy on all, and help them. Far or near.n 

or from us. Lord have mercy on all ; even ev 

n and daughter of Adam at this time in pdn i 

anguish upon the face of the earth. Wherever ii 

and whosoever they be, what help I would p 

for myself from Thee, or comfort from man, in fl 

condition, I beseech Thee, the Ood of all help i 

comfort, to give it to them; take them to Thy c 

and tender fliem ; supply them, and succour tiie 

lave compassion on them, and heal them. 

Jesus, Thou that didst ^vc Thy blood for thi 
deny not Thy bowels to them. Thou that didst 
deem them all, preserve them, even all miserable K 
ind bodies, 1 beseech Thee, for Thine infinite meri 
sake. Amen. 



A. raAYEE AGAINST T 



God, who wilt not suffer us to he tempted ab 

1 what we are able to bear, succour me, that the tei 

' tations of the times do not overwhelm me. Discc 

o me the ways of Thy providence so fer, that I i 

e wliy I should neither deny it nor doubt it; 



make me to know Thy judgmentB to be bo unsearch- 

, able, and Thy ways past finding out, that I may hum- 

I b!y submit myself to Thy wisdom, and admire and 

adore the justice which I do not see. Let me not be 

lo narrow a mind as to confine Thy work to c 
world, which Thou dost not finish but in two; i 

tne be such a creature of sense, as la believe Thou 
haat no other reward or punishment than what I see 
and feel. 

O let my eyes look to the end of all, (Heaver 
hell,) and let me envy no ill man's liappinesa who 
shall end in hell, nor bewiul any good man's wretch- 
edness who shall have Heaven for his end. And let 
J understand that prosperity of sinners ia a heavy 
■plague, because their spur to bell (the greatest pu- 
nishment) ; and adversity of saints a happy mercy, 
ause Thy rod to beat them into Heaven (the best 
ard). Meanwhile, let me not give a breast full 
of Thy peace for an armful of that wealth which 
breeds nests of vipers and adders in their hearts, a. 
continual stings in their bosoms : let me prefer the 
Bufierings of innocence before the spoils and triumphs 
of violence, 

O God, since a guilty conscience is the greatest 
puuishment on earth (because next to hell), and 
J accusing and condemning Thy Providence, and for- 
jj Baking ray innocence, the greatest guilt : to that ex- 
tremity let no temptation ever lead me ! Jesus, keep 
e &om it by Thy grace and mercy. Amen. 



¥ PESTILENCE. 



O LoKD God, who rejectest none that, trusting in 
Thy goodness and believing in Thy promises, come to 
Thee for succour and help ; behold, I beseech I 



m 




and hot displeaaure, which ia gone out 6 
ftnd consume ua frgm the face of the eij 
confess, O Lard, that it ia but just thai kU { 
turea should rebel againat man, who bath; 
rately rebelled against Thee, hia Creator, foj 
all obedient to Thee ; only man, sinful and' 
man, is continually stubborn and rebellion 
abusing Thy blessings and hourly traosgrel 
command menta, not leaving bia evil ways t 
Thy tlireats, nor being allured to goodne^ 
hope of Thy promisea. We daily hear by 1 
aengers, and read in Thy sacred word, w] 
hast of old threatened to Thy rebelliouB pj 
in them to us, that " if they keep not Thy c 
ments, Thou wouldest send Thy pestileiw 
them, with ft fever and inflammation, and 
burning, until Thou hast consumed them fi-a 
land;" and yet we have hitherto been bo, 
thereof, that without fear we have added a| 
and multiplied iniquity upon iniquity. 4 
O Lord, we reap the juat reward of our ira| 
are deservedly plagued for our disobedieii 
confess that Thy judgments arc just, humbly 
ledge our misdeeds, and with penitent ant] 
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stroying angel to stay his hand and cease from smiling 
lis. Take away the unwholcBoinenesB of the air, and 
purify our dwellings unto health and safety. Thou 
haat promised that when Thou eendest a pefitilence 
among the people, if that people humble themselves 
and pray and seek Thy presence, and turn from their 
wicked ways, Thou wilt hear in Heaven, and be 
merciful to tlieir sin, and heal their land; O make 
of our 
irThy 

mighty hand, we hewail and lament our einful lives 
past, and humbly beseech Thee to give us Thy as- 
sisting grace, that we may henceforth order our ways 
to please Thee. Then shall no contagion hurt ub, 
but we shall live to praise Thy name, and all the 
world shall know that Thau art our God, and that 
Thy Name ia called upon by us. Hear us, Lord. 
and be merciful uato us, even for Jesus Christ's sake 
tlie righteous, to whom with Thee and the Blessed 
Spirit, be ascribed all honour and praise now and 
ever. Amen. 



I BOW myself, O righteous Lord, to Thy blessed 
will, and acknowledge this Thy visitation to be the 
just reward of my sins. O visit me here that I may 
not suffer for them eternally hereafter, and grant that 
I may so truly and earnestly repent of them, so 
meekly submit to Thy chastisement, and have such 
a stedfael faith in Christ my Saviour, that through 
His death and passion I may obtain the remission of 
my sins, and everlasting life after death. Amen, 
merciful Father, Amen. 



nETOTIONB. 



IK TIME OF BEAKTH. 



O God, heavenly Father, who by Thy Son Jem 
Christ hast prouiised to all them who seek Thj 
kingdom and the righteousness thereof, all tliingi 
necesHary for their bodily sustenance; mercifullj fc?- 
hold the afflictions of Thy people, graciously pftrioa 
our Bins and remove Thy judgments, O rimt tba 
earth and prepare com for the inhabitaola tliereo(| 
urown the year with Thy goodness, and let Tt^ 
clouds drop fatness, that we may in due time enjn 
the kindly fruits of the earth, and not be confounded 
in these perilous times; but in the days of deartii 
have enough, and with charitable hearts and hand* 
relieve the necessities of Thy poor distressed chil- 
dren. Grant thia, O Lord, for the riches of Thj 
goodness in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Ami 



AiMiBHTT God, whose wisdom is inGnita, whan 
mercy is everlasting; magnifj- Thy mercy towariiil 
them who need it but cannot ask it, who are iaj 
misery but fee! it not, who act without choice, and 
choose witliout discrelion or understanding. Impute 
not to them their follies which are unavoidable; beep 
them from all evil and mischances ; let them be itb 
under the conduct of Tliy providence, and ioooceDt 
under the conduct of Thy Spirit ; renew a right spirit 
within ihein, and restore them to Iheir health and 
understanding, for Thy mercy's sake in Jesus Cluiit 
our Lord, and dearest Redeemer. Amen. 
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ETEBNAL and most holy Saviour Jeeus, who in 
the daya of Thy flesh didet command the winds and 
rebuke the aeas, and they oheyed Thy Toice, and art 
now exalted above the Heavens, Lord and Prince of 
the whole creation ; graciously look down upon ua 
mieerable Hinnera, who in the abyss of our troubles 
invocate the abyss of Thy mercies. Rehuke the 
winds and restrain the raging of the seas; consider 
the prayers of Thy servants, who trust in Thee alone 
for succour; rescue us &om this imminent danger, 
and bring ub safe to the haven where we would be, 
BO shall we praise Thy Name for Thy goodness, and 
declare the wondrous deliverance to the children of 
men, evermore praising Thee in Thy holy Church, 
I O eternal and most gracious Redeemer. Amen. 



I 



POB UEROHAHTS AND IBADESIOIX. 



O BTEHNAi, God, guide me by Thy grace in all my 
Kffairs, that I may be diligent, just, and faithful in the 
calling in which Thy providence hath placed me. 
Bless and prosper my labours, as Thou in Thy wis- 
dom seest most convenient for me. Preserve me by 
Thy Holy Spirit from covetousnesB, lying, and all 
base and indirect, and sordid arts, and give me pru- 
dence, honesty, and Christian sincerity ; that my 
trade being sanctified by ray religion, my labour may 
be attended with Thy blessing ; and when I have fin- 
ished the portion of work which Thou hast allotted 
me here, I may be received into the inheritance of 
Thy children, there to rest from my labours, through 
the merits of my ever-blessed Saviour Jesus Christ. 




DEVOTIOKS. 



OEACIODS Father, Maker and Preserver of 1 
i*en and earth, viho in the beginning didst inst 
matrimony, thereby foretelling; the mystical unii 
the Church with our Saviour Christ, who in the 
of His being upon earth did honour marriage 
Hie first nuracle, and hast appointed it also 
means whereby mankind is propagated, for a rei 
to avoid unlawful lust, and for the mutual col 
und coDBolation of Thy children ; I humbly is 
Thee to give me the assiatance of Thy divine g 
that I may live according to Thy commandments 
my wife, whom Thou hast given me for my helj 
comfort in this world. Mortify in me all une 
dishonest, and fleshly lusts ; let not the heat ol 
lawful concupiscence take hold of me, bat mak 
to be fully pleased and satisfied with her love, 
to love her as Christ loved His Church, to ch 

1 comfort her as mine own body, and to hai 
, great a care of her health as of mine own. C 

that we may live in peace without debate, in i 

' without discord, like members of one body eq 

desirous to praise Thy Holy Name. And givi 

O Lord, discreet hearts and understanding m 

' to bring up our children in Thy faith and fet 

a religious, honest, and civil manner. Give i 

obedient hearts to Thee and Thy commandm 

l] and to all that Thou requireat of them to be 

formed in duty towards tlieir parents. Keep i 

I from those which are ready to seduce them, an 

\ lead them in Thy faith, fear and knowledge, that 

' prove not a curse hut a blessing unto us, and the 

' attain to that blessing which Thou hast promise 

J who honour and obey their parents. G 
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!, O Lord, that I may guide and Instruct the 
fcily which is under me in Thy fear, and in an 
best and careful manner provide as well for their 
lies as their souls. And give them the like grace, 
jord, to perform their dntiea in fear and obedience, 
t as eye-servants, but in simplicity of heart, as in 
jr sight. And give us, O Lord, a competency of 
ite to maintain ourselves, children and family, ac- 
ning to that rank of calling wherein Thou of Thy 
a hastplaced us, without excess, riot or vain- 
od in singleness and pureuess of heart; with 
nility relying upon Thy blessedwill, who knowest 
)r than we ourselves what is needful for us. Grant 
I, O Lord, for Jeaua Christ's sake, to whom with 
to and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
■rand for ever. Amen. 



> UEBCiFtri, and loving Lord God, who, in tiie 
inning, for the propagation of mankind, didst take 
h out of the side of Adam, and give her to him as 
Helper; I give Thee humhle thanks that Thou 
_TiiBt vouchsafed to call me to the honourable estate 
of matrimony. Give me grace, O Lord, that I may 
lead a life worthy thereof; that I may love my hus- 
band with a pure and chaste love, acknowledge him 
for my head, and truly reverence and obey him in all 
good things : that thereby I may please him, and live 
quietly with him. Grant that I be not carried away 
with the vain faehions of this world, but may put on 
such habits as may he agreeable and suitable with 
the estate of my husband, and may become a modest 
women to wear. Help me, O Lord, that I may, under 
him. prudently and discreetly gnide and govern his 
household and family, and carefully look that nothing 
be either carelessly lost, or wickedly committed in my 
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house. Fit me vitl> those good graces wHcli 
Wise Mao describelh in a good woman, and St. P 
in holy and sanctified raatronB. Give me such xi 
concerning the education of my children, M 
longeth to my part, that 1 may live to see t 
progper in this fife, and afterwards be received ' 
them to Thy eternal kingdom, through Jesus Ci 
our Lord. Amen. 



L cniLD. 



!obe^i3 



Almiqhtt Lord God. to whom the ol 
children to their parents is moat acceptable, 
disohedience most displeasing, who hast promi» 
blessing to the dutiful and threatened a curse b. 
disohedient child ; I beseech Thee to put away 1 
me the detestable sin of disobedience and rebe 
against my parents, and give me grace to oba 
them with all kind of duty, to obey them in all I 
just commands, and make me able and faelpfl 
them at all times of their need. Give me grw 
bear all their reproofs, and even their errors patiei 
and nut to grieve them by stubborn and evil cou. 
Let me not be eo far deprived of Thy grace, i 
scoff at or deride them, though by age or infir 
they shall fail in their judgment or reason, in 
me always to remember that under Thee I owe 
life to them, and therefore to cherish, succour 
support them in all their distresses. Lord, for 
all the oSences which I have heretofore comm 
against them. Increase the number of their A 
keep them safe in body and mind, let them see I 
children's children to their comlbtt and Thy gl 
Let them govern ua and the rest of their family, ' 
wholesome discipline and good example, that at 
they may in their due time depart thia Uf 



OCOABIOKAL DEVOTIONS. 



FOE A yoWNG H 



207 

[Spotted, through 



O LoBO, forasmuch as I am at these jeats i: 
heat of the flesh and in the most dangerous time of 
my life, I beseech Thee, take not Thy mercy and 
fatherly providence from me, but, by how much 
the greater danger of falling I am in, with eo much 
the more care let Thy grace preaerve me, lest I 
become a prey to the enemies of my aoul, who a 
sault me with so many temptations, that without 
Thy succour I shall never of myself be able 
overcome them. But, O merciful Father, distruHt- 
irg mine own strength, I hetalie myaelf wholly to 
Thy proleclion, and desire Thee both now and ever 
to keep me. Let me not get that habit of sinning 
in my younger years, that I be forced in my age 
(if I be not cut off before in my offences) to bewail 
the sins of my youth in the bitterness of my soul; 
but rather accustom me from this time forward to 
all goodness, that 1 may daily more and more profit 
therein, and that serving Thee with a pure heart 
now, I may be able in my age to say with good 
king Hezekiah, " O Lord, remember I beseech Thee 
how I have walked befoi'e Thee in trulh, with a per 
feet heart, and have done that which is good in Thy 
eight." Most loving Father, who takest care of all 
men, I commend unto Thee my sou] as a child, that 
can of himself do nothing, defend tne I pray Thee 
from all mine enemies, spiritual and temporal; keep 
my body and soul pure, chaste, and undefiled, that 
I offend not either in obscene speech, impure thought, 
or unclean act. My chastity is a more precious jewel 
than 1 can keep without Thy help : 1 therefore be- 



iSS 
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' Beech Thee, who hast pronounced a blesBing 
pure in heart, lo keep my heart pure ; be Tb( 
guide and preserver, lest in the heat of coneupi 
I forget Thee. Give me grace, O Lord, to sen 
obey my parentB, and tliose to whose governr 
am committed, and that in oil humility ; aai 
that if Thou ehalt be pleased to call me to th 
ourahle estate of wedlock, I may be matchet 
e who is a sincere professor of Thy true re 
with whom I may serve Thee in peace and hi 
all tile days of ray life, and at the last rest witt 
in Thy heavenly kingdom, through Jeaua f^^ 
Lord. Amen. 



B A SEfiVAKT. 



.« 



Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
when Thou wast the Son of God and the Lord 
world, didst take upon Thee the form of a se 
that hy Thy obedience Thou mightest purchaa 
TBtion for all people, as well bond as free; I 
Thee, that since Thou hast heen pleased to ci 
I the slate of a servant, Thou wouldst gii 
humhie and obedient heart, and make me 
nted with this condition of life, as allotted I 
hy Thy providence. Grant that I may with g 
nesa of spirit, singleness of heart, and willin 
f mind, serve those under whom I am placet 
that I may not either murmur against them, nor 
those that axe seated in a higher estate; that 1 
obey them in all their honest commands with all 
le respect, not with eye-eerrice, as mea-^le 
th all my heart, and the rather, because 
commandment hiddeth me so to do. Grant 
serving them diligently, faithfully, and.careiu! 
f avoid their displeasure, and obtun Thy 5 
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and blessing, and at the end of my days may 
to those blissful regions, where Thou, with the Fa- 
ther and the blessed Spirit, does reign in eternal 
glory, world without end, Araen. 



a God, who searchest 
id rendereet to every 
one according to his domgs, take pity upon me a 
guilty sinner, and suffer me not to presume on Thy 
mercy, whilst I retain an affection for any kind of 
Kin. I know Thy clemency and compassion are in- 
finite, and Thou art alwaya ready to embrace a re- 
turning prodigal, and I cannot therefore doubt of 
Thy pardon, were I duly qualified for it: but my 
only danger is, lest my sins have made too great a 
separation betwist Thee and Thy poor creature for 
me to hope any longer for Thy favour. Wherefore, I 
humbly pray Thee, to discover me truly to myself, 
aud if there be any way of wickedness yet remainiug 
in me. purge it away, that I may be a fit ohject of 
Thy fatherly commiseration. Permit me not to encou. 
rage myself in a groundleaa reliance upon Thy fa- 
vour, whilst, in the meantime, I am really unqualified 
fur it. But leach me seriously and impartially to ex- 
amine my heart and ways, hefore I venture to pass 
so easy a eentence upon myself. Let not Thy pa- 
tience to me hitherto work in me an expectation of 
future happine.'is upon any other terms than those 
of the Gospel; that so I may he induced to study 
how most effectually to make my calhng and elec- 
tion sure, and to this end may set myself conscien- 
tiously and universally to ohserve Thy command- 
ments all the days of my life. Help me to reform 






-/;- 







Tool* 






ms&^^M 






O Almighty Lord God, the Father 
Jesus Christ, bihI iq Him of all Thy 
Tants, 1 nm BBbamed and greatly confoBt 
that I should seein in any wise to distrui 
neaa, after 1 have had such abundant a 
it, and al^er all the gracious promieea 
made to tbose who aak any thing accor 
will. Yet I must confess that fear a; 
dread have taken hold of me. lest my pi 
be amongst the reprobates, who are to 
with everlasting destruction from the 
the Lord, and fragi the glory of Hie n 
thought strikes me to the heart, and I i 
to bear up under tlie weight of it. Do ' 
fore, support me wilh the comforts ol 
Spirit; speak peace to my diecoaeolal 
assure me Thou art reconciled to me in 
Thy love, that Thou art my sword ant 
at present, and wilt be my esceeding g 
hereafter. Forgive these my doubts an 
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capacitate me for a sure confidence in Hia all-suf- 
iicient merits and mediation. Do not only pardot 
all my transgressiona for Hia sake, that bo I may b( 
for ever happy in Thy heavenly kingdom, but con- 
vince me in tlie meantime that Thou hast done it f 
for Iny satiafection and comfort, whilst I remained ( 
here below. I look upon lliia as one of Satan's 
tagema to put me out of heart, that he may prevent i 
my earnest endeavours to please Thee, Do Thou, 
therefore, enable me to reject this, and all other his 
motions ; to betake myself to Thee for relief, a 
BO to observe Thy ho!y laws, that Thou mayest cai 
Thy lace to shine graciously upon me, and make ] 
to rejoice in Thy favour both now and evermore, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O Almiqhtt Lord, Father of mercies, let the 

eight of my necessities move the hearts of my c 

ditora to have mercy on me, and let their o(vn 

finite greater sums which they stand indebted in 

Thee, prompt them to shew compaaaion to, and have 

patience with me, as they espect mercy themaelves 

from Thee. And make me willing to do justice to 

them all, to the utmost of that worldly estate I have 

to dispose of, cheerfully trusting to the protection 

of Thy good providence, and choosing rather to want 

the necessaries of life than the innocence thereof. 

i< Those who hare kindly forgiven me what I cannot 

^ pay, do Thou, O Lord, bless and reward, and make 

^1 it up abundantly to them by Thy good providen 

f^ And, O righteous and merciful Lord, forgive me 

C^ woret debts, my sins, which are many and grievous, 

and cleanse me from the guilt of them, that I n 
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rot be arraigned for Ihem at Tby dreadful trib 
Grant this, O Lord, through the merila and sat! 
liou of my blesaed Lord and Saviour, Jesus C 

OK BELBABB FBOU FBI SOI*. 

O Fatheb of mercies, and God of all consolai 
the sighing of the prisoner is come before Thee 
Thou hast graciously heard my prayers, and se 
feet at liberty ; lo Thee I owe this corafortabli 
dom, and to Thy boundless and undeserved 
wilt 1 ever thankfully ascribe it. And O ! t 
all my life I may walk humbly and obediently toi 
Thee, and shew myself ever grateful to those fi 
who supplied my necessities in the day of adve 
Reward, O Lord, their love sevenfold into their b» 
and enrich them with Thy heavenly blessings, 
member also, O most gracious Creator, all those 
prisoners who are still under uncomfortable restr 
and in Thy good time deliver them : and lei 
having felt the same affliction myself, have al 
a compassionate sense and tender feeling of 
sorrows, and to the utmost of my power relievi 
recommend them to the charity of others, but, i 
all. to Thine everlasting mercy, which grant we 
ever earnestly seek and Buccessfully find, thr 
Jesus Christ our only Saviour and Hedei 

:fok a. condeuneb ckiuinal. 

O Almighty and moat righteous Judge, 1 m 
receive my sentence as the due reward of my 
hut as mine iniquity brings on me this untimel' 
shameful death, O let my true repentance, thi 
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my dear Lord and Saviour's merita, secure the for- 
giveness of my eius, and bring me to everlasting life. 

O sweet Jcsu, wlio didst not diBdain to cast an eye 
on the penitent tbief on the cross, despise not me wbo 
am now to suffer a like ignominious death, and I 
hope truly repent me of my sins, and fix all my hopes 
on Thee in my distress, as he did in his. Thou who, 
for the sine of others didst Thyself hang on the cursed 
tree, by the blood of Thy cross save me who am justly 
condemned for my own sins. In Thy merits do I tn. " 
into Thy merciiul hands I commend my spirit, 
rescue my departing soul from eternal misery. F 
give me in the abundant riches of Thy mercy, and 
save me, a great and wretched, but a penitent and 
contrite sinner. Let the example of my fall be a 
warning to others, that they come not into the f 
condemnation : and though I taste Thy justice ii 
ignominious death, let me find the sweetness of Thy 
niercy after it. Amen, blessed Jeaua, Amen, Amen. 






tt^rimonj of God^a tnrii and 



O BiBHTEOtis Lord, since Thou art pleased to 
me to give testimony to Thy truth with my bloud, 
I am content to do it : yea, I thank Thee, O Father, 
that Thou hast counted me worthy to lay down my 
life for Thy sake, O pardon all the sins and follies 
of my life, and accept this offering of my death, 
through the abundance of Thy grace. Forgive all 
my persecutors, for they know not what they do r O 
lay not my innocent blood to their charge, but grant 
them true repentance and a perfect remission of all 
their eins. Strengthen and support me in all my 
torments and agonies. Suffer me not at my last 
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